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BY JOE GARVEY
Members of the LGBTQ community were 
treated to a spirited presentation and open 
discussion on PrEP on May 13. PrEP is 
a pre-prophylaxis drug more commonly 
known as Truvada. It is designed 
to prevent HIV infection among 
HIV-negative people who engage 
in high-risk sexual activity. PrEP is 
part of a “tool kit” along with con-
doms as PrEP does not protect 
against sexually transmitted dis-
eases (STDs) such as gonorrhea, syphilis, 
and hepatitis. 

The town hall conference, hosted by 
Chase Brexton Health Care (CBHC) and 
AIDS Action Baltimore (AAB), took place at 
the Chase Brexton Health Care Center at 
1111 North Charles Street. Approximately 
60 people attended, including health care 
providers from the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, the University of Maryland, the Balti-
more City Health Department, CBHC, and 
AAB, which provides educational, financial, 
and emotional support for people with HIV 

and the prevention of HIV. 
Members of the local gay community in-

cluded those who were “just curious” about 
PrEP as well as those who were concerned 
that taking PrEP would lead to “stigmatiz-

ing” and “ostracizing.” 
Lynda Dee, an attorney 

and founder of AAB, pro-
vided opening remarks and 
asked for audience partici-
pation to raise awareness of 
health issues and preventive 

treatment of HIV-negative people in the gay 
community who may not be aware of PrEP 
and its efficacy in preventing the spread of 
HIV infection. 

Dr. John Vaz, director of HIV and infec-
tious diseases at CBHC, followed, empha-
sizing the necessity of speaking honestly 
and openly about sexual behavior, prac-
tices, and number of sex partners with a 
medical provider to make the best decision 
possible “…to see if this is something you 
can bring into your life.” 

Then, on a very personal level, he 

shared with the au-
dience that as a gay 
man he had spoken 
to his medical provid-
er about the pros and 
cons of taking PrEP, 
since he was “… in a 
season in life where 
PrEP would be a re-
sponsible preventa-
tive measure.” As his 
story unfolded, how-
ever, he found him-
self in the role of a patient. After a thorough 
discussion, both he and his medical provid-
er reached a decision that taking PrEP for 
him right now “…would not be necessary,” 
but he would “re-evaluate it through differ-
ent seasons of life.” As for others consider-
ing taking PrEP he said, “PrEP is a great 
way to take responsibility for your health.”

Dr. Vaz told the audience that HIV infec-
tions are on the rise. Currently, “Maryland 
has the third highest rate of new HIV infec-
tions, and Baltimore City has the sixth high- —continued on page 3

Town Hall Meeting on PrEP

est city rate. A total of 1.2 million people in 
the U.S. are now living with HIV and of that 
number 50,000 die annually. Nationwide 
one in seven people living with HIV are un-
aware of their status.” He added, “It breaks 
my heart every time I see a young gay man 
with a new HIV diagnosis.”

The PrEP slide presentation highlighted 
several prominent medical studies, their re-
sults and multiple issues surrounding PrEP. 
The results were largely promising.

Like a 
morning-after pill 
for HIV
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Blair Michaels, Sasha Renne (Miss Gay 
Maryland 2015), and Alondra Sanchez

credit: David Marston

BY ARAYA SPARXX
Miss Gay Maryland Excellence comes to 
an exciting and emotional pinnacle as we 
say goodbye to The Hippo, the home of 
Miss Gay Maryland for over 30 years. 

Miss Gay Maryland America took place 
on Saturday May 16th at the one and only 
Hippo in Baltimore, as 12 qualified contes-
tants registered, unpacked, set up stations 
and began competition as early as noon. 
There was a feeling of excitement, ner-
vousness, and pride throughout the com-

plex from pageant promoters, contestants, 
patrons, and the formers. Each contestant 
competed in the categories of Male In-
terview, Solo Talent, Evening Gown, and 
Talent, leaving the top five to compete in 
Onstage Question. After a very success-
ful day of competition, devotion, and much 
talent, we congratulate first alternate Aryi-
anna Myst and welcome with open arms 
our new sister Miss Gay Maryland Amer-
ica 2015 Sasha Renee from Hagerstown, 
Maryland.

“Time stood still at that moment,” Re-
nee says. “As I heard Ariyanna’s name be-
ing called first alt I realized I just won! It 
was a great feeling of accomplishment. Af-
ter spending hours on gown, talent, meet-
ings, and money spent it was all for this 

Our SymbolMISS GAY MARYLAND

of Excellent
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a visit between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday to meet with a provider 
and start the decision process. Whether 
uninsured, or a high deductible, we have 
a dedicated and experienced team of case 
managers who can assist in navigating in-
surance issues to get PrEP.”

As for people who are still debating 
whether or not to take PrEP, Dr. Vaz stated, 
“It is time to use PrEP as a way to have 
open discussions and reduce stigma, be 
it stigma against HIV or homosexuality, as 
well as promoting a sex positive approach 
to normal human behavior. PrEP is yet an-
other tool in HIV prevention, and we would 
be ill-advised not to use it.” 

A future town hall conference is being 

planned for this summer consisting of panel 
members talking about their actual experi-
ence taking PrEP. 

For more information regarding PrEP 
studies and issues related to PrEP, such 
as how to talk with your doctor; how to ob-
tain PrEP; adherence to the PrEP regimen; 
possible side effects, and insurance cover-
age, please visit these websites:

Projectinform.org/prep: Project Inform 
offers three booklets related to PrEP: Is 
taking PrEP the right choice for you? How 
to get PrEP; and PrEP: A new option for 
women for safer loving (intended for het-
erosexual women). Project Inform also has 
4 videos on PrEP.

Gilead.com/responsibility/us-patient-
access/truvada: Gilead’s Truvada for PrEP 
Medication Assistance Program assists 
eligible HIV-negative adults in the United 
States who do not have insurance to obtain 
access to Truvada.

Cdc.gov/hiv/basics/prep.html: The Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) website answers basic questions 
people ask to find out if PrEP is right for 
them.

Prepwatch.org: PrEP Watch includes 
information on data, additional research, 
cost, access and advocacy efforts in the 
United States and across the globe.

Prepfacts.org: PrEP Facts answers a 
gamut of questions about PrEP, including 
“How soon does PrEP become effective af-
ter taking it?” to “What happens if access to 
PrEP is interrupted?” to “If I drink alcohol 
and/or use recreational drugs, is it safe for 
me to take Truvada for PrEP?”  t

NEWS // LOCAL

TOWN HALL MEETING: 
PROS AND CONS OF PREP

– continued from page 1

For anyone who is considering taking 
PrEP, there are some important consider-
ations. “Make sure you are HIV-negative 
before starting PrEP and keep yourself 
negative,” said Dr. Vaz. “Test for hepati-
tis B to establish normal kidney function. 
Truvada actually treats it. Otherwise, we 
wouldn’t know if you were being treated for 
HIV. If you stopped Truvada, the hepatitis 
virus could flare up. Follow up every three 
months. During medical follow-ups, you 
would want to ensure you remain HIV-neg-
ative and continue to monitor your kidney 
function. Another aspect you could discuss 
with your medical provider is the need for 
screening for Sexually Transmitted Infec-
tions (STIs).”

Following the slide presentation Lynda 
Dee observed that, “All the studies are in 
the same direction and that is unusual. 
What do you think about people taking 
PrEP? I think they are smart. The more we 
know, they better off we are.”

Town hall audience participant Ken 
Gault, told Baltimore OUTloud, “It seemed 
to me it was more a professional confer-
ence than a community conference. PrEP 
is a billion dollar alternative to ‘just say no’ 
and does nothing to address the underlying 
community issues. One is ignorance. Gay 
men do not know or want to know about 
their health. The other is trust. Gay men lie 
about their health. Ignorance and trust are 
not compatible to me. This is not why we 
marched.”

Another audience participant, Mark 
S. King, an HIV blogger and activist, ex-
pressed a different point of view: “PrEP 
is terrific. It is exactly what we were pray-
ing for at our friends’ funerals. Everyone 
should be talking about it. We should get 
honest with ourselves. It is a real commit-
ment to your health, not to be taken lightly. 
There should be no finger-pointing at those 
who take PrEP. Some people assume peo-
ple who take PrEP are ‘bare-backing sluts’, 
but they are responsible people putting 
their health first.” 

Dee thanked the audience for their par-
ticipation saying, “I’m really excited about 
the number of people here. We didn’t know 
who would be here tonight. We had a good 
mix of providers and community people. 
This is a good beginning. If people know 
about this, the more they will ask for it.” 

For people unsure where to obtain 
PrEP and how to pay the costs associated 
with PrEP, Dr. Vaz told Baltimore OUTloud, 
“Call the Chase Brexton Health Care Cen-
ter and get on a waiting list, or walk in for 

MISS GAY MARYLAND 2015
– continued from page 1

moment. However this title is much more 
than me. The value of having this title is 
that I get to continue the legacy that was 
created 30 years ago. Built on the 
strength of strong courageous men 
on whose shoulders I stand. To en-
sure the growth and prosperity. It is 
my honor.”

For the past 30 years a young 
man’s dream has come true when 
their name has been called out as 
a Miss Gay Maryland America and 
that symbol of excellence is placed 
upon their head. It’s hard for just 
anyone to understand exactly why 
one strives so hard and diligently to 
earn this spot and to be accepted 
but I believe if you were to ask any 
past Miss Gay Maryland you would 
hear the words of community, lega-
cy, sisterhood and most importantly family. 
As with any dream, the journey of accom-
plishing that goal is sometimes filled with 
the most rewarding moments of all. The in-
dividuals you meet, the friendships that are 
built, and the accomplishments made to-

gether outweigh any title and crown, which 
is what being a Miss Gay Maryland is about 
and that is why there has been well over 
600 men in the past 30 years who have set 
out to achieve this prestigious title.

Miss Gay Maryland America has made 
an everlasting stamp on the state of Mary-

land and on the 
Miss Gay America 
Stage. We have 
had many of our 
sister’s rank very 
high at the na-
tional level and a 
few even capture 
the title of MGA. 
It is with great 
honor and pride 
that we say thank 
you to Chuck Bow-
ers and The Hippo 
for providing us 
with a home, a 
dream and a fam-

ily. The Hippo may be leaving us but Miss 
Gay Maryland will not be. Changes will be 
made, venues will be found but family will 
always stay. t

The author was Miss Gay Maryland 
2013.
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BY STEVE CHARING
The announced closing of the Hippo – one of 
the oldest, well-known and largest gay bars 
in Maryland – sent shockwaves throughout 
the LGBT community in Baltimore and be-
yond. Emotions have been strong, ranging 
from anger and disappointment to sadness 
and resignation. Some reminisce about the 
role the Hippo played during their coming-out 
process. Others, still, paid homage to Chuck 
Bowers, the Hippo’s owner. 
Although the actual closing 
will not take place until af-
ter the summer at the earli-
est, the impact has already 
been felt on our communi-
ties as well as the identity of 
the Mount Vernon “gaybor-
hood.”

A cross-section of com-
munity members and allies 
along the rainbow spectrum 
was selected to share their 
thoughts on this historic de-
cision. Their comments, in no particular order 
are as follows:

Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake: “I 
was very sad to learn of the Hippo’s closing. 
It has been such an iconic part of Baltimore’s 
culture. For the past few years I have had the 
pleasure of celebrating my birthday at bingo. 
It will feel strange playing bingo and having 
cocktails in the middle of CVS.”

Paul Hummel: “The Hippo is not just a 
bar; it’s the living history of Baltimore’s gay 
community. That it’s going to be gutted to be-
come just another bland, banal chain store 
hits in a personal way. It’s like watching our 
history being erased right before our very 
eyes.”

Byron Macfarlane: “It was almost ten 
years ago when I came out and the Hippo 
was one of the rst gay establishments I visit-
ed. While those of us in the LGBT community 
are becoming more and more welcome and 
accepted in our culture, we have needed and 
I think will always need places like the Hippo 
where we can be ourselves, feel safe, and 
meet new people. It will be missed.”

Shawnna Alexander, Miss Hippo 2014: 
“It has always been a pleasure to be a part 
of the Hippo’s family, and I wish Chuck Bow-
ers and all the staff past and present the very 
best in the future.” 

Sharon Brackett: “During my transition 
the Hippo was a sanctuary for me. It was a 
social space where I could be myself and with 
friends who also could do the same. I remem-
ber dancing on the oor for hours hoping that 
the night would not end so I would not have 
to return to my drab, unful lling miserable for-

mer ‘self’ the next day.”
Jim Becker: “I was there the night the 

Pink Hippopotamus opened as a guest of the 
third owner, my dear friend and mentor Peter 
Lewis (Peter held a 2% ownership share until 
his boss at the Baltimore City State’s Attor-
ney’s Of ce told him he had to ‘Get rid of the 
fag bar.’). On that fun- lled opening night, I 
could not imagine that it would become the 
institution it has. Early on, there were allega-

tions of racial dis-
crimination and 
the bar was not 
always friendly 
to the activist 
community; but 
those controver-
sies were de-
cades ago, and 
with Chuck Bow-
ers’ 30 years of 
steady steward-
ship, the bar has 
become a focal 

point for fun, fundraising and community pride 
that will be sorely missed.”

Rev. Merrick Moise: “The Hippo was an 
institution on our community. It has been a 
safe place for many over the years. I hope 
this isn’t the beginning of the end of the ‘gay-
borhood.’”

Robert Mercer, Jr.: “It saddens me to 
hear about another bar/club closing in our 
community. However, it is becoming a grow-
ing trend in many cities, not just Baltimore. It 
is possibly because our community feels ac-
cepted and many do not frequent gay bars as 
years before. Gay bars used to be the only 
place where we felt welcomed and could 
meet others.” 

Carol C. Baker: “As a former employee of 
Gay Life and Baltimore OUTloud, I have seen 
many bars/clubs come and go... The Hippo 
has been a staple of the gay community and 
its closing will leave a gap in our hearts.”

Rob Ludwig: “Places like The Hippo pro-
vide a focus for entire communities of people. 
They offer acceptance and the freedom to be 
who you truly are without judgment, a gather-
ing place for like minds, and a respite from the 
sometimes-harsh world outside; I can’t think 
of an [ordinary] bar that provides that much 
value to the community they serve. The Hippo 
closing isn’t just a blow to the LGBT commu-
nity; it’s a large cultural blow to the City of 
Baltimore itself.”

Lisa Finger: “I’m appreciative of the fact 
that the Hippo was established and provided a 
great place to go and have fun. I think renting 
the space to a CVS is a smart move because 
it gives the owner passive income during his 

retirement years and he deserves it. It’s time 
for the next generation to take the torch and 
create more successful entertainment venues 
that cater to the LGBTQ community.”

Sama Bellomo: “This isn’t a move that 
will bene t the people. It’s not like they’re 
moving locations so more LGBT people can 
have access to it. It’s just for pro t, period, 
and that’s a sad thing.”

Jim Williams: “When I moved to Balti-
more to serve as the Executive Director of 
Moveable Feast, Chuck Bowers was one of 
the rst persons I met. He was a supporter of 
assisting People with AIDS in the early days 
of the epidemic when it was not popular to do 
so and served as a member of the Board of 
Directors.”

Don Davis: “There are so many good 
things that Chuck [Bowers] has done and 
that most people are not aware of. Chuck has 
spent most of his life there, it was his life, and 
his staff and friends and customers were his 
family. The Hippo has to be the cleanest club 
in Baltimore.”

Michael Poniatowski: “Very happy of the 
memories of yesteryear!! Sorry the young folk 
don’t support such a great place anymore.”

Rosie Hicks: “Losing the Hippo is some-
thing that is un-
doubtedly going 
to affect any-
one who’s had 
the privilege to 
ever step foot 
through that 
front door with 
Chuck’s name 
on it. It’s an icon 
in our commu-
nity, a safe ha-
ven for many, and one of the rst places that 
many of us, myself included, ever gathered in 
a room full of great music and people who al-
lowed us to comfortably be who we are. After 
over 11 years as a part of the Hippo family 
and staff, I can say whole-heartedly that the 
club and the people I’ve worked with will be 
missed, but our memories will carry on, and 
all of it is because thankfully, Chuck Bowers 
believed in me and gave me a chance to DJ 
many years ago.”

Alex Lemaire: “The Hippo occupies a spe-
cial place in all of our hearts. Some of my best 
friendships came from happy hour and kara-
oke and I’ll never forget introducing my parents 
on their stage as Mr. Maryland Leather 2011. 
Thank you Chuck for many years of fond mem-
ories, and best wishes in your retirement.”

David Stivaletta: “The Hippo years pro-
vided many fun evenings. Especially in the 
early 80s when the DJs played the best music 

that competed with any club in NYC. It was 
also the center of gay life in Baltimore which 
is going to be a great loss for Baltimore.”

Sherry Billings: “I am very saddened 
by the Hippos’ closing. It was an iconic place 
that brought the LGBT community together. It 
was the only place I could go for a night of fun 
without the drama all of the other bars had.”

Alan Wolfe: “I rst walked into the Hippo 
alone for the rst time in 1981, and had no 
idea what to expect. What I found was a place 
where I could openly be myself, and over the 
years met many lifelong friends, and had 
many life-changing experiences. The Hippo 
was the anchor of the gay community in Balti-

more, and will be sorely missed.”
Jay Day: “As a member of the LGBT 

community, I am naturally saddened by the 
loss of such a treasured institution in our city. 
However, as a personal friend of Mr. Bowers, 
I can think of no one who deserves a happy 
retirement on his own terms with the satisfac-
tion of having dedicated his life to the better-
ment of our community more than he. I re-
spect his decision and wish him well.”

Dimitria Blackwell: “As the nal Miss 
Hippo, of course I am saddened to see the 
closing of the premier disco and bar of the 
Baltimore area. What’s important to remem-
ber though, is that the Hippo is more than just 
four walls, speakers, and lights. It’s a place 
that lled many lives with memories. Chuck 
Bowers and his staff have provided not only 
a place to party, but a shelter from the storm 
of inequality and injustice. I’m proud to know I 
am a part of that legacy.” t

The Community Reacts to Hippo Closing

“Some of my best 
friendships came 

from happy hour and 
karaoke and I’ll never 

forget introducing 
my parents on their 

stage as Mr. Maryland 
Leather 2011.” – Alex Lemaire

The Hippo in its heydays
credit: Steve Charing
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BY PAUL LILLER
Walking into the Hippo at noon on a week-
day is such a common thing for me, that 
often times I don’t pay attention to the sur-
roundings. Working with the 
staff of the Hippo over the 
last eight years, I have spent 
many days meeting with Mr. 
Chuck Bowers and his staff. 
This wasn’t an ordinary lunch 
meeting though, and it’s for sure one that I 
will never forget.

With the of cial announcement of the 
closing of Club Hippo, there have been 
many articles, many comments, and more 

opinions than I could ever keep up with. 
What gets lost in the buzz of the change, 
though, are the memories that hold the 
Hippo near and dear to the hearts of the 
Baltimore LGBT community. With that, I de-
cided that I would approach this interview in 
a way that would honor the memories of the 
place we have all loved. 

Chuck greeted me with a smile on his 
face, but I could see that he was nervous 
to have this discussion. Anyone who has 
heard him talk about the Hippo knows that it 
is more than just his business; it is his life. 
His staff and patrons are his family, and in 
true form, most of the questions I asked had 
answers deeply rooted in this.

Paul Liller: So, youʼve been here for a 
long time. If you had to pick one favorite 
memory of all the years youʼve been do-
ing this, what would it be?

Chuck Bowers: The one thing that 
sticks in my mind, it was the night that we 
did a bene t. It was for AIDS, and we had 
about eight live disco divas. It wasn’t a great 
turnout, but the thing that made it so funny 
was that people thought it was a drag show. 
Debbie Jacobs, a local performer, she had 
put it together, and it was a lot of fun by 

those who were there, we had a great time. 
I just couldn’t believe, they knew the voic-
es, they knew the songs, but they actually 
thought they were drag queens.

PL: “So to sort of go off 
of the disco divas, you have 
had a lot of divas here over 
the years. Who was your fa-
vorite to work with?”

CB: Well, Sylvester… he 
was a hoot to work with, and of course Di-
vine. We were sitting on the steps going 
down to the disco, and just sat there, and 
he just… people were asking questions, and 
he looked at me and said “Are you for real?” 

PL: So what has been your 
favorite theme from the parties 
youʼve done?

CB: The Wizard of Oz. I played 
the Mayor of Munchkin Land. I have 
a picture hanging in my of ce of me 
as the Mayor of Munchkin Land, and 
no, you can’t have it! And the other 
thing was the rst time I was talked 
into getting in drag. I can’t believe 
that men go through what they have 
to go through to get in a dress. My 
hats off to the female impersonators. 

I have a lot of good memories. 
My favorite memories are the peo-
ple. When I used to stand on the 
stage and look out… I would look out 
into the audience and see the hap-

piness. I always made sure everyone had a 
good time, or I took it personally. You gave 
me your money, and I wanted to make sure 
you enjoyed yourselves.

PL: What is one piece of advice to the 
new folks coming up?

CB: Be proud of who you are, and con-
tinue to be a family. Everyone has got to 
stick together. You aren’t alone.

PL: In talking about the bar, what do 
you see as the future of gay bars, and 
what do you suggest they do?

CB: Keep it fresh. The days of the big 
clubs are gone, not just in Baltimore, but all 
around the country. Gay life will still exist and 
go on. It won’t always be in a bar, but it will 
always exist.

PL: Is there anything you would 
change if you could do it all over?

CB: I probably should have retired ear-
lier. I just want to be able to do some things 
for me. I don’t really think I would change 
anything though. I don’t see anything wrong 
with what we did. 39 years. There were a 
lot of beautiful people. I wouldn’t change a 
thing. t

The author is development coordinator 
of the GLCCB.

Memories of Club Hippo

An Interview 
with Chuck 

Bowers

Chuck Bowers in his of ce at the Hippo
credit: Steve Charing

Prime Timers of Baltimore announced that 
the guest speaker at their general meet-
ing on June 14 will be Dr. Alan Geringer, 
a board certified urologist with Clinical As-
sociates of Maryland. The meeting takes 

place at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church 
at St. Paul & 20th 
Streets at 6 p.m. Dr. 
Geringer will discuss 
the erectile dysfunc-
tion disorder and the 
options available for 
treatment.

Health issues for 
gay men become a 
major concern as 

they grow older. Many men find it embar-
rassing to discuss this issue. Ralph Welsh, 
president of Prime Timers says that this is 
a comfortable setting to ask the questions 
about this problem that many face as they 
advance in age.

Prime Timers of Baltimore is a chapter 
of Prime Timers World Wide, a group of old-
er gay or bisexual men (and younger men 
who admire mature men). Their members 
are men who have chosen to have their so-
cial lives enriched by the many diverse ac-
tivities in which the members engage.

For further information, call 410-252-
7239, or contact Prime Timers at info@
ptbalto.org. t

BY STEVE CHARING
An LGBT Night Out with the Baltimore Ori-
oles event has been scheduled for Tues-
day, June 30 as a benefit for the Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender 
Community Center 
of Baltimore and 
Central Maryland 
(GLCCB). Tickets 
are $23, of which 
$5 will go to the 
GLCCB.The seats for the 7 p.m. game ver-
sus the Texas Rangers are in Section 72, 
which is located in the left field corner.

To order tickets, visit Bit.ly/1HtAaqM. 
More info and updates at Facebook.com/
events/484885298334685. t

PFLAG Awards 
Annual Scholarship

BY STEVE CHARING
On May 12 the Columbia-Howard County 
chapter of PFLAG awarded its annual schol-
arship to Kaaliyah McDowell, a student at 
Arundel High School. “We gave her the award 
because she ran her high school’s GSA and 
was an organizer of an LGBTQ Youth and 
Allies Conference in Anne Arundel County,” 
explains Heath Goisovich, a member of the 
chapter’s scholarship committee. “The con-
ference had several speakers speaking on a 
variety of topics, that again, she helped orga-
nize all the while being involved in the GSA, 
keeping her grades up and being involved 
with several other school clubs.”

Besides the GSA, the clubs Kaaliyah was 
involved in include Blend Arundel, American 
Sign Language Club, Leader of Tomorrow, 
and the College Prep Club. Her mother Kim 
was on hand to witness the prototype of the 
$2,000 check presented by State Delegate 
Terri Hill (D-12) whose district includes parts 

of Howard and Baltimore counties.
Annually, PFLAG Columbia-Howard 

County awards an educational scholarship 
to a promising recipient who has contributed 
to the advancement or betterment of the LG-
BTQ community.

In addition, the chapter honored former 
steering committee members for their ser-
vice: Colette Roberts, June Horner, Judy 
Gaver, Patricia English and Steve Charing. It 
also paid tribute to two prominent people in 
LGBT history: Gilbert Baker, the inventor of 
the rainbow ag and Harry Hay, an early gay 
activist who founded the Mattachine Society.

For more information about PFLAG-How-
ard County, visit P agmd.org. t

Chapter Chair Susan Garner, Scholarship 
recipient Kaaliyah McDowell and 
Scholarship Committee members Heath 
Goisovich, Patricia English and Amy Adler
credit: Steve Charing

Erectile Dysfunction 
to be Discussed 
at Prime Timers 

Night Out with the O’s 
to Benefit the GLCCB

Dr. Alan Geringer
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Profundis. In 2001, Brose began creating 
large-format prints based on imagery in De 
Profundis – works that were rst exhibited 
at Big Orbit Gallery, Buffalo and then at The 
Albright-Knox Art Gallery as part of the 2002 
exhibition, in Western New York. The prints 
have been an important tangent of Brose’s 
creative practice since then and in 2009 
he re ned his printing process. “Indicted” 
includes works related to this previously 
shown series, as well as a completely new 
body of work. Also sourced from De Pro-
fundis lm frames, the new series of prints 
focuses on a section of the lm previously 
left unexplored and involves imagery directly 
referencing physical imprisonment. The new 
series of prints is titled “Incarcere et Vincu-
lus” (Latin: “In prison and in chains”), a ref-
erence to the original title of Oscar Wilde’s 
1897 prison letter, later published under the 
title “De Profundis” (Latin: “In the depths”). 
Brose sees this new series as a cathartic 
“fertile ground for addressing the past six 
years of living a true nightmare.” Brose de-
scribes De Profundis as: “a critique of the 
social framings of sexuality and masculinity, 
fracturing boundaries established by a con-
servative gay movement and giving voice 
to the radical margins of sexual dissidence. 
[In this lm] I investigate home movies and 
other culturally-produced images through 
the lens of a queer theoretical perspective 
– intervening on the material of the lm to 
disrupt and examine the images both for 
critical and aesthetic pursuits.” t (The 
Lawrence Brose Legal Defense Fund at
Lawrencebroselegaldefensefund.com)

Ban on gay 
Scout leaders 
must end, BSA 
president says 

Houston, Tex. – The Boy Scouts of 
America (BSA) must end their ban on gay 
Scout leaders, BSA president Robert Gates 
said in a speech May 21. Gates is a former 
Eagle Scout, winner of the Distinguished 
Eagle Scout Award, and a member of the 
Order of the Arrow, BSA’s honor society. 
He has been president of the organization 
since last year. He was formerly Secretary 
of Defense for both Presidents George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama, and oversaw the 
end of “Don’t ask, don’t tell.” 

Gates bluntly told BSA’s annual meet-
ing that “The status quo in our movement’s 
membership standards cannot be sus-
tained.” The group cannot continue to “ig-
nore growing internal challenges to our cur-
rent membership policy,” he said. “We must 
deal with the world as it is, not as we might 
wish it to be,” Gates added. “Any other al-
ternative will be the end of us as a national 
movement.” Since 70% of Boy Scout troops 
are sponsored by churches, Gates called 
for local sponsors to be able “to determine 
the standards for their Scout leaders.... We 
must, at all costs, preserve the religious 
freedom of our church partners to do this,” 
Gates said.

Gates said no policy changes would 
be made at the national meeting, but the 
policy might be revised soon, so that local 
Scout organizations could decide on their 
own whether to allow gays as leaders. “It 
seems like the Boy Scouts will continue an 
internal dialogue about the subject and that 
a change within the next year or two is im-
minent,” Zach Wahls, the executive director 
of Scouts for Equality, said in a statement. 

Ireland gay 
marriage 
referendum 
passes

Dublin, Ireland – In an historic vote, 
Ireland is the first country in the world to 
pass marriage equality through a national 
referendum. The referendum asked vot-
ers to approve language t h a t 
updates Ireland’s constitu-
tion to state, “Marriage 
may be contracted in 
accordance with the 
law by two persons 
without distinction as 
to their sex.” Sixty-
two percent of the voters 
supported the measure, which 
amends the conservative Irish constitution.

“Voters in Ireland had a rare opportu-
nity to make their country and the world 
more just and more equal – and that’s just 
what they did,” said HRC president Chad 

Griffin. “As these election results prove, 
momentum for equality reaches around the 
globe. HRC is proud to join our partners in 
Ireland in celebrating this historic victory 
which guarantees that everyone has the 
same right to marry the person they love.” 
Griffin wrote an op-ed encouraging Irish 
Americans to reach out to their friends and 
family to vote in the referendum.

The fight for same-sex marriage in Ire-
land was led by advocates from across the 
country, including those in the Yes Equality 
campaign – which was organized by the 
Gay and Lesbian Education Network, the 
Irish Council for Civil Liberties, and Mar-
riage Equality. Ireland joins 20 countries in 
opening their doors to marriage equality. 
(Human Rights Campaig n at Hrc.org)

compiled by Jim Becker

BEYOND THE BELTWAY

“While our work won’t be done until we see 
a full end to their ban on gay adults once 
and for all, today’s decision moves the Boy 
Scouts in that direction,” Wahls added. (Se-
attle Gay News – Mike Andrew at Sgn.org)

Exhibit to 
feature new 
work of 
acclaimed 
Buffalo 
filmmaker

Buffalo, N.Y. – BT&C Gallery in Buffalo 
has announced a new show of the works 
of internationally acclaimed filmmaker and 
Buffalo native Lawrence Brose. The show, 
“Indicted: New Work by Lawrence Brose” 

opens June 12 with a reception 6 to 9 
p.m. An experimental film artist, Lawrence 
Brose has created over 30 lms since 1983. 
His lms have been screened at internation-
al lm festivals, museums, art galleries, and 
cinematheques in the U.S., Europe, Asia, 
Australia, and South America.

In 2009, Brose, then executive director 
of CEPA Gallery, was arrested and charged 
with possessing images of child pornogra-
phy. One hundred of the “Indicted” images 
are lm frames related to the work on view 
in “Indicted.” After six years of prosecution, 
Brose was sentenced to two years probation 
this past December after the U.S. Attorney’s 
Of ce reduced the charge to obscenity. This 
is the rst time since 2009 that Brose has 
had the freedom – both literal and psychic – 
to create and exhibit his artwork. 

“Indicted” will feature Brose’s print work, 
the majority of which is based on lm frames 
from the artist’s 1997 experimental lm, De 

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
ni cantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.

BSA president Robert Gates

Artist 
Lawrence 
Brose

A panel from Broseʼs De Profundis
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BY MARTI L. WORMUTH
Did you know that there’s more to do in the 
Hagerstown and Cumberland Valleys than 
just going to The Lodge or The Club? It’s 
true! In this new section, I’m going to be 
sharing some of the best low cost and free 
places to visit in Western Maryland, South 
Central Pennsylvania, and West Virginia.

For my partner’s birthday earlier this 
month, we decided to take a trip to the 
Adams County Winery, right outside of 
Gettysburg (technically Orrtanna) and do 
some wine tasting. 

We headed east on Route 30 and 
plugged their address into our GPS. This 
started a trip into the beautiful Central 
Pennsylvania mountains, through Caledo-
nia State Park and some of the Michaux 
State Forest. The ride is absolutely amaz-
ing, and since it’s only about three miles 
from Route 30, it was 
really easy to get to. 

The first thing that 
we noticed was the 
smell. You could smell 
all of the different aro-
mas of their wines as 
soon as you got on the 
property. Then, we took note of how na-
ture-friendly they were – beautiful honey-
suckles surrounded a trellis, and they had 
signs about welcoming pets on the prop-
erty. 

Sadie and I went into the Tasting Room 
and were greeted by very pleasant faces, 
and were offered a free wine tasting. You 
can go in there and taste six different 
types of their wines for free, and we took 
advantage of it. I tried Scrapple (a spiced 
apple wine), Rebel Red, Black Magic (pure 
blackberry wine), Entwin’d (which tasted 

like a Toostie Roll), Memory Lane (apple, 
Concord Grapes, and blueberry), and 
the Timepiece Riesling (which is a des-
sert wine). My favorite was definitely the 
Scrapple, and I’ll probably go back to get 
that myself at some point. 

After we did our tasting, we went 
outside and enjoyed the sights around 
the farm. We didn’t take a tour, but 
they also have tour packages avail-
able that include tastings, cheeses, 
crackers, and fruits as well. Their 
tours are relatively inexpensive; their 
most expensive is only $30 a person. 

They also have various events throughout 
the summer, including a concert series, 
tasting events, and more. There’s always 
something going on up there. 

Do you want to enjoy a few hours of 
the best wine and scenic views? Then you 
will definitely want to check out the Adams 
County Winery. You can learn more at Ad-
amscountywinery.com. t

Marti Wormuth is a freelance writer 
who has resided in the Cumberland Valley 
since 2003. She currently resides with her 
partner in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. 

Marti frequently 
visits the Hager-
stown Valley as 
well, and is very in-
volved in the LGBT
community in the 
region. Her web-
site can be found 
at Martis-miscella-
ny.com.

OUT IN THE VALLEY

Adams County 
Winery

OUT in the 
Valley Sights 

to be seen

View of the 
Adams County 
Winery
credit: Marti Wormuth
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“truth.” Not every word of the Bible has to 
be fact for the Bible to contain truth. Re-
member the story from elementary school 
that Abraham Lincoln walked a mile to re-
turn a penny? Or that George Washington 
chopped down a cherry tree and said “I 
cannot tell a lie?” These are not true in a 
literal sense. They are not facts, but there 
is Truth in them about the nature of these 
men: They were honest and trustworthy. 
The rst rule of Biblical study is: Not ev-
ery word of the Scriptures has to be true
for every word to contain truth. This truth is 
the reality of their experience with God and 
the world around them. Did Jonah really get 
swallowed by a whale and puked up on a 
beach three days later? Of course not! It’s 
a story intending to teach people what they 
understood about the nature of the Divine. 

The second rule of biblical study is that 
the Bible is a book of theology. It is about 
the study of the divine-human relationship. 
How do we understand our relationship with 
God, each other and our world? It is not a 
book of history or science. They answer dif-

ferent yet important 
questions: History 
asks “when?” sci-
ence asks “how?” 
but theology asks 
“why?” Why were 
we created? 
What’s the pur-
pose of life? To 
use the Bible as 
a history book 
or science book 
is a misuse of 
its intent and 
quite frankly 
does noth-
ing but make 
C h r i s t i a n s 
look naive at 
best and stu-
pid at worst! 

The more com-
fortable I became with the Bible as a book 

of Truth and theology and freed it from the 
chains of literalism, I began to see it with re-
freshing relevance in today’s world. These 
are stories of faith, not lessons of history 
or scienti c fact. Other sources of the time 
have proven that many of the people were 
in fact historical, even if all the stories were 
not. And so today I read the texts of my 
faith, not looking for facts, but searching 
for truth. The truth of how my relationship 
with my world and my fellow humankind 
can honor the presence of the divine in us 
all.  t

The author is pastor of Grace United 
Church of Christ, Frederick, and Veritas 
United Church of Christ, Hagerstown. 

Spirit
Rev. Dr. Rob Apgar-Taylor

Speaks

I was ordained in another religious tradi-
tion; one that is famously a little less open 
to LGBT people and has a recent record of 
putting “our kind” on church trial for break-
ing church law. I won’t tell you which de-
nomination, because I don’t want to em-
barrass the United Methodists… but such 
actions leave people wondering: What’s the 
issue? The issue is not really about homo-
sexuality, it’s about the authority and role 
of the Bible in the life of 
Christians today. 
And it’s important 
that we, on the 
progressive side of 
the faith spectrum, 
understand this dif-
ference.

A literalist inter-
pretation might be-
lieve that the earth 
was created in seven 
literal days and is 
only 6,000 years old. 
Every story is exactly 
as it is recorded. As a 
progressive Christian, I 
don’t believe in a literal 
(Another word would be 
inerrant) interpretation 
of the Scriptures. I am 
convinced that the scrip-
tures, like all religious texts of faith 
must be read contextually. I don’t believe 
Adam and Eve were literal people, for ex-
ample. Why? First off, who wrote their story 
when writing had not yet been established? 
And if we have a set of parents and three 
sons, where did we come from? (Two men 
can’t procreate, as Evangelicals are fond of 
reminding us.)

While I used to struggle with such a 
contextual understanding of faith, I have 
come to understand that the Bible is not
true. That is to say it is not factual. Now 
does that mean the scriptures are lying? 
No. Let me explain why:

There is a difference between “fact” and 

This Pastor 
Doesn’t Believe 
the Bible is True

OUT IN THE VALLEY // FAITH
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cause a backlash among many groups. And 
the Republican candidates in the presiden-
tial clown car are falling all over each other 
in an effort to appeal to their bigoted base 
by raising the temperature on strident anti-
gay marriage rhetoric. 

I don’t believe that the gay bar will 
become a dinosaur any time too soon. 
Sure, younger gays and lesbians may be 
frequenting straight establishments. But 
do male couples actually dance at these 
places, holds hands, or are affectionate? I 
certainly would not feel comfortable or safe 
dancing or being affectionate with my hus-
band at a straight club. Or, will these guys 
dance with their female friends as closeted 
gay men once did in the past while out in 
public? 

A gay bar does provide a secure space 
where one can be him or herself. You’re 
with folks with more common interests, 

and that’s a boost 
towards the so-
cial benefits. If 
you’re holding the 
hand of your gay 
or lesbian part-
ner or spouse in 
a gay bar, you 
don’t have to look 

around to be sure the person behind you 
won’t break a bottle over your head. Of 
course, it can happen but much less likely 
in a gay bar.

Regardless, existing 
gay bars need to step it 
up. Though 
there will be 
fewer gay 
bars around, 
those remaining 
should do well at 
least in the near term. It would 
behoove bar owners to be more in-
novative and creative to keep the custom-
ers entertained and interested in patronizing 
their establishments. They ought to listen to 
their customers to see what they would like. 

As Don Davis noted on WYPR, Grand 
Central offers special events to keep things 
interesting and exciting in order for him to 
compete. He unapologetically encourages 
a straight crowd to join in the festivities 
and stresses that Grand Central is an “al-
ternative bar” and not a gay bar per se.

It is apparent that further acceptance 
by society fueled by the younger genera-
tion may ultimately obviate the need for 
gay bars or even LGBT organizations. 
That would be a tangible sign of progress 
though we still have a ways to go. Until 
then the gay bar will continue to be an in-
tegral part of LGBT social life and will not 
vanish altogether, at least not yet. t

don’t cruise at the bars as they once did, us-
ing phone apps and the Internet to replace 
hooking up through personal contact at bars. 
It’s cheaper since less alcohol is consumed 
(or needed) and rejection is less painful. Still 
others are bored by the bar scene and prefer 
alternative sources of amusement.

However, The Baltimore Eagle didn’t 
close because leather men 
and leather women took flight 
to straight establishments. 
The previous owner passed 
away and the estate sold the 
bar. If the new ownership of 
The Baltimore Eagle fails to 
have a controversial Liquor 
Board ruling overturned, the 
bar will remain closed. 

The mixing of straights and gays at bars 
became more evident during the period 
when there was a Guerilla Gay Bar move-
ment between 2009 and 2011. To provide 
an alternative to the gay bar scene, monthly 
outings consisting of an “invasion” of gays 
at selected straight bars and clubs around 
Baltimore were scheduled with prior notice 
given to the bar’s management and staff. 

With one exception, because of a failure 
to communicate effectively, these events 
were hugely successful with no incidents 
or any other ostensible problems. The bars’ 
staffs were eager to take in our money and 
the other patrons enjoyed or at least put up 
with our presence, which often numbered in 
the hundreds. 

The following year marriage equality 
passed by referendum in Maryland con-
rming the increased acceptance by the 

straight folks. Nationally, polls indicate that 
same-sex marriage is favored by a 3-to-2 
margin. Yet, even if those results are accu-
rate, there are still 2 out of 5 who oppose 
marriage equality. That’s a signi cant num-
ber, if not the majority.

Therefore, by no means is our accep-
tance universal or complete. A gay couple 
in Chelsea in NYC can attest to the fact that 
there are haters out there who would do us 
harm as they were brutally attacked. The 
Supreme Court’s ruling on same-sex mar-
riage, if favorable as it appears likely, will 

When the Hippo announced its impending 
closing, there was a lot of collective hand-
wringing. Many in Baltimore’s LGBT com-
munities saw this as a disaster and perhaps 
the nal nail in the cof n for LGBT identity. 
They feel the gay bar will go the way of the 
phone booth, record stores, and liberal Re-
publicans.

To be sure, we have witnessed the clos-
ing of local gay bars with The Eagle in 2012 
and The Quest in 2014. The Hippo’s last 
dance is expected later in 2015, Grand Cen-
tral may be up for sale in 2016, while another 

 THINKING OUTLOUD

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

bar south of the city is teetering 
on closing in the very near fu-
ture. Jay’s on Read, while not 
technically a gay bar but popular 
among LGBT folks, faces an un-
certain future.

Bars shut down for a variety 
of reasons, but for the most part 
it’s because of nancial consid-
erations resulting from a falloff 
in patronage. The most popular 
reason discussed is that young-
er gay people are frequenting 
straight bars with their straight friends. Bal-
timore icon John Waters believes that ten-
dency is why gay bars are eventually going 
to vanish. 

“The coolest gay kids today don’t want 
to go to a gay bar. They want to go to a hip 
bar where straights and gays are mixing,” 
Waters said during a recent WYPR interview 
(Wypr.org/post/mapping-closing-gay-bars-
baltimore). 

Grand Central owner Don Davis agrees. 
In that same interview Davis observed that 
gay people are feeling more comfortable 
with going with straight friends to a straight 
bar. He feels the change in “demographics” 
will sustain this trend. 

There are other factors in play. Men 

Are Gay Bars 
the Next 

Dinosaurs?

The soon-to-
close Hippo
credit:  Steve 
Charing

“A gay bar provides 
a secure space 

where one can be 
him or herself.”
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of the label. Natural ingredients are being 
replaced by a chemical additive, and for 
a cheaper price. In many chocolate prod-
ucts, for example, coca butter has been 
replaced by a hydrogenated or partially 
hydrogenated additive. In an even more 
clever attempt, food manufacturers have 
changed the names of ingredients such 
as hydrogenated and partially-hydrogenat-
ed fats to margarine or shortening, even 
though these products always contained 
trans-fats. A consumer is more likely to by 
a product with ingredients familiar to them 
than a processed chemical name in the 
listing. 

There are literally dozens of additives 
in foods that need to be brought to pub-
lic attention. With little regard to human 
health, the food industry will continue to 
create new additives that not only reduce 
manufacturing costs, but keep up with con-
sumer demand of the product as well. 

High-fructose corn syrup has found its 
way into virtually everything from canned 
vegetables to salad croutons. It is hard to 
find a food product that doesn’t have it. A 
government subsidized commodity, high-
fructose corn syrup is much cheaper than 
common table sugar as a food ingredient. 
HFCS is made from GMO corn and pro-
cessed with genetically modified enzymes. 
In recent studies, samples taken of HFCS 
have shown over half containing mercury. 
Furthermore, scientific data shows a direct 
link to higher than normal HFCS consump-
tion and diabetes. 

Propylene glycol is a synthetic liquid 
additive used in food to prevent the forma-
tion of ice crystals in frozen confections, 
such as ice cream, and helps processed 
foods maintain taste. The chemical is used 
in other products such as shaving cream, 
cosmetics, and alcohol. Some argue that 
propylene glycol does not pose any imme-
diate danger at low ingested dosages. But 
because of scientific disagreement and 
lack of long-term study, it is best to avoid 
its consumption all together. 

Acesulfame-K is an arti cial sweetener 
that was once limited to diet food products. 
It is highly sweet, approximately 200 times 
sweeter than sucrose, and a cheaper ad-
ditive than common table sugar. It used 
to enhance or preserve the sweetness of 
desserts, pastries and other sweet foods. 
Acesulfame-K is a potassium salt which 
contains a known carcinogen, methylene 
chloride. As with other arti cial sweeteners, 
gastrointestinal bloating, cramps and head-
aches are some of the reported side effects. 
Acesulfame-K is another food additive that 
has gone under scienti c scrutiny with con-
icting results as to its safety in food. 

Potassium bromate is an oxidizing 

With the technology of today, and the av-
enues in which we receive information, 
there can be a plethora of subject mat-
ter pertaining to the food industry and the 
emerging health concerns from food prod-
ucts. Though the decision to eat nutrient-
rich foods and maintain a healthy lifestyle 
are the result of one’s own actions and 
choices, consumers may not be aware of 
several ingredients in their foods that gen-
erally should be avoided. 

Simply reading the nutrition label is 
now a thing of the past. Consumers must 
be vigilant with their food purchases and 
scan through the list of ingredients; though 
this task can be daunting. The big names 
in the food industry are becoming more 
duplicitous by renaming additives to sound 
natural or something more familiar to con-
sumers. Add to the mix of toxic additives, 
the fact that many foods are processed 
and most contain genetically modified in-
gredients, it can be even more challenging 
to find foods that do not contain a synthe-
sized additive. 

The Food and Drug Administration 
is responsible for ensuring that harmful 
chemicals do not make their way into the 
food supply, and that additives are proven 
to be “generally regarded as safe” (GRAS) 
for human consumption. The FDA has re-
ceived thousands of consumer complaints 
in regards to products with chemical addi-
tives, and what health triggers or problems 
that may have resulted from ingestion of 
these ingredients. The FDA admitted in an 
interview with the Washington Post that 
they “simply do not have the information 
to vouch for the safety of many of these 
chemicals.”

One alarming aspect of the food man-
ufacturing business is that within a short 
period of time, many of these companies 
have been secretly exposing the popula-
tion to these additives. Many consumers 
were more concerned with the caloric, fat 
and carbohydrate content in the products 
they purchased than the ingredient portion 

Additives  
that Don’t 

Contribute

Essentials
The

 Michael Lausterer
of Living Naturally

still able and productive and we do so with 
greater understanding and effectiveness 
than we did when we were younger.

We’ve been there and done that and
survived it all to live another day. 

But, living today as a single, middle-
aged woman in the LGBT community is a 
challenge. Many of us want to meet other 
women of our age and station in life, but 
have found it dif cult. And, we’re not going 
to settle for a relationship just to have one. 
Talk about been there, done that. No more 
lesbian drama here please.

And, for some of us, dating again and/
or nding love isn’t front and center. We just 
want to make positive, healthy connections. 
In fact, some of us are long-term singles 
and we are okay with that, forever if need 
be. We’re interesting. Many of us have life 
passions we are busily engaged in, whether 
that include career, personal, or both.

Well the following proposal is still mere 
fantasy, too, but what the heck – we’re here, 
we’re queer, and isn’t it time that there were 
some fun, down-to-earth, healthy gather-
ings for us?

After all, aren’t you tired of the options 
open to you now? If there even are any, 
speci cally focusing in on you and your 
needs as a midlife woman.

Well then, let’s change that. Perhaps 
you are newly single and want to know 
where to begin? Or, maybe you’ve been 
single awhile and have sampled some of 
the other single’s options for lesbians in 
Baltimore and you haven’t yet found your
clique.

Join me. I’m going to hold a planning 
meeting for all interested single lesbian and 
bisexual women on Saturday, June 6, 2015 
at 11 a.m. ET via Skype, so it’s convenient 
and you can attend as long as you have an 
internet connection!

This will be a private live webinar meet-
ing so be sure to email me at barb@barbel-
gin.com to let me know you want to attend 
with your Skype ID. This is a free event.

We’ll be exploring just what is it that we 
want to do together. For example, do we 
want to hold various types of gatherings 
such as coffee meetings, brunches, beach 
retreats? Do you want speakers and if so 
what kinds? The sky is the limit. But you’ve 
got to come and you’ve got to speak up for 
what you need and want.

I look forward to meeting you on June 
6th! t

The name Barb Elgin is synonymous 
with lesbian health, happiness and love. 
For 15 years now, Barb has traveled all over 
the U.S. and North America (and all over 
the world virtually), connecting lesbians for 
love, friendship and more. Her web site is 
Lastinglesbianlove.com.

It’s been a very busy month for me. How 
about you? Despite some warm humid 
days, I’m still enjoying the mild Mid-Atlantic 
weather this spring. It sure beats the oven 
heat they’re getting into this time of year 
back in Florida.

I just nished catching up on the nal 
episodes of this year’s “The Good Wife.” Do 
you watch the show? I am sad Kalinda is 
leaving. Wow, what a beautiful woman and 
actress she is.

Did you see the scene in the last show 
where she meets up with Alicia at the bar 
and they share a nal drink together? Didn’t 
you hope they decided to get a little closer? 
That would’ve been sweet. I guess the writ-
ers and producer of “The Good Wife” left us 
wanting and that is playing it just right!

Okay... now on to reality not fantasy. 
I don’t know about you but single, midlife 
lesbians – we’re in an interesting spot. You 
see, we don’t t into the younger crowds 
and we de nitely don’t t into the seniors 
events and clubs either.

Those of us who are women-who-love-
women, between the ages of 45-65 are 
in a prime of life all our own. We are now 
the wise women of our community. We are 

Let’s Plan
Events for 

Single, Midlife 
Lesbians  

Lesbian
Barb Elgin
Love

QUALITY OF LIFE

chemical that ages flour at a faster rate 
than using open air. The additive enhances 
the elasticity in dough and also bleaches 
the product. The result is a soft, fluffy and 
unnaturally white bread product. Potas-
sium bromate is banned from use in many 
countries except the U.S. If flour is labeled 
bromated or contains potassium bromate 
in the ingredient, it is best to choose a 
product without it. t

Michael Lausterer is a certified clinical 
essential oil therapist, professional chef, 
clinical nutritionist and co-owner of Basic 
Earth Essentials. For more information 
please visit Basicearthessentials.com
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is a big deal to serious lifters. This can be 
a big distraction, it takes a lot of focus to 
squat heavy or snatch a new personal re-
cord. When someone walks in front of you 
mid-lift it could cause the lifter to lose fo-
cus and potentially get hurt or even worse 
if the lifter has to bail we may not know 
where the weight will end up and it could 
hurt someone nearby. Imagine 300 pounds 
coming crashing to the floor… someone 
could get really hurt or worse.

• Be courteous! If you’re going to 
spend more time talking or texting let other 
lifters use the equipment you’re posted 
on. It’s a brave new world for the gym with 
all of the unnecessary distractions like 
phones, social media, and massive noise-
reducing headphones. So be aware of your 
surroundings, know if someone is waiting 
or if your conversation is including the 25 
other people around. 

• Wipe down your equipment! I’m 
a gym manager. My staff and I clean the 
equipment daily. However, as a gym user 
you have an obligation to keep yourself 
and others safe and free from spreading 
germs. Gyms are one of the easiest places 
to get a Staph infection (especially if you’re 
not wearing underwear).

• Be pleasant! – Smile! Yeah, working 
out is serious, but it’s not that serious. If 

it’s not fun then find 
another hobby. All 
too often while ei-
ther training clients 
or working out I get a 
mean mug from some 
dude or girl taking 
themselves and their 
biceps curls way too 
seriously. Trust me, I 
get it, you look good 
and you’re big, but 
no one really cares 
except you. Exercise 

should be fun and welcoming, Remember, 
no one likes a jerk and there was a time 
when someone gave you a dirty look for no 
reason. Did you like it?

The gym is no different from other so-
cial environments, use common sense, 
rack your weights, don’t curl in the squat 
rack, be nice and if you don’t know some-
thing – ask for help! The gym’s a place to 
train, learn and make new friends. t

Joshua H. Buchbinder, M.S., is fit-
ness manager at 24 Hour Fitness in Fair-
fax, Virginia. He has worked in fitness for 
19 years and is a Master Instructor for 
Kettlebell Concepts. His real passion is 
in improving fitness education for profes-
sionals and enthusiasts. Contact him at 
fmclub819@24hourfit.com or 703-828-
3422. 

This is not meant to be a rant. I want to 
give some advice to all gym-goers new or 
experienced, we all make a faux pas or two 
from time to time. Some of this may seem 
unbelievable, but each of these people are 
in every gym! 

• Donʼt creep! In every gym there are 
guys and girls who stare, catch eyes in the 
mirror, and hit on every person in the facil-
ity. To them a new member is fresh meat. 
They usually end up ostracizing them-
selves because they can’t keep their hor-
mones in check. The gym is a place to test 
your fitness, not your pick-up lines.

• Donʼt hoard! You ever get to the 
gym and are ready to go, focused, and 
then every single God-damned 
dumbbell is missing? You look 
around and find one girl with 
six different sets of weights, 
bands, and God knows what 
else! You ask her if she’s done 
and she says some nonsense 
like, “I’m doing a circuit,” or 
“I have a few more sets.” Let 
me see if I understand, I have 
to wait because you’re doing 
some ridiculous workout from 
YouTube? You’re out of your 
mind! We all pay the same 
membership dues – don’t take all the 
weights!

• Donʼt go commando! Ok, let me be 
clear on this, we came to work out not to 
see your genitals… I don’t care if you’re 
male or female, wear underwear. Especial-
ly nowadays as more and more men are 
wearing just spandex. Look I get it – you’re 
sweating, it’s hot but when I’m sitting do-
ing overhead presses and a guy walks in 
front of me and his package is out there 
or women wearing the washed-one-too-
many-times-spandex is bent over and I can 
see everything, it’s off-putting and distract-
ing. Distractions in the gym can lead to se-
rious injuries. This person and the creeper 
should totally get together because the ad-
vertising is ridiculous.

• Donʼt walk in front of a big lift! This 

Gym Do’s 
and Don’ts 

Life
Joshua H. Buchbinder

Fit
for

YouTube Series Focuses on AIDS
Two out of every three new HIV infections 
in the U.S. today are among gay and bi-
sexual men. Yet, according to a national 
survey by the Kaiser Family Foundation, 
few are talking about HIV with their health 
care providers.

Greater Than AIDS is working to break 
that silence.

Leading HIV doctors give frank, no-
nonsense answers to commonly-asked 
questions from gay men 
about HIV prevention, test-
ing and treatment in #Ask-
TheHIVDoc, a new YouTube 
series from Greater Than 
AIDS. 

“The more you talk 
about these things, the more 
comfortable you’ll be – and 
frankly, the more comfort-
able everyone will be,” says 
Dr. Demetre Daskalakis, one of the two 
doctors featured in the first installment of 
12 one-minute videos, “And that’s going to 
be how you get rid of stigma.”

Dr. Daskalakis, the Assistant health 
commissioner of New York City’s Bureau 
of HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control, is 
known for his energetic, active approach 
to addressing HIV/AIDS.

Appearing alongside Dr. Daskalakis 
in the series is Dr. David Malebranche, a 
primary care physician at the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Student Health Center with 
expertise in clinical management of HIV 
and behavioral HIV prevention research 
with black men in the U.S. 

Dr. Malebranche says he hopes people 
will use the information as a jumping-off 
point with their own healthcare providers. 
“Whether it’s in your relationship, in your 
community, or with your doctor, our hope is 
that these questions give you the tools to 
start having real conversations about HIV 
with the people in your life.”

In addition to being highly-regarded 
HIV/AIDS clinicians, both doctors are also 
openly gay and bring a personal perspec-
tive to their responses. As Dr. Daskalakis 
says in the video, “We have no shame 
about it, so you shouldn’t have any shame 
about it.”

While the tone of #AsktheHIVDoc has 
a playfulness and lightness, the answers 
Greater Than AIDS through social media 

and reflect those 
that some may be 
reluctant or not 
even know to ask: 
Is there some 
sort of regular 
checkup I should 
be getting, like a 
gay physical? Are 
there different 
levels of risk for a 

top and a bottom? What does “undetect-
able” mean?

“#AskTheHIVDoc seeks to take away 
any shame or stigma that men may feel 
in talking with their health care providers 
about HIV, while providing much needed 
information,” says Tina Hoff, Senior Vice 
President and Director of Health Commu-
nication and Media Partnerships, Kaiser 
Family Foundation – a co-founding part-
ner in Greater Than AIDS. “When we know 
better, we do better.”

Greater Than AIDS partner HERE 
Media (OUT, Advocate, Plus, pride.com 
and more) is helping to promote the se-
ries through its platforms. The series was 
filmed at Here Media’s studio in New York 
City.

As Dr. Malebranche says, “Keep the 
questions coming!” Post your questions 
tagged #AsktheHIVDoc @GreaterThanA-
IDS.

To watch the full series, go to @Great-
erThanAIDS on YouTube. t
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BY STEVE CHARING
Center Stage’s 2014-2015 season comes 
to a close with the world premier produc-
tion of the new musical Marley, which 
weaves together the life and songs of reg-
gae music legend Bob Marley. The lobby 
of the theater has been transformed with 
a dirt floor, a Jamaican shanty town, dom-
ino players, performances and dancing by 
ensemble members beginning 30 minutes 
before the show. Posters for the two op-
posing Jamaican political candidates Mi-

chael Manley and Edward Seaga line the 
walls and show the divisions in the country. 

From the raising of the proverbial 
curtain to the jammin’ hand-clapping cel-
ebratory concert at the conclusion, the 
audience is treated to a simply thrilling 
theatrical experience thanks to superb di-
rection, outstanding lead performers, a tal-
ented energetic ensemble, and a technical 
crew that is exceptional.

Rather than covering Marley from his 
birth in 1945 to his untimely death from 
cancer in 1981 at age 36 the show focuses 
on a period when his career exploded. It 
is bracketed by the 1976 “Smile Jamaica” 
concert before which he was almost assas-
sinated and the 1978 “One Love Peace” 
concert, which followed a two-year self-
exile to London where much introspection 
occurred. 

The varied threads of Marley’s life 
are shown to varying degrees including 
the Rastafari spiritual beliefs that guided 
him and reggae music that he took to new 
heights of popularity. Other threads such 

as his love of football (soccer) and his 
womanizing with 13 children by nine wom-
en are only hinted at.

Marley features music and lyrics by 
Bob Marley and a book by Center Stage’s 
artistic director Kwame Kwei-Armah, who 
is also the skillful director of this high-en-
ergy production and is the creative force in 
bringing the show to Baltimore.

If you are not a fan of Robert Nesta 
Marley or even reggae music, after experi-
encing Marley, it is likely you will be.

Mitchell Brunings, making his stage 
debut, brings Bob Marley to life with a 
strong voice and laid-back attitude. His 
mannerisms and movements – even when 
he dances during his vocal performances 
– was Bob Marley reincarnated. Taking the 
lead in nearly 30 songs, the show shines 
brightest when Mr. Brunings is singing 
such classic numbers as “No More Trou-
ble,” “Revolution,” “War,” “Them Belly Full,” 
“One Love,” “Jammin’,” and “Redemption 
Song.”

Musical Director Jason Webb and his 
nine-piece orchestra positioned above the 
stage did a wonderful job of keeping the 
beats and melodies in sync with the per-
formers’ vocals.

Saycon Sengbloh as Rita Marley and 
Michaela Waters as Cindy Breakspeare 
both give strong performances as the 
women at home and in exile in his life. 
Howard W. Overshown as Michael Manley, 
Don Guillory as manager Don Taylor, and 
John Patrick Hayden as record producer 
Don Taylor all had noteworthy performanc-
es as did the large and talented cast as 
a whole, making use of the entire theatre 
from back to front to balcony to interact 
with the audience. 

Other stars of the show besides the 
director and the Mr. Brunings are those 
comprising the entire artistic team. The 
set by Neil Patel features a large revolving 
record with three movable walls on which 
projection designer Alex Koch’s graphics 
comes to life. The projection effects are 
truly spectacular, offering representative 
glimpses of the grimy neighborhoods in 
and around the Jamaican city of Kingston, 
shots of newspaper headlines, recording 
studios, buildings and various other im-
ages, which add a significant amount of 
texture to the musical.

Outstanding lighting by Michelle Habek 
whose rich hues bathe the stage in fiery 
reds, blues as well as other pastels and 
shades plus clear resonating sound by 
Shane Rettig made for a top-notch concert 
experience. 
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Marley Be Jammin’ At Center Stage

Mitchell Brunings 
as Marley

credit: Richard Anderson

ESOSA provided the vividly colorful is-
land costumes adding authenticity to the 
production.

Bob Marley’s star has not diminished in 
the over 30 years since his untimely death. 
In fact, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame’s 
Facebook page is among the top 15 of all 
Facebook pages with over 73 million Likes. 

The music Bob Marley created still has 
the audience dancing in the aisles at Cen-

ter Stage and his message of peace and 
social justice echoes in the streets of Bal-
timore today. t

marley plays through June 14 at Cen-
ter Stage (700 North Calvert Street, Balti-
more). The performance runs 150 minutes 
with an intermission. Advisory: The play 
contains violence and profanity. For tickets 
call 410-332-0033 or visiting Centerstage.
org. 

BY STEVE CHARING
Iron Crow Theatre, Baltimore’s queer the-
atre company, will be presenting its third 
installment of the 2014-2015 Season with 
Holly Hughes’ The Well of Horniness be-
ginning on June 5. This film-noir detec-
tive genre puts the focus on women in 
this all-female cast. The other two plays of 
the season – 4:48 Psycho-
sis and The Revelation of 
Bobby Pritchard – featured 
strong female characters as 
well. 

The comedy by play-
wright, lesbian icon, and 
Iron Crow Theatre Advisory 
boardmember Holly Hughes 
is billed as sexy, funny, and 
with just the right amount of 
mania expected of a live-
show with a studio audience. 

“The play is over 30 years 
old but gets productions ev-
ery year from Charleston to 
Vermillion, South Dakota,” 
Hughes told Baltimore OUT-
loud. “It’s won an award at 
the Orlando Fringe and was 
censored in 2009 in NYC. What’s the ap-
peal? It’s a chance for women broadly de-
fined to borrow the vocabulary of camp for 
a feminist purpose.”

As director Julianne Franz says, The 
Well of Horniness is “a lust-filled lover who 
woos you with wit while in a full-on panic 
to get your clothes off.” She adds, “Time 
is serving up Holly’s cinematic equivalent 
of the Pet Rock. This play will continue to 
gain in popularity as lesbianism grows up. 
Here in Baltimore, it’s ready to drop her 
pants and moon any dyke even thinking 
about taking herself too seriously.”

Paired with nightly entertainment as 

one would expect of watching SNL or a 
late-night talk show, this will be an eve-
ning at the theater full of variety and hu-
mor, with the focus on Hughes’ play as the 
headliner. Full of innuendo, sexiness, and 
a bit of chaos, the play provides homage 
to the decades of past ranging from 1940s 
radio shows, 1960s sitcoms, and 1980s 

pop-culture. The story is that 
of the hidden world of the 
Tridelta Tribads, a sinister, 
Sapphic sorority. When one 
of their members gets mur-
dered in the powder room of 
the Vixen’s Den Dinner The-
atre, it’s up to Garnet McClit, 
“lady detective” to solve the 
case. The Well of Horniness
features Andrea Bush, Katie 
Hileman, Miranda Kosten, 
Chloe Mikala, Elizabeth 
Scollan, Ann Turiano, Kelly 
Hutchison, and Autumn Bre-
aud. 

The play will run from 
June 5-20 at the Baltimore 
Theatre Project (45 West 
Preston Street, Baltimore). 

Show times are as follows: 
Friday, June 5th at 8 p.m.; Saturday, 

June 6th at 8 p.m.; Thursday, June 11th at 
8 p.m.; Friday, June 12th at 8 p.m.; Sat-
urday, June 13th at 8 p.m.; Sunday, June 
14th at 7 p.m.; Wednesday, June 17th at 8 
p.m.; Thursday, June 18th at 8 p.m.; Fri-
day, June 19th at 8 p.m.; and Saturday 
June 20th at 8 p.m.

Tickets are $22 for general admission; 
$17 for seniors / educators / military; and 
$10 cash for students. 

For more information and reservations, 
visit Ironcrowtheatre.org or call 443-637-
CROW (2769). t

Iron Crow Theatre to Present 
The Well of Horniness
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because I wanted to write my own show 
and I wanted to sing pop music, basically. 
At that time, piano bar was very traditional, 
Broadway and standards. I got to go into 
the cabaret room and sing pop music. The 
first show I ever did, I opened with Janet 
Jackson song. [Laughs] I definitely wanted 
to shake it up a little bit. Now I play at Joe’s 
Pub and places downtown that are a little 
more progressive in the cabaret commu-
nity.

GS: Would you agree that that 
change has occurred because itʼs a 
younger generation of performers com-
ing up in cabaret, bringing their musical 
tastes to the scene?

AS: I would say so; generationally, for 
sure. But I think the audience has also 
opened up. When I used to go to cabaret, 
it used to be a lot of older people. It wasn’t 
a young thing at all. I’m kind of obsessed 
with Bridget Everett – she’s amazing! 
She’s riding the line between burlesque 
and cabaret. Her audiences are so diverse 
and hip and young. That to me is a dream 
audience where you can appeal to all kinds 
of people and all age groups and musical 
styles.

GS: The cabaret world is bursting at 
the seams with gay men, with a smatter-
ing of lesbians. In what ways has that 
worked to your advantage?

AS: Sharon McKnight is really the only 
lesbian I remember being in cabaret. She 
was so specific with what she does. I’ve 
always been out, but I’ve never defined 
myself as a lesbian singer. It was just sort 
of part of it, but it didn’t define me in some 

BY GREGG SHAPIRO
Anne Steele wants you to 
come to the cabaret, old 
chum. But don’t expect 
the usual Kander & Ebb, 
Jerry Herman, Stephen 
Schwartz, and Cole Porter 
content in the out artist’s 
set. Steele is intent on 
shaking things up in the 
cabaret scene, as she did 
with her award-winning 
show (and accompany-
ing studio album) “Strings 
Attached.” Her new EP, 
Whatʼs Mine (Steele Re-
cords) expands on that 
energy with the queer an-
them “Don’t Tell Us How 
To Love,” the irresistible 
dance track “Without You 
Tonight” and raucous rocker “Worst I Ever 
Had.” I spoke with Steele about the new 
EP and her career in April 2015.

Gregg Shapiro: Anne, you are the 
recipient of many awards for your sing-
ing, including MACs (Manhattan Asso-
ciation of Cabaret and Clubs Award), 
and Bistro and Nightlife Awards, among 
others. Do you have a special place of 
honor where they are displayed?

Anne Steele: No, they’re just in our of-
fice. We moved into a new house a year 
ago. We had shelves put up in our office. 
The awards are up there with our family 
pictures and stuff like that, mixed in there.

GS: Those awards are a reflection of 
your roots in the cabaret scene. How did 
you first discover the world of cabaret?

AS: When I first moved to New York, I 
got a job at a piano bar, Don’t Tell Mama. I 
earned my chops singing in the piano bar 
for years. It was sort of a natural progres-
sion to go into cabaret from there. There 
are two cabaret rooms at Mama’s. It was 
something people did to develop their own 
voice in music. To be completely honest, I 
was never fond of the cabaret title. I always 
found myself to be different from the aver-
age cabaret artist. Cabaret has changed a 
lot. Especially now; the downtown scene in 
New York is really different and edgy and 
cool. Cabaret has grown a lot in a lot of 
different ways. When I first started there 
was a certain demographic that went to 
cabaret shows, certain people performed 
in cabaret. It was all very cookie-cutter, in 
my opinion. I have never been a very cook-
ie-cutter kind of person. I went into cabaret 
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Flexible Steele
AN INTERVIEW WITH SINGER AND SONGWRITER ANNE STEELE

large way. Quite frankly, my main audience 
is gay men. I don’t know that being a les-
bian plays to that in any way [laughs].

GS: So chances are there wonʼt be a 
cabaret evening at the Michigan Wom-
enʼs Music Festival.

AS: [Laughs] certainly not. People al-
ways ask me, “Do you play the Olivia Cruis-
es or go to women’s events?” I’m like, “No, 
not really” [laughs]. Not that I wouldn’t. I’m 
a lesbian. I have lots of lesbian friends. I 
hate to pigeonhole the scene, but it’s really 
not the scene for it. My audiences are usu-
ally gay men and straight people, frankly. 
It’s just how it sort of happened.

GS: Five years have passed between 
the release of your first album Strings 
Attached, which featured a fascinating 
assortment of cover material, from stan-
dards by Stephen Sondheim and Char-
lie Chaplin to more contemporary fare 
made famous by P!nk, Lady Gaga and 
Sara Bareilles, and your new EP What’s 
Mine. What was keeping you busy dur-
ing that time?

AS: Five years ago, when that first 
came out, that was a huge undertaking 
for me. That was from my show that got 
most of the attention. A lot of the awards 
I received came from that show. That is 
when I made my jump from the Metropoli-
tan Room, which was the midlevel cabaret 
space I was playing after Don’t Tell Mama, 
down to Joe’s Pub. The first time I ever 
played Joe’s Pub was the CD release for 
Strings Attached. That was a huge transi-
tion for me. It was also the beginning of 
my relationship with my now wife (Kelli 
Carpenter). Things shifted for me. I got 
booked places. I got to pick and choose 
what I wanted instead of having to scratch 
and claw a little bit. I got to say I wanted to 
play Joe’s Pub three times a year and they 
were like, “Sweet! Let’s do it.” It felt a little 
more relaxed. About a year after Kelli and 
I started dating, I moved to the suburbs. 
Then I had children in my life because she 
has kids. That was a shift and a change. 
Now I’m a stepmother to four children 
[laughs].

GS: There is an audible difference in 
the musical styles of What’s Mine and 
Strings Attached. What brought that 
about?

AS: When I did Strings Attached, I 
was trying to figure out how to make the 
pop music that I loved to sing palatable 
for the cabaret community. I was trying to 
find a way to get them to listen to Britney 
Spears’ “Toxic” and not be so offended by 
it [laughs]. I thought, “What if I do it with 
string arrangements? They’re not going to 

know it’s Britney Spears. I can recreate it 
and do it in my own way. Hopefully they’re 
going to love it.” Even in the show, I did a 
Britney Spears song straight into a Sond-
heim song. To me, that was a brilliant jux-
taposition and something that was hilari-
ous in my brain. They just thought it was 
fantastic. That is why I went that route in 
that show. Then (record label) PS Classics 
came to me and we released the album. 
What I really wanted to do all along is what 
I’m doing now. I was waiting to get into a 
place where I have enough of a following 
and I’m strong enough on my own that I 
can release whatever I want. Not have to 
play to any particular audience. To me, that 
is this. It is every bit of who I am in a re-
cord.

GS: The real you, at last.
AS: [Laughs] yes, finally!
GS: There are two original songs, 

“Worst I Ever Had” and the title cut, co-
written by you on What’s Mine. What 
was your role in the songwriting pro-
cess?

AS: My amazing producer Erik James 
and I have been friends for a long time. 
We came up in piano bars together. He’s 
a brilliant pianist and singer and all-around 
musician. He’s also a producer. I went to 
him and said, “I really want to write. I’ve 
never written before. I don’t write music. 
I just write in my journals.” He said, “Grab 
your journals and let’s start going through 
them.” We went through them and pulled 
and lines and tried to figure out in what 
direction we wanted to go. We wrote four 
or five songs that we then threw away 
[laughs]. Then we started writing “Worst I 
Ever Had” and it was writing itself. A little close 
to home from the past, but it was coming very 
easily. He wrote the music. He’s fantastic at 
writing music to my lyrics. For “What’s Mine,” 
I was watching a TV show about songwriting. 
I had been struggling and my wife suggested 
we watch, that maybe it would inspire me. 
Halfway through it, I turned to her and said, 
“Do you mind if I shut it off? I think I have 
to write something.” I wrote “What’s Mine,” 
top to bottom, right there. They kept saying 
in the show, “Don’t force it. Write what you 
know.” That’s the best way to start. “What’s 
Mine” is about being a girl growing up in a 
small town in Indiana, not knowing who I was 
and not tting in and not knowing why. Hop-
ing someday I would nd my people and my 
place. That is certainly what’s happened for 
me. That song is very heartfelt; that’s why it 
ended up being the title track. It de nes the 
whole EP for me. t

Anne Steele performs on June 29 in 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, at Blue 
Moon.. See the full interview at Baltimore-
outloud.com

Anne 
Steel
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BY CHUCK DUNCAN 
Movies featuring car chases have been 
around for almost as long as cars and mov-
ies have existed (see The Keystone Cops). 
1968’s Bullitt is credited for having the rst real 
“car chase” scene that made audiences feel 
they were part of the action, and The French 
Connection amped up the cinematic car chase 
scene by lming in the real streets of New York 
City with real traf c and pedestrians unaware 
of what was going on. Of course, more recent-
ly we’ve had the Fast and Furious franchise 
which features some ridiculously over-the-top 
stunt and effects work that have made audi-
ences cheer.

But way back in 1981, director George 
Miller capitalized on his international hit Mad 
Max (1979) with The Road Warrior (a.k.a. Mad 
Max 2 outside the U.S.), a lm that was basi-
cally a feature-length car chase with minimal 
dialog. Miller was tempted to dip into that well 
one more time in 1985 with Mad Max Be-
yond Thunderdome, but that one was not as 
successful cramming a story into the chase 
scenes. After that, Miller thought he was done 
with the saga of Max Rockatansky, but even 
while directing charming family lms about 
pigs and penguins, the idea of another chap-
ter in the series was nagging at the back of 
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his mind. By this time Mel Gibson was too old 
for the part (and still kind of shunned by Holly-
wood for his past behavior), so Miller selected 
a virtual newcomer at the time, Tom Hardy, to 
ll Max’s leather pants, boots and jacket. The 

movie was set to shoot in 2001, but the events 
of 9/11 and the collapse of the U.S. dollar took 
its toll on the lm’s budget. When they were 
ready to go again in the Australian 
desert, the region saw unprec-
edented rain and ooding, leaving 
behind a green oasis that did not 
jive with the lm’s post-apocalyptic 
look.

Production nally began in 
South Africa, with Tom Hardy and 
Charlize Theron still on board, and 
the result is the stunning Mad Max 
Fury Road. The story is simple on 
the surface: mankind has been 
reduced to savagery with those in 
power controlling everything from gas to wa-
ter. The rest have to wait to be blessed with 
even a few drops of water, but the overlord Im-
mortan Joe (played by original Mad Max bad 
guy Toecutter, Hugh Keays-Byrne) warns the 
people not to get addicted to water. Immortan 
Joe is preparing to send his Imperator Furiosa 
on a run to a re nery to get more gasoline, but 

Truly Fast and Furious

Charlize 
mans up

on the way she takes a detour, having smug-
gled ve of Immortan Joe’s favorite wives out 
of The Citadel and the chase begins. During 
the pursuit, she notices a man strapped to the 
front of one of the vehicles (Max had been held 
captive and used as a human blood bag for 
one of the sickly War Boys), and after the car 
crashes, the two form an uneasy alliance to 
get to the Green Place which is a safe haven 
for her and the wives (Max is forced to drag the 

War Boy Nux with him as they 
are chained together). When 
Immortan Joe learns that his 
wives are missing, he sends 
every vehicle at his disposal to 
retrieve them.

Like The Road Warrior, 
Mad Max Fury Road has very 
little dialog but is packed from 
beginning to end with action. 
Miller has created an entire 
world fully formed, from Immor-
tan Joe’s Citadel to the vast 

stretches of desert, and a sort of boggy area 
with denizens straight out of Jim Henson’s The 
Dark Crystal. The lm is visually stunning with 
Miller never letting the orange sands of the 
desert become monotonous. The blue-tinged 
night scenes are also stunning, almost black 
and white but with occasional ashes of color 
from re or blood. And then there is the mas-
sive sand storm that one would think from the 
ads and trailers is the lm’s climactic moment, 
but it’s actually right up front. You have to won-
der how Miller can top that scene later ... and 
he does.

The one thing to keep in mind about Mad 
Max Fury Road is that all of the vehicles seen 
in the lm are real and driveable. Nothing you 
see during the massive car chases – outside 
of the sandstorm scene, presumably – is done 
with CGI effects (although many of the ying 
bodies most likely are). There are small cars 
almost like dune buggies, there are larger se-
dans and trucks, there are massive 18-wheel-
ers (one even has four drummers on the back 
and a heavy metal guitarist on top of the cab) 
all with various armor plating and protective/
destructive adornments. Everything has a func-
tion. It’s pointless, though to try to describe what 
Miller and his crew have been able to put on 
screen. You just have to see it to believe it. And 
even after you see it, you may still not believe it!

But even with all of the vehicular carnage, 
there are still people in the movie, and Miller 
has cast an amazingly visual group of people 
just as well as he’s cast the scenery. Charlize 
Theron has transformed herself into a shaven-
headed action chick – with a prosthetic arm no 
less – and she is both tough and vulnerable, 
showing the audience that she’s on the brink 
of an emotional breakdown but never letting 
anyone else penetrate that warrior-like exte-
rior she’s manufactured from her own psyche. 
Her rst encounter with Max is a brutal, all-out 

hand-to-hand battle that leaves you stunned 
by how intense it is. There are no holds barred 
in Theron’s performance. Nicholas Hoult is the 
War Boy Nux, and he has a terri c character 
arc going from Immortan Joe’s chosen warrior 
to a defender of Furiosa and her cargo when 
he suddenly becomes less favored in the blink 
of an eye. We can believe his sudden trans-
formation because Hoult shows us how much 
Immortan Joe’s approval means to Nux – the 
Immortan’s favors virtually guarantees ones 
admission into Valhalla – but one slip up and 
a look of disapproval breaks Nux’s spirit like 
glass when he realizes his true place in the Im-
mortan’s society. 

The lm is populated with a cast of wildly 
different characters, from the grossly deformed 
to the Immortan’s beautiful wives, led by Rosie 
Huntington-Whiteley and Zoe Kravitz, all 
seemingly fragile, ethereal slaves to the Im-
mortan, but more than willing to join in and 
kick some ass or do some mechanical work 
on Furiousa’s rig when necessary. Of course, 
the (human) star of the movie is Tom Hardy, 
more than capably lling Mel Gibson’s boots. 
He opens the lm with an amazing sequence 
that requires him to run through endless cav-
erns, shackled and trying to elude a horde of 
War Boys who want him for his blood, and then 
he spends another chunk of time strapped to 
Nux’s car like a ship’s gurehead. When he -
nally gets free and joins with Furiosa, he’s not 
so much ghting for himself as he is trying to 
atone for past misdeeds, real or imagined, as 
he is tormented by visions of a little girl who 
keeps harping on him about how he “let them 
all die.” Hardy’s Max becomes the lm’s true 
beating heart in one small moment near the 
end of the lm when he nally says his name. 
For Max, it’s a moment of desperation and 
heartbreak and Hardy’s performance in that 
moment nearly reduced me to sobbing. With 
all of the eye-popping action, that moment 
made me love the movie even more and has 
stuck with me. 

Critics throw around the word “master-
piece” a little too freely when referring to a lm 
they like, and for a lm in the action genre to 
even be considered for that honor is a rare 
thing indeed, but George Miller has created 
an action movie spectacle at the age of 70 
that any director a fraction of his age should 
be envious of. Miller shoots his action full-on, 
full screen and fully cinematic, never, ever, re-
sorting to a nausea-inducing hand-held shaky 
cam. He also uses the 3D process to great ef-
fect with little pieces of debris constantly ying 
your face and one big 3D moment during the 
lm’s climax. The cameras glide through the 

action, and the outstanding editing and music 
score add to the adrenaline rush making Mad 
Max Fury Road a true masterpiece of lm-
making. Here’s hoping the lm is successful 
enough for Miller to nish his second Mad Max
trilogy. t
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BY CHUCK DUNCAN
I’ve been looking forward to the remake of Pol-
tergeist because the trailer and the TV spots 
had given me hope that the familiar bits from 
the original would be there, especially that 
spooky clown, and they’d amp up the scares 
with some new stuff as well.

In this version, the Bowen family (the 
names have been changed from the original) 
are looking for a new home after losing their 
previous abode. Dad Eric (Sam Rockwell) has 
recently lost his job, so the family needs to 
downsize to something more affordable. They 
end up in a neighborhood that was hit hard 
by foreclosures, so the house may not be in 
the best condition but it is in their price range. 
The family moves in and before they even get 
settled, strange things begin to happen cul-
minating with the disappearance of youngest 
daughter Maddie (Kennedi Clements). The 
family calls in a team of parapsychologists who 
then call in a TV ghost hunter to bring Maddie 
back, but can they tackle the forces of evil?

Poltergeist wastes no time in letting us get 
to know the family before the activities begin. 
We just get character sketches. Dad has to 
be the bread-winner so he refuses to let his 
wife Amy (Rosemarie DeWitt) get a job. Oldest 
daughter is a bratty, entitled teenager; the mid-
dle son is afraid of his own shadow; the young-
est girl has imaginary friends and talks to the 
closet doors. We never really get to know the 
Bowens long enough to fear or care for them 
when the spirits start to attack. What’s worse is 
that some of the adult actors, especially Rock-
well, seem like they would rather be anywhere 
else than on that set.

A lot of the original humor from the original 
is gone too. Amy doesn’t really get to spend 
any time with the leader of the parapsychol-
ogy team (Jane Adams), so there’s no fun-
ny business of chairs stacking themselves 

LIVELY ARTS // OUT ON SCREEN

while mom nonchalantly goes about with her 
chores. Instead there’s just a little throwaway 
bit about how everyone gets a shock when 
they touch the wooden banister. Another of 
the key scenes from the original also involv-
ing the mother – the hallway that seems to 
stretch itself – is also gone. There’s not even a 
fake out moment when you think the movie is 
over but there’s a lot more to come. This time, 
it ends and you feel like everything happened 
so quickly that there must be more. But there 
isn’t. End credits.

There is one moment in the lm that 
seems to scream, “There’s a whole lot missing 
here” when Eric, who we have just seen trying 
to buy squirrel traps with over-the-limit credit 
cards, comes home with armloads of gifts in-

cluding a new iPhone for the oldest daughter, 
a quad-copter with video camera for the boy, 
and expensive earrings for his wife. There is 
absolutely no explanation for how Eric man-
aged to acquire all of these items, but for the 
fact that the phone and the copter are neces-
sary plot devices for the movie.

That’s not to say that the movie is bad, it’s 
just disappointing for pretty much anyone who 
is familiar with the original. Little Kennedi Cle-
ments probably gives the best performance, 
and if you squint a little she even resembles 
the original Carol Ann a bit, but with brown hair. 
The special effects and the 3D are also quite 
good, but overall it just felt like it was missing 
half the movie. If you’ve never seen the origi-
nal, then you just may like this one, and if you 
have you might nd it lacking something as 
well. t

Poltergeist Doesn’t Quite Know 
What Scares You

Not Ronald 
McDonald
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BY STEVE CHARING
If you are or have been a Baltimore Orioles 
fan for over a half century or became one 
just recently, 60 Years of Orioles Magic
(Insight Edition, 276 pages, $50) is a 
must-read chronicle from the birth of the 
Birds through the exhilarating 2014 sea-
son. The coffee-table sized book with tons 
of extraordinary vintage and color photos 
of virtually everybody whoever put on an 
O’s uniform presents a superb accounting 
of all the ups and downs the franchise has 
experienced since its 1954 move to Balti-
more from St. Louis.

Jim Henneman, a former sports jour-
nalist for the Baltimore News American
and Baltimore Sun for over 50 years and 
who attended the first Orioles game in 
Baltimore in 1954, shared his wealth of 
knowledge of Orioles lore throughout the 
276-page book. The best all-time Orioles 
pitcher, Jim Palmer, penned the introduc-
tion drawing on his astounding photo-
graphic baseball memory that he often dis-
plays on TV citing specifics of a game from 
decades past (who pitched against him, 
which batter he retired with men on base, 
the score, etc.).

The book contains 14 chapters that 
chronologically depict key “eras” over the 
60 years. Enhanced by countless vivid 
photos – many full page in size and of the 
action variety – and detailed captions, the 
story of the Orioles history unfolds in what 
must be considered catnip for Orioles fans 
in particular and baseball fans in general. 
There are also replica ephemera, including 
old-time tickets, scorecards, posters and 
more among the pages. 

From a description of the poor-perform-
ing Orioles teams early on in the 1950s to 
the emergence of a contender and then 
champion team in the 1960’s, Henneman 
effectively rekindles the memories of how 
the team evolved from oblivion to become 

one of the elite squads in baseball.
He continues this journey in the subse-

quent decades with the team’s peaks and 
valleys, which were numerous, and cover-
ing the multitude of players who wore the 
orange and black, the ownership, the front 
office, trades – 
good and bad, the 
various managers, 
the new ballpark 
at Camden Yards 
and much, much 
more. In particu-
lar, Henneman 
describes so well 
the exciting “Why 
Not?” season of 
1989 that capti-
vated the baseball 
world and Orioles 
fans. 

Several Ori-
oles are high-
lighted in full page 
tributes, such 
as Earl Weaver, 
Brooks Robinson, 
Doug Decinces, 
Eddie Murray, and 
the phenomenon 
known as Cal Rip-
ken, Jr. especially 
his “iron man” streak. 

60 Years of Orioles Magic includes a 
feature that is absolutely wonderful and 
a delight to baseball addicts. Following 
each era, Henneman recounts a bunch 
of “Memorable Games” that were usually 
significant, odd or ironic. For instance, this 
section shows Hoyt Wilhlem becoming the 
first Orioles pitcher to throw a no-hitter, 
which occurred on September 20, 1958. 

Or when on June 21, 1966, Frank Rob-
inson hit a 451-foot blast off Luis Tiant of 
Cleveland that became the only home run 

A Magical Ride Through Orioles History
LIVELY ARTS // BETWEEN THE COVERS

hit out of Memorial Stadium. On July 27, 
1973, the Orioles defeated the White Sox 
17-0 for the largest shutout victory in club 
history. Then there was Tippy Martinez 
picking off three Toronto runners in the 9th 
inning of a tie game on August 24, 1983. 

And more recently, 
there was Robert 
Andino’s astound-
ing game-winning 
hit on September 
28, 2011 off Bos-
ton’s impervious 
closer Jonathan 
Papelbon to ef-
fectively knock the 
Red Sox out of the 
playoffs, setting 
the stage for the 
O’s revitalization 
beginning in 2012. 

What I liked 
to have seen in-
cluded in this oth-
erwise exemplary 
trip down Orioles 
memory lane is 
more depth in 
describing some 
situations. For ex-
ample, illumination 
on the exploits of 

Earl Weaver and his numerous on-field 
skirmishes with umpires and some insight 
into Weaver’s storied “love-hate” relation-
ship with star pitcher Jim Palmer would 
have been welcome with a photo or anec-
dote or two. 

The book would have been even more 
nostalgic if some of the quirks the fans 
loved were mentioned, such as John Den-
ver’s iconic “Thank God I’m a Country 
Boy” played during the 7th inning stretch 
for many years, or the fans’ screaming “O” 
during the National Anthem, or a special 
tribute to the beloved announcer Chuck 
Thompson. They were part of the Orioles 
tradition as well. 

Moreover, since baseball and statistics 
are inexorably entwined, an appendix pre-
senting the year-to-year performance of 
the team, their cumulative records versus 
opposing teams, or a list of team leaders by 
category would have been the icing on the 
cake. Though statistics are laced through-
out, a separate section is warranted.

Nonetheless, 60 Years of Orioles Mag-
ic through its extraordinary images and 
writing about those who wore the Orioles 
uniform brings to life a history, identity and 
a tradition that is clearly enduring. t

The New Wave Singers of Baltimore, 
under the direction of Adam P. Koch, will 
present its spring concert “Our American 
Songbook” on Saturday and Sunday, 
June 6 and 7.

The chorus will perform a variety of 
pieces re ective of U.S. history, music, 
and culture, ranging from the traditional 

songs “Shenandoah,” “Amazing Grace,” 
and “Bridge Over Troubled Water” to 
more modern works including Ysaye M. 
Barnwell’s “Wanting Memories” and Jo-
seph Martin’s “The Awakening.” 

The Saturday, June 6 concert will be 
held at St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (1900 St. Paul Street, Baltimore) 
at 7 p.m. Sunday, June 7th’s performance 
will be at 7 p.m. at Govans Presbyterian 
Church (5828 York Road, Baltimore). 
Tickets are $20 and can be purchased 
online at Newwavesingers.org, from any 
New Wave member, or at the door. 

New Wave director Adam P. Koch 
promises an evening of great music, full of 
familiar works with a few surprises along 
the way. “Our concert presents works 
that are key to the heritage of American 
music, both old and new,” he explains. 
“Some compositions have been motivat-
ed by events sparking a need for musi-
cal interpretation while others in uenced 
generations of music. Our audience will 
experience an exciting evening that in-
cludes familiar sounds such as ‘Nelly Bly’ 
and ‘A Change is Gonna Come’ as well as 
new tunes and old tunes with new words!” 

The New Wave Singers of Baltimore, 
founded in 1985, is Maryland’s only 
LGBT and straight chorus. An auditioned 
ensemble of more than 40 singers, New 
Wave’s mission is to make music that 
matters by performing songs of hope, 
diversity, inclusion, and humor. For more 
information, or to request a performance, 
visit Newwavesingers.org. t

New Wave 
Singers’ ‘Our 

American 
Songbook’ 

Concert on Tap

New Wave
Singers
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win for employers and employees. Of those 
who work remotely at least a few times per 
month, 77% report greater productivity while 
working offsite; 23% are willing to work lon-
ger hours from home than they would on-
site; and 42% feel just as connected with 
colleagues as if they were working on the 
premises. This last statistic is a bit surpris-

ing to me at 
first glance, but 
as I thought 
about it, today, 
most people 
do not leave 
their offices 
when working 
onsite, and are 
commun ica t -
ing with their 
colleagues by 
email, instant 
messaging, or 
by phone. All of 

these methods of communication can occur 
from the comfort of home.

Some managers are still of the mind-
set that if they cannot see you at work, this 
means you are not working. My counterar-
gument to this opinion is a consistent one, if 
the employee is meeting the objectives set 
forth for him or her, then there is no issue. 

Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger

It’s about the time of year when some com-
panies allow for “Summer Fridays.” Likely, 
the policy on this is that employees must 
work an additional four hours from Mon-
day through Thursday, requiring only four 
hours worked on Friday. The policy is usu-
ally in place from the Friday before Memo-
rial Day until Labor Day weekend to allow 
employees to get started on enjoying their 
weekends. I implemented such a program 
at my own employer a few years ago. Some 
of our senior management seemed to be 
against the idea, for fear that employees 
would take advantage of the flexibility, 
would not honor the policy, and productivity 
would decrease. Sure, there will always be 

a bad apple in the bunch, but overall, most 
employees are honest, and appreciate the 
company’s willingness to provide such a 
benefit.

What managers are learning over time 
is that there is an increase of discretion-
ary effort from employees when they are 
engaged and feeling good about their 
employment/em-
ployer. Allowing 
for Summer Hours 
is a fairly easy 
benefit to imple-
ment, without the 
company having 
to contribute too 
much financially to 
allow for it. Anoth-
er flexible benefit 
more employers 
are implemented 
is telecommuting, 
or in other words, 
working from home. With today’s technol-
ogy, we are seeing this worker type surface 
more and more. 

According to the results of the lat-
est Remote Collaborative Worker Survey, 
which polled 353 adult internet users and 
conducted by ConnectSolutions, when 
properly managed, telework can be a win-

Summer
Hours

Sorry I canʼt take your call – Iʼm in a meeting

This perspective seems to diffuse some of 
the skepticism. Of course, remote working 
is not for everyone, and may not even be 
advisable for some job types. Given my 
role in Human Resources, I make my living 
by interacting with all levels of employees. 
It would be quite difficult to make connec-
tions away from the office. Secondly, I am 
very easily distracted. It would be a chal-
lenge for me to stay focused on the work at 
hand and fight the urge to crawl up on the 
sofa to watch a movie. 

Recent studies have found that pro-
spective employees are citing workplace 
flexibility as a top priority. Some of the 
underlying reason for this is the need to 
care for aging parents or caring for young 
children. By allowing for flexibility in the 
workplace, either by a Summer Hours-like 
program, or telecommuting, companies are 
better able to attract and retain talent in 
their organizations. Along with this, there 
are significant indirect costs that are de-
creased. For example, decreases in costs 
of office space and heating and cooling 
those offices. Even more benefits can be 
found in productivity, when employees are 
able to work during weather related office 
closures. Overall, exploring these work-
place solutions just makes good business 
sense. t

YOUR MONEY
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REAL ESTATE

BY HARVEY O
When an architect accepts a commission 
for a new project, they must understand the 
building program in order to develop an ap-
propriate plan. Despite the best collabora-
tive efforts of the architect and the client, 
it is not unusual to find that the longer the 
client lives in the space, they occasionally 
discover deficiencies in the design. If you 
have had the opportunity to frequent the 
Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall since its 
opening on September 16, 1982, you may 
have noticed this phenomena in action.

To start with some history, the Meyer-
hoff is located in Mount Vernon, at 1212 
Cathedral Street, and is home to the Bal-
timore Symphony Orchestra. It is named 
for Joseph Meyerhoff, a Baltimore busi-
nessman and patron of the arts who served 
as president of the symphony from 
1965 to 1983. The structure was 
designed by the architectural rms 
of Pietro Belluschi and Jug/Bean-
nen Associates in the modern style. 
The acoustical design was done by 
Bolt, Beranek, and Newman.

The building and auditorium 
are essentially oval. The exterior, 
covered in an iron-spot brown 
brick and featuring large expanses 
of glass, reveals the auditorium 
space as it extends above the 
sloping roof of the lobby. The high-
est point is located at the balcony 
level in the front, and slopes down 
toward the stage. For acoustical 
reasons, the interior of the audito-
rium is devoid of right angles and utilizes 
a series of cylindrical wall features that ex-
tend from the floor of the orchestra seats 
to the roof, sometimes interrupted by box 
seats or projecting balcony seating. Light-
colored wood, rust-toned carpet, and off-
white walls round out the interior.

Over the years, both the lobby and 
auditorium have undergone changes to 
the original program. Occasionally, those 
changes have even been changed again. 
A gift shop was added. It was innocuous 
in its design as it was simply located in a 

dead corner of the lobby that was never 
effectively utilized. However, it was poorly 
executed. Surface wire molding was used 
to add lighting, and screens used to con-
ceal cluttered extra stock that could be 
seen from the balcony above. Eventually 
additional renovations increased the sec-
ond floor above, thereby concealing the 
gift shop beneath a new lounge…a definite 
improvement.

Another project that was done (and 
done again) was the sound-diffusing pan-
els above the stage. These panels project 
the sound of the orchestra from the stage 
out to the audience. In 1990 these panels 
were modified, only to be done so again in 
2001, as part of a larger renovation of the 
auditorium. Though the new panels proved 
to be much more affective, they are not 
the most appropriate in appearance. In my 
opinion, the brass toned streaks through 
the light wood panels are the design equiv-
alent of a chrome and glass coffee table in 
a English themed sitting room.

Even more disappointing was the reno-
vations to the box office in order to add a 
private lounge above it for the elite donors. 
The result was a scar on the building’s ex-
terior. New structure had to be added to 
access the lounge. It was necessary to 
conceal the structure that projected to the 
exterior of the building. The feature did not 
utilize the same materials on the exterior 

of the building nor did it match in color or 
dimension.

Sometimes it cannot be helped. Modi-
fying a building’s program occasionally 
results in less than desirable results. But 
when that building has the architectural 
and cultural signi cance of The Meyerhoff it 
becomes the responsibility of the designer 
and client to weight those changes against 
the result. In this case I think they missed 
the target. A handful of people are granted 
access to the new lounge. But the blemish 
on the exterior is viewable by all. t

The Meyerhoff: 
Past & Present
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Billy’s BBQ
1127 West Charlotte Avenue
Mt. Holly, North Carolina

BY RICHARD FINGER
Earlier in the week, I found myself, unexpect-
edly, in the back country of North Carolina, 
just south of the foothills of the state, on a 
business trip. My dining experience at Billy’s 
BBQ was just too precious not to write about, 
even if the chances are slim that the readers 
will ever frequent the place. It was lunchtime, 
and my colleague, based in Chicago, decided 
I needed a real down-home Southern meal, 
something to remember, for sure.

We set a plan to head to Billy’s for some 
Southern BBQ. Upon walking in, I couldn’t help 
but notice just how simple the decor and the at-
mosphere. Picture two small dining halls, each 
furnished with tables and chairs one might nd 
at the local recreation center on bridge night. 
Hanging on the walls were old washboards ap-
parently manufactured in the town long ago. 
Upon walking in, were ever so politely greeted 
and seated a table overlooking the main road. 

Quickly, we were brought menus along 
with the specials of the day, and I decided on 
a sweet tea ($1.49) right quick. Without even 
opening the menu, my colleague and I looked 
over the specials, which included country-fried 
steak, turkey and dressing, one-half baked 
chicken, and fried green tomatoes. Almost all 
specials were served with a choice of two sides: 
baked beans, mashed potatoes, collard greens, 
slaw, BBQ slaw, potato salad, mac and cheese, 
and yes, even banana puddin’. We asked our 
server for her recommendation, and she reck-
oned that “The Turkey and Dressing [$7.95] 
was some of the best she’d ever had.” Well, I 
just had to put that to the test, so I ordered this, 
along with sides of collard greens and mashed 
potatoes. My co-worker on the other hand, kept 
things simple with a bowl of vegetable soup and 
a grilled cheese ($5.95).

We did feel a bit out of place in this restau-
rant, a couple of Northerners completely taken 
out of our element, but we fell for the charm, and 
the stress of the morning seemed to subside just 
being around the warm hospitality. Every patron 
in the restaurant seemed to be at ease, engaged 
in conversation, and just having a good time. 
There was something so calming about it, 
and maybe given the hectic week I was hav-
ing, I embraced the moment fully.

Our meals did come to the table in a 

timely fashion. We were surprised by our 
meal portions, given the low price. Our 
waitress brought over some vinegar and 
told me I had to pour a bit over the col-
lard greens. So far, she hadn’t steered 
me wrong, so I did as told. All I can say 
is, “Wow” – this meal was some of the 
best cookin’ I’d had in ages. The collard 
greens certainly burst with avor with 
the addition of the vinegar. The sweet 
gravy over the mashed potatoes, turkey, 
and dressing, was fantastic. It was far 
better than I’d imagined. My coworker’s 
bowl vegetable soup looked more like a 
trough of soup. She indicated there was 
an abundance of vegetables in the soup, 
and the broth was de nitely homemade, 
with just the right amount of pepper.

As we were eating, at the table for 
ten, next to us came in the “Housewives 
of Mt. Holly.” Later I decided a better name 

for them were the “Steel Magnolias of Mt. 
Holly,” given their age, their demeanor, and 
the blue hair, sprayed for maximum height, 
some of them sported. They were going on 
and on about activities in the town and at 
the church. They were precious. My most 
memorable moment of this dining experi-
ence occurred with our same server took 
their orders. The one lady, who very much 
reminded me of Oiuser, ordered a salad. 
The waitress replied, “Surely, ma’am – the 
salad come only with lettuce and tomata, 
but I can add some eggs, cheese, or car-
rots on it if you like, but I can’t add cucum-
ber because they ain’t in season right now.” 
To which Oiser replied, “No worries honey 
– my friends tell me cucumbers are hard to 
digest anyway. I’ll just have the salad with 
some house dressing on the side.” 

Well, if ever you nd yourself in Mt. 
Holly, North Carolina, you simply must 
stop in for some Southern home cookin’ 
at Billys. You’ll be so glad you did, and 
perhaps a memorable moment will be ex-
perienced there for you as well!  t

Finger’s
Food

DINING OUT

Unassuming on the outside...
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The recently announced closing of Club 
Hippo after 43 years in Baltimore also has 
many people feeling nostalgic. A few years 
ago my partner, Sir Steve, attended a Hippo 
anniversary celebration dressed in full leath-
er. Someone commented to him that he was 
in the wrong bar. I guess that person was un-
aware of the big role Club Hippo has played 
in Maryland’s leather community. Last No-
vember the 25th Mr. Maryland Leather title-
holder was sashed on stage at the Hippo. 
The Hippo has hosted that annual Mr. Mary-
land Leather Contest more times than any 
other venue. In March of 2001 I was selected 
Maryland Mr. Drummer 2001 on that same 
stage and I will never forget my stepdown at 
Club Hippo in March of 2002. I even had the 
opportunity to produce the Maryland Leath-
erSIR / Leatherboy Contest (which evolved 
from Drummer) in March of 2007 and club 
owner Chuck Bowers was wonderful to work 
with. One of the many reasons I’ve always 
been proud of the Mid-Atlantic leather com-
munity is the way our community supports 
all those folks who work hard competing for 
Miss Gay Maryland, Miss Hippo, and count-
less other titles. One could always nd sev-
eral tables of leather folks in full leather at 
these pageants. And no event brought the 
leather community and drag community to-
gether at Club Hippo each second Saturday 
of December for 16 years like the annual 12 
Days of Christmas extravaganza presented 
by Hooker & Boys. Not only have I attended 
every show since 2001, but I have performed 
in most of them either alone or with my fel-
low ShipMates. I am sure there will be a 17th 
annual 12 Days of Christmas this December, 
but it may not be at the Hippo. 

Looking Back /
Looking 

Forward
Mr. Maryland Leather 2015 Greg King gave 
me a wonderful gift recently. He invited me to 
take a look back over my leather journey. As 
part of his MML Master Class in Maryland’s 
Leather History which he is doing in coop-
eration with the Carter / Johnson Leather 
Library and with the support of the Baltimore 
Eagle, he videotaped an interview with me 
on May 15 in front of a group of about 40 
leather folks at The Loft above Grand Cen-
tral prior to the regularly scheduled Friday 
night leather night. It was a chance for me 
to take a little walk down Memory Lane. It 
has been quite a journey that started with 

growing up in a small town, knowing that I 
was kinky, but thinking there was something 
wrong with that, to discovering The Gallery 
Bar in Baltimore back in 1984 when it was a 
dress-code leather bar. It was great to look 
around and see so many familiar faces in the 
room who had played an important part in 
my life. It is no secret how much my leather 
tribe means to me and that my leather family 
grows every year. Someone asked me re-
cently if I thought the leather community was 
dwindling. (Obviously that person must not 
have attended Mid-Atlantic Leather Week-
end in Washington in January. MAL gets 
bigger every year!) The leather community 
is more than just some bars that have closed 
recently or some event that is not happening 
this year. It is about people. People change, 
tastes change, and the leather community 
has changed, too. When I rst discovered 
the leather community there was only one 
kind of leather – black! A brown pair of leath-
er chaps would elicit an eye roll from folks 
at the leather bar. Now if you go to a leather 
bar or a leather event you will see leather in 
every color. You will also see people in neo-
prene, rubber, and spandex. It is all fetish 
and it all turns my head. The leather commu-
nity is not dwindling. It is just evolving. The 
scenery continues to change on my leather 
journey and I am grateful for it. 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

The ShipMates are getting ready to kick 
off their annual Daddy Christmas fundraiser 
and you don’t have to wait until December to 
get in the spirt. Come to Leon’s / Steampunk 
Alley on Friday, June 19 starting at 9 p.m. for 
a little “Ho Ho in the Heat.” There will be a 
50/50 raf e, Jell-O shots, a porn ea market, 
silent auction... and who knows, you may 
even see Santa Claus. This year’s charity 
for Daddy Christmas is Health Care for the 
Homeless. 

Also coming up in June is the third annu-
al “An Of cer and a Leatherman” event put 
on by the Promethean Guard Leather Club 
of New Jersey and the Mid-Atlantic Uniform 
League (MAUL). Make plans to be at The 
Raven in New Hope, Pennsylvania, on the 
weekend of June 12 and 13. For details go 
to Prometheanguard.org or Uniformleague.
org. 

Class will be back in session at The Loft 
on Friday, June 19 starting at 8 p.m. as Mr. 
Maryland Leather 2015 Greg King interviews 
Mr. Maryland Leather 1999 David Allen. Da-
vid is one of those folks who played a big 
part in my leather journey. In fact David co-
produced the Mid-Atlantic Mr. Drummer/ 
Drummerboy contest in 2001 when I com-
peted. (It was also at this contest that I rst 
met Sir Steve when I sold him the winning 
50/50 raf e ticket.) 

I recently wrote an article about puppy 
play and the Mid-Atlantic Kennel Korps. You 
can meet the handlers and pups of MAKK 
and learn more about puppy play on Thurs-
day, June 4 starting at 9:30 p.m. as they host 
their monthly social at the D.C. Eagle (3701 
Benning Road NE). 

Mark your calendar for the weekend of 
August 28 to 30 for Chesapeake Leather 
and Pride (CLAP) at the Baltimore Play-
house (3010 Washington Boulevard). CLAP 
will feature exhibits from the Carter / John-
son Leather Library, a vendor mart, play par-
ties, and more. The highlight of the weekend 
will be the Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman 2015 
Contest scheduled for 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
August 29. 

Speaking of contests, it is not too early 
to contact the Empress Hotel in Asbury Park, 
New Jersey, and book your room for October 
16 to 18 for the New Jersey Leather Week-
end and the Mr. & Miss New Jersey Leather 
2016 Contest. Details can be found at Leath-
ernjonline.com. I’ve attended this weekend 
in the past and it is a lot of fun. Make plans 
now. It will give you something to look for-
ward to.  t

International Mr. Leather 2015  –  Pat-
rick Smith - Mr. Los Angeles Leather 2015; 
First Runner-up: Kevin Murphy - Mr 
Leather Ireland 2015; Second Runner-up:
Brian Bolt Donner - Mr. TriState Leather 
2014; International Mr. Bootblack 2015: 
Bamm-Bamm from Phoenix, Arizona    
credit: Richard Puller
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