
When asked about some highlights of 
this long career, he said, �One of my fa-
vorite moments in journalism was being 
an eyewitness to history in the signing of 
the bill that legalized same-sex marriage 
in Maryland in March of 2012,� Steve said. 
�Another was covering Mayor Stephanie 
Rawlings-Blake�s officiating of the first 
same-sex nuptials in the state on New 
Year�s 2013 at Baltimore�s City Hall.�

On learning of Steve�s retirement, Bal-
timore OUTloud co-publishers Jim Becker 
and Jim Williams issued the following 
statement of gratitude for his 12 years of 
tireless dedication to the newspaper and 

years under the tutelage of 
the late, great Kay Halle, 
longtime social justice ad-
vocate and community ser-
vant. There was a bit of love 
in everything that she did, 
and though small in stature, 
she was a force to be reck-
oned with. Although I am 
quite large, those who know 
me would agree that I ap-
proach my work with a nice 
balance of tenderness and 
intensity. 

GLSEN is a fantastic 
organization that continues 
to show me the importance 
and impact of investing in 
young people, speaking up 

for the victimized, and refusing to negotiate 
safety and respect for all people. FreeState 
expanded my understanding of LGBTQ is-
sues and encouraged a more intersectional 
approach to my work. From my work with 
FreeState, I learned how race, gender, and 
class all come into play as one navigates sys-
tems: education, legal, or health care. Both 
organizations are well run, consistent, and 
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Steve Charing Retires: Farewell but not Goodbye

BY STEVE CHARING
Jabari Lyles is a teacher, the outreach spe-
cialist at FreeState Legal Project, and co-
chair and education manager at GLSEN-Bal-
timore. Busy as he is, he has recently taken 
on an additional role: President of the board 
of directors for the Gay, Lesbian Bisexual and 
Transgender Community Center of Baltimore 
and Central Maryland (GLCCB).

In doing so, Lyles becomes the fourth 
person to hold that position in the last ten 
months. He graciously agreed to be inter-
viewed so that the community would be more 
acquainted with him and to allow him to ad-
dress the rate of turnover at the GLCCB, the 
center’s purpose, its nances, as well his vi-
sion for the center. 

Steve Charing: What motivated you 
to join the GLCCB board and ultimately 
agree to be its president?

Jabari Lyles: I joined the GLCCB board 
to work towards reifying its potential. After 

working in the local nonprot and LGBTQ 
advocacy scene for some time, I became cu-
rious as to why, besides Pride, the GLCCB 
seemed nonexistent and hidden. It was par-
ticularly confusing, as a young, black, gay 
person in Baltimore, that I didn�t feel a con-
nection to this center. I certainly knew this 
absence was not for lack of need. 

Eventually, I learned about 
parts of the center�s history, the 
community concern it generated, 
and perhaps the reason why the 
GLCCB seemed to exist in the 
shadows. Instead of continuing to 
condemn the organization, I saw 
an opportunity to make change from within. 
To me, continuing to neglect the center was 
continuing to neglect the people it could rep-
resent. I decided to apply to join the board, 
with a specic focus on the GLCCB’s trans-
parency and inclusion, work with people of 
color, youth, and the transgender community. 

I immediately took an 
active role on the board and 
became heavily involved in 
the center�s operations and 
direction. I became impas-
sioned with the idea of a 
community center that is 
truly community held, com-
munity-serving, and com-
munity-building � supported 
by an organization that has 
the trust and buy-in from 
the people we serve. To 
me, this is what a commu-

nity center should al-
ways be. I agreed to 
be board president 
because I believe 
in what the GLCCB 
can be, I believe in my community, 
and I believe that I can lead with hope, 
love, knowledge and courage. 

SC: You have been working with sever-
al successful non-prots, such as GLSEN 
and FreeState Legal. What has been your 
experience at these organizations that you 
can bring to the GLCCB?

JL: I have worked with GLSEN-Baltimore 
for nearly ten years now, and for several 
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BY BILL ANDRIETTE 
Steve Charing, a longtime LGBT journalist, 
Baltimore OUTloud columnist, local news 
editor, and former managing editor, has 
announced his retirement to spend more 
time with his husband and OUTloud con-
tributor, Bob Ford. The two intend to spend 
their newly found free time traveling and 
engage in other hobbies together.

Steve has been a major contributor to
OUTloud since its inception in 2003. Dur-
ing these 12 plus years, he has written over 
1,500 articles for the newspaper covering a 
wide swath of topics. Aside from his popular 
column �OUTspoken� where he has offered 
commentary on a variety of local, state, and 

national LGBT issues, he has covered local, 
state, and national news; written feature ar-
ticles; interviewed key area newsmakers; 
was the paper�s theatre critic for the past 
several years, and had written television, 
lm and book reviews.

In reecting on his more than three de-
cades as a journalist for the LGBT com-
munities, Steve said, �I am gratified that in 
some way I helped keep community mem-
bers informed on LGBT issues with the 
goal to increase engagement on matters 
that are important in our struggle for equal-
ity and non-discrimination. Baltimore OUT-
loud provided me with that opportunity. It�s 
now time to embark on a different journey.� 

‘It’s time 
for us to 
reboot.’

Jabari Lyles
credit: Bob Ford

—continued on page 3

Bob Ford 
& Steve 
Charing
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10 QUESTIONS FOR GLCCB 
PRESIDENT JABARI LYLES 

– continued from page 1

have a high sense of integrity and account-
ability to the community. All decisions are tied 
to the mission. Routines and expectations are 
rmly in place. I will bring all of these things, 
my approach and experiences to my work at 
the GLCCB.

SC: What do you see as your number 
one priority and why?

JL: My number one priority is identifying 
appropriate, reliable, and stable leadership at 
all levels. Effective leadership will add value 
and credibility to our organization, has been 
sorely needed, and will begin the process of 
mending the GLCCB�s relationship with the 
community. This includes assembling a dy-
namic and well-resourced board that reects 
the diversity of our community, hiring an exec-
utive director who has strong executive chops 
with an authentic understanding of the needs 
and interests of the entire community, and re-
viving a Community Advisory Board to look to 
the people we serve for direction.

SC: Over the course of the past 16 
months there have been four different 
executive directors or interim directors 
serving in that capacity and four board 
presidents since November. How can you 
reduce the frequent turnover and create 
stability and thus, generate more con-
dence in the GLCCB?

JL: We need to be much better at setting 
our leaders up for success so they are best 
poised to lead. That looks like: proper on-
boarding and orientation, a reliable directory of 
resources, and open communication between 
board and staff leaders. I feel the rst step is 
stepping back and clarifying and perhaps re-
calibrating our mission and purpose. It�s time 
for us to reboot. 

The GLCCB is due to ask itself: Why are 
we here and what do we do? Who do we 
serve? How do we serve? We will surely nd 
stability in this renewed sense of purpose. 
What will be most important is how we listen 
to the community to answer these questions. 
At this critical junction in the center�s history, 
we are presented with an opportunity to recre-
ate our organization in the community�s image. 

My job will be to unify the right group of 
people who identify strongly with this mission 
who will realign and recommit, and who will 
move forward together with passion and cohe-
sion. As your current president, I don�t intend 
on going anywhere so long as the people I 
serve will have me. I have a hands-on, bear-
through-the-storm approach to this position; I 
don�t scare easily, and have advised a similar 
approach to my fellow boardmembers.

SC: The GLCCB has often been criti-
cized for virtually disappearing once Pride 
is over. What can you and the board do to 

change that reputation? In other words, 
please explain how the GLCCB can serve 
the community year round.

JL: Honestly, before joining the board, I 
was probably one of those community mem-
bers that wondered what the GLCCB did when 
Pride wasn�t happening. I now know of the 
many amazing, wonderful services and oppor-
tunities that the GLCCB offers year round, that 
many people take advantage of, but are not 
well-known by the community. 

One of our longest running and most well-
attended groups, Sistas of Pride (formerly 
Women of Color), meets nearly weekly. Mixed 
Company, another regularly well-attended 
group for LGBTQ young adults, provides 
weekly educational and networking opportuni-
ties. During this past summer, we hosted 20 
Youth Works hires who developed their very 
own homelessness support program called 
Helping Hands, which attracts regular pa-
trons. We are hoping to expand our programs 
and outreach strate-
gies to better sup-
port the community�s 
needs and to keep 
the community better 
informed. For more 
information on current 
programming, visit 
Glccb.org/programs. 

SC: During 
the past few years 
boardmembers have 
assumed more of an 
oversight role rather than rolling up their 
sleeves to help in the operations of the 
center. Will you encourage a more hands-
on role for the board?

JL: Taking into account how much work 
has yet to be done, we simply cannot have it 
any other way. Willingness to get hands dirty is 
a requirement to join this board, and I�ve men-
tioned this during each interview with every 
new boardmember. We are certainly a work-
ing board in many respects; however, being a 
working board certainly does not absolve us of 
our governing duties. 

Strategic delegation of tasks is how we 
will ensure strong action as a governing body, 
such as hiring a new executive director, and 
ways we act as individual working members, 
such as stafng an event. It is also important to 
note that I expect the duties and expectations 
of boardmembers to vary as the needs of the 
organization change.

SC: Money problems continue to beset 
the Center. What do you see as the best 
strategy to put the GLCCB on a better -
nancial footing?

JL: The money problems that beset the 
Center are multifaceted, are the result of 
missteps of many people, and thus require 
a multifaceted, multi-person solution. We 

must strengthen our nancial oversight. This 
includes taking a concentrated look at who 
spends, how much is spent and why, and, how 
records are kept. We must (re)establish the 
nance and audit committees on our board, 
and enlist the help of nancial professionals to 
improve our accounting practices. 

We must empower the board, as chief fun-
draisers of the organization, to work closely 
with our development coordinator on a fund-
raising plan. We must always consider nan-
cial decisions ethically, legally, and with the 
community�s best interests in mind. Most im-
portantly, we must prove ourselves worthy of 
support from the community if we ever want 
individual giving to be a thing. 

SC: One of the biggest criticisms of 
the GLCCB has been its perceived lack 
of inclusivity of minorities and transgen-
der folks in its governance. How will you 
change that perception?

JL: This entire year, I have observed 
the GLCCB making 
strides towards be-
coming an organiza-
tion that authentically 
represents people 
of color mostly in its 
programming and out-
reach decisions. We 
will continue to move 
in this direction. As 
an outspoken, strong 
ally of the transgender 
community, I will say 

that we have a bit more work to do on trans 
inclusivity and representation. 

As current chair of the programs and 
outreach committee, I plan to work diligently 
on how the center works with and for these 
communities. I am specically interested in 
transgender representation on our board and 
staff and investigating how we can work with 
existing trans-focused organizations, such as 
Sistas of the T, Baltimore Trans Alliance, and 
Black Trans Men.

SC: As the rst African-American in de-
cades to hold the position of GLCCB board 
president, how will you go about trying to 
improve race relations within the LGBT 
community?

JL: I rmly believe that my status as an 
African-American board president offers noth-
ing different or extra to improve race relations 
within the LGBTQ community. LGBTQ racists 
will not learn or believe anything different by 
this positioning, I cannot tell them anything that 
hasn�t already been said, and in the end it will 
be up to them to work towards changing their 
damaging mindsets. 

Minorities in positions of leadership do not 
an anti-racist society make. President Obama 
is ending his second term in ofce, yet black 
churches are being targeted by terrorists and 

unarmed black people are being killed by po-
lice. What I will do, as a board president that 
condemns racism and approaches all work 
with a social justice lens, is lead this organiza-
tion in a direction that visibly recognizes and 
works against racism in all its forms, intention-
ally work to uplift those who are most margin-
alized, encourage and eventually lead con-
versations about oppression, intersectionality, 
and authentically serving communities of color.

SC: What would you like the commu-
nity to know about Jabari Lyles?

JL: I am a passionate public servant who 
nds true happiness and endless energy in 
working for positive change. I have over ten 
years of combined experience as an educa-
tor, program manager, outreach specialist, and 
LGBTQ activist. My interests include STEM 
education, urban education, queer theory, 
gender and sexuality studies, and educational 
technology. 

I am a proud Maryland native, and I cur-
rently live in the Reservoir Hill neighborhood 
of Baltimore City. When I�m not working, I�m 
usually cooking, dancing, or spending time 
with those I love. I am outgoing, extroverted, 
and approachable. I believe in my city, my 
community, and the great things that come out 
of working together. I am excited to work and 
grow with the GLCCB. t

“The money problems 
that beset the Center 
are multifaceted, are 

the result of missteps of 
many people, and thus 
require a multifaceted, 
multi-person solution.”
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STEVE CHARING RETIRES: 
FAREWELL BUT NOT GOODBYE 

– continued from page 1

LGBT communities: �Steve Charing has 
been a major contributor and influential 
voice in the newspaper from the first is-
sues in May 2003. After the retirement of 
founding publisher Mike Chase in 2009, he 
has truly been the heart and soul of the 
newspaper. We certainly understand his 
need for more time to spend with Bob and 
can only thank both of them for their loy-
alty and commitment to the newspaper and 
more importantly, their service to the com-
munity. His prolific contributions to each 
issue will be a challenge to match and we 
are grateful that he will continue to contrib-
ute periodically.�

Steve was the managing editor of Bal-
timore OUTloud from 2009-2011, during 
which time the paper twice won the AR-
GIES Award � an online poll of 2,000 re-
spondents � for favorite LGBT newspaper 
in the state. By agreeing to be managing 
editor when Mike Chase left the newspa-
per, Steve engineered a seamless tran-
sition. Under his leadership, the paper 
increased the diversity of the writers and 
beefed up the Thinking Outloud (he coined 

the title) and Lively Arts sections, and for 
the first time, political cartoons were added 
to the paper.

Although he left that position, he re-
mained with Baltimore OUTloud as a prolif-
ic writer and ultimately became the paper�s 
local news editor in 2014. While perform-
ing those duties, he has also served as the 
Baltimore news correspondent for Gay Life
and the Washington Blade.

Steve began his LGBT journalism ca-
reer in 1980 making him the most senior 
writer in Baltimore�s LGBT press and sec-
ond only to the Bladeʼs Lou Chibbaro, Jr. 
as the longest tenured writer in the region. 
He became the chair of the Gay Paper
newspaper committee and thus its editor 
in 1983 and changed the name to the Bal-
timore Gay Paper. He served in that ca-
pacity until mid-1984 but continued to write 
for the publication through the years. The 
Baltimore Gay Paper changed its name to 
Gay Life in the 1990s.

Steve has been with Bob Ford for over 
35 years, and they were married in Prov-
incetown, Massachusetts, in 2009. They 
share a home in Clarksville, Maryland. t

BY STEVE CHARING
Ken Jiretsu, a transgender man who has 
three special-needs children, was in need 
of assistance from the Baltimore Police De-
partment. One of his children, a 15-year-
old son, had to be escorted to a hospital 
by police because of mental health issues. 
When the police arrived at his Baltimore 
home last February, the contingent in-
cluded one female officer and eight male 
officers. 

The female officer misgendered Jiret-
su, repeatedly calling him �ma�am.� He 
kept correcting her explaining time and 
time again that he is a transgender man 
and he should be referred to accordingly. 
The officer replied, �How am I supposed to 
know,� according to Jiretsu, while the other 
officers laughed. 

He asked the first set of officers to 
leave since they could not help and called 
911 again to request different officers. 
Some of the same officers returned with a 
few new ones and the same situation oc-
curred. �Every time he would correct them 
they would continue to misgender him out 
of blatant disrespect,� said Jiretsu. 

This is one of the experiences that 
members of the LGBT community shared 
with attorneys from the U.S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ), which is in the midst of a 
civil investigation of the Baltimore Police 
Department �to see if there are broad sys-
tematic practices causing Constitutional 
rights to be violated.� The investigators are 
looking into police stops, searches arrests, 
uses of force, and discriminatory policies 
that may have violated the civil rights of 
citizens. 

The DOJ investigation, which was 
launched on May 8 shortly after the unrest 
following the death of Freddie Gray who 
died from injuries sustained while in police 
custody in Baltimore, will include riding 
with the police, reviewing documents and 
files and speaking with citizens who have 
had encounters with the police. 

�Our goal is to work with the community, 
public officials and law enforcement alike 
to create a stronger, better Baltimore,� said 
Attorney General Loretta Lynch when an-
nouncing the investigation.

Lynch indicated that if violations are 
found, the investigation will result in a 
�court-enforceable agreement� to change 
the practices of the Baltimore Police De-
partment.

Over 25 community members attended 
a meeting at the Chase Brexton Health 
Services Community Room on August 6. 
There were introductory remarks given by 

the DOJ representatives, which included 
the distribution of an �Incident Information 
Form� that requests details pertaining to a 
negative encounter with the police � in the 
past or should an incident occur in the fu-
ture � to be submitted to the DOJ.

The four DOJ attorneys present held 
separate one-on-one meetings with LGBT 
individuals who related their personal sto-
ries. The attorneys listened to these ac-
counts and recorded notes. A report will 
be issued, but one of the attorneys, Mike 
Songer, cautioned that it could take up to 
a year and a half for the report to be re-
leased.

The meeting with DOJ was arranged by 
Bryanna A. Jenkins, founder of Baltimore 
Transgender United. �We�re creating a 
new narrative getting community members 
to tell their own stories so they can save 
themselves and the community,� Jenkins 
told Baltimore OUTloud. 

Anybody who has relevant information 
regarding the conduct of Baltimore Police 
Department officers are urged to contact 
DOJ by email at Community.Baltimore@
usdoj.gov or calling toll-free at 1-844-401-
3733. 

In addition, you may submit forms, 
which are being made available by com-
munity members on Facebook to: U.S. De-
partment of Justice, Civil Rights Division, 
Special Litigation Section, 601 D Street 
NW, Rm. 5907A, Washington, D.C. 20004 
Attn: DJ# 207-35-15. t

DOJ Investigators Hear from Community

Bryanna A. 
Jenkins 
arranged 
the meeting
credit: Steve Charing
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BY JIM BECKER
Controversial former Baltimore OUTloud col-
umnist Cathy Brennan continues to stir up the 
world of transgender politics with a lawsuit 
she has led against a lesbian-feminist San 
Francisco activist and hairdresser, and Total-
lyher Media, LLC, the company that owns the 
website AfterEllen.com, a popular California 
pop culture and entertainment website for les-
bians, bi, and queer women. Totallyher Media, 
LLC, is a division of Evolve Media, LLC. 

On August 19, Brennan led the suit in 
Baltimore City Circuit Court against Joanna 
�Joey� Stevenson and the website�s parent 
company for a July 23 article, �Lesbian Abun-
dance in 2015,� Stevenson posted on the site. 
The case is �Catherine M Brennan vs. Joanna 
�Joey� Stevenson, et al.� 

In the complaint, Brennan alleges defa-
mation �resulting from an accusation written 
by Ms. Stevenson and published on the inter-
net by TotallyHer, in which Ms. Brennan is ac-
cused of harassing and doxing trans women 
on her websites.� The complaint states that 
Brennan �is the author of, contributor to, and/
or owner of numerous blogs, including, among 
others, �Genderfatigue.com,� �Pretendbians.
com,� �Nametheproblem.com,� and �Bugbren-
nan.com.� She is also the owner and curator 
of the blog �GenderIdentityWatch.com� which 
is described in the complaint as �a blog devot-
ed to tracking legislation and case law that at-
tempts to codify �gender identity� into law and 
to override protections based on sex.� 

The complaint states further, �Ms. Bren-
nan advocates for, among other things, public 
policy that recognizes sex segregation in cer-
tain settings where a reasonable expectation 
of safety, security and basic fairness exists, 
including athletic teams, rape crisis shelters, 
homeless shelters, prisons, and domestic 
violence shelters. Ms. Brennan does not con-
done irrational discrimination against trans-

gender and transsexual individuals; rather, 
she opposes gender identity laws because, 
among other things, they afford biological 
males protection at the expense of women 
and girls.� 

The complaint states 
that �doxing is understood by 
many to mean searching on 
the internet for, and publish-
ing, private identifying infor-
mation about an individual, 
typically with malicious intent. 
In the context of the gay, les-
bian, bisexual and transgen-
der community, doxing is also 
understood to mean �outing� 
a person�s sexual orientation 
or gender identity without the 
person�s consent.� 

According to the com-
plaint, �Because Gender 
Identity Watch and all other 
blogs connected to Ms. Brennan report infor-
mation from other public sources, the infor-
mation on Gender Identity Watch and all other 
blogs has already been made available to the 
public. Therefore, it is clear that Ms. Brennan 
does not �doxx� anyone� as those individu-
als have already made their gender identities 
public through other independent sources, 
including news sources. Further, Ms. Bren-
nan does not �harass� anyone in publishing 
information that is already publicly available. 
Rather, she provides a forum for women and 
men who are concerned about gender identity 
to discuss the issues.�

Brennan is represented by prominent 
Baltimore attorney James B. Astrachan, of 
Astrachan, Gunst, Thomas, P.C. Astrachan is 
the chair of the Editorial Advisory Board of the 
Daily Record, a Maryland newspaper focus-
ing on business and legal news. On August 
26 the Daily Record reported on the suit in a 

Baltimorean Cathy Brennan Sues San Francisco Lesbian Publisher
front page story. 

When contacted by Baltimore OUTloud
about the lawsuit, Brennan declined to com-
ment. However she is quoted in the Daily Re-
cord article as stating that, �The suggestion 

that I am doxxing anyone � is 
simply absurd.� Astrachan told 
the Daily Record that the suit �is 
not in any way about [Brennan�s] 
beliefs. This is about her right to 
express her beliefs and not be 
maligned while she�s doing it.� 
Brennan is seeking monetary 
damages of at least $70,000 
and an injunction to prevent any 
further defamation

Defendant Joey Steven-
son is described on the AfterEl-
len website as �a queer femme 
hairdresser in San Francisco� 
who �organized and hosted the 
memorial for the Lexington Club, 

the last lesbian bar in San Francisco� and 
this June �led a splinter dyke march of 8,000 
women and trans folks through walls of police 
in protest of the systematic displacement of 
queers in San Francisco because of the hous-
ing crisis.� In �Lesbian Abundance in 2015,�
the 1,517 word post that Brennan alleges 
includes defamatory statements about her, 
Stevenson challenges the notion that lesbian 
culture is disappearing. She says that despite 
the fact that in one week San Francisco�s only 
full-time lesbian bar closed and the Michi-
gan Womyn�s Music Festival announced that 
it was ending its 40 year run, she has con-
dence that lesbian culture “will live on and 
thrive in new ways and places.�

Stevenson is particularly dismissive of the 
notion that as lesbian spaces are disappear-
ing, somehow it is the fault of the transgender 
community � a belief that the growth of the 
trans community comes at the expense of the 
lesbian community. In her view the real cul-
prits are capitalism and assimilation, �What is 
particularly problematic about blaming trans 
women for the loss of lesbian space is that it 
supports the trans misogynist work of radical 
feminists in the 1970s such as Janice Ray-
mond and today�s internet sensation Cathy 
Brennan.� She then critiques Brennan in an 
89-word paragraph that is at the center of the 
lawsuit.

AfterEllen.com was founded in 2002. It 
bills itself as the largest and most comprehen-
sive website dedicated to the representation 
of lesbian/bi women in popular culture and all 
entertainment news with �a solid reputation as 
a reputable site run by real journalists, con-
ducting insightful, factually correct interviews.� 
In addition to AfterEllen, TotallyHer, LLC, owns 

other website targeting women and children 
such as Momtastic.com, TheFashionSpot.
com, RealityTea.com, TotalBeauty.com, Dog-
time.com, and Cattime.com.

On August 28, AfterEllen editor-in-chief 
Trish Bendix published a response to Bren-
nan�s lawsuit on AfterEllen that concludes with 
an offer to Brennan to debate the issue on Af-
terEllen. �If Ms. Brennan would rather have 
an open and constructive discussion of the 
issues, rather than attempting to stie the de-
bate through a lawsuit, we would be happy to 
engage with her. We encourage her to have a 
conversation with us; an interview we will post 
on AfterEllen. If any positives can come out of 
a situation like this, it�s hopefully the chance 
to elevate the discussion and create some 
meaningful dialogue around women, safety 
and the amount of space one community can 
create for all of its many different identities.� 
Bendix has been with AfterEllen since 2007. 
She has published in Cosmopolitan, Slate, 
the Village Voice, Time Out Chicago, Out, 
Punk Planet, Bitch, Frisky, AlterNet and the 
Hufngton Post. Ms. Bendix did not respond 
to an email from Baltimore OUTloud by press 
time. t

Cathy 
Brennan
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Street Named to Honor Hippo Owner
Referring to Chuck Bowers, the owner of 
the Club Hippo, as �a major catalyst for the 
LGBT community,� Baltimore Mayor Stepha-
nie Rawlings-Blake along with Council mem-
ber Eric Costello announced that the name of 
the intersection of Eager Street and Charles 
Street where the club is located will be called 
�Chuck Bowers Way.� They handed Bowers 
a replica of the street sign at a private party 
held at the Hippo on Aug. 22 in front of 260 in-
vited guests. The Hippo is scheduled to close 
later this year after 42 years as a focal point of 

LGBT social life in Baltimore. The building will 
be converted to a CVS drugstore, prompting 
Rawlings-Blake to quip, �I suppose I�ll have 
to celebrate my birthdays and play bingo in 
aisle three.� The party preceded the sold-out 
�Last Dance Disco Party� later that evening, 
which is one of a series of events leading up 
to the club�s closing. � See more at: http://
www.washingtonblade.com/2015/08/27/
city-renames-intersection-to-honor-hippo-
owner/#sthash.tiN7SBKi.dpuf. t

– Steve Charing, 
courtesy of the Washington Blade

Hippo owner 
makes the map

Committee Hearing on LGBT Youth 
The Joint Committee on Children, Youth 
and Families of the Maryland General As-
sembly will convene to address the needs 
of LGBT youth in Maryland. A report issued 
by the Youth Equality Alliance (YEA) in Au-
gust 2014 indicates that LGBT youth are 
more at risk to abuse substances, have men-
tal health concerns, become involved with 
the criminal justice system, and face violence 
and bullying in the community.Formed in May 
2013, YEA is a statewide coalition of various 
service providers, nonprot organizations, 
government agencies, and individual advo-
cates that seeks to identify policy and regula-
tory solutions to problems faced by LGBTQ 
youth in Maryland education, foster care and 
juvenile justice systems.YEA requests that 
the committee look into factors that jeop-
ardize the condition of Maryland�s LGBTQ 
youth and require applicable state agencies 
to report on those factors and ongoing work 
to remedy gaps. They also seek recommen-
dations to the legislature and the general 
public on policies that will best support the 

social, emotional and academic wellness of 
Maryland�s LGBTQ youth. The hearing will 
take place on Sept. 9 in Room 120 in the 
House Office Building located at 6 Bladen 
Street in Annapolis from 10 a.m. to noon. 
t – Steve Charing, 

courtesy of the Washington Blade

Like Us On
Facebook!
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duction and sex trafficking.�
Individual activist quickly joined in. �To 

many in our community this feels like a 
throwback to when the police raided gay 
bars in the 50s and 60s,� transgender ac-
tivist and performer Justin Vivian Bond 
wrote in a widely circulated email. Activ-
ist Danny Cruz said he had posted ads 
on Rentboy �to supplement income� for 
about seven years after he moved to New 
York. He said, �I don�t see why the gov-
ernment would be interested in what two 
people do behind closed doors.� Rentboy 
CEO Jeffrey Hurrant, one of the seven ar-
rested, denied running a criminal enter-
prise. �Twenty years we�ve been doing it,� 
he said. �And I don�t think we do anything 
to promote prostitution. I think we do good 
things for good people and we bring good 
people together. And I hope that justice will 
be done in the end.� In 2014, federal au-
thorities seized myRedBook, a California-
based website that ran sex ads. Owner, 
Eric Omuro, pleaded guilty in 2014 to fa-
cilitating prostitution, and was sentenced 
to 13 months in prison. (Seattle Gay News 
– Mike Andrew at Sgn.org)

Mass. high court 
bans living 
restrictions on 
sex offenders

Boston, Mass. � The Boston Globe
reported on August 28, that the Massachu-
setts high court has ruled that cities and 
towns cannot ban sex offenders from liv-
ing near parks and schools. The decision 
could invalidate local laws in 49 municipal-
ities from Springfield to Fall River.

According to the Globe, the Supreme 
Judicial Court�s unanimous decision com-
pared the restrictions to two dark chapters 
in American history: the forcible removal of 
Indian tribes in the 19th century and the 
internment of Japanese-Americans during 

quent posts suggest he has fled Saudi Ara-
bia to seek help from a team of immigra-
tion lawyers in the U.S. who specialize in 
LGBT refugees seeking asylum. The data 
leaks monitoring firm CybelAngel said that 
� in the overall trove of 37 million account-
holders, straight and gay � it had counted 
1,200 email addresses with the Saudia 
Arabian �.sa� suffix, where adultery is pun-
ishable by death.

Ashley Madison owns gay domains like 
ManCrunch and We Know Down Low, and 
members of both clubs are among the 37 
million account holders whose sexual pref-
erences have now been made public by 
the August 18 hack. 

Users of Ashley Madison�s �Down Low� 
site, which caters to �married men seek-
ing other men for casual, no-strings fun,� 
are among the 37 million account holders 
whose details � and sexual preferences � 
have been made public by hackers. Avid 
Life Media (ALM), the Canadian-based 
owner of Ashley Madison, had promised its 
customers that it could provide a secure web-
site and �100 percent discreet service� and 
that their servers were �kind of untouchable.�

Homosexuality is still illegal in roughly 
75 countries, including several states in the 
Middle East, Africa, Southeast Asia, and most 
of the Caribbean. 

Revealing sensitive information about the 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender peo-
ple living in these regions therefore puts their 
lives at risk. Read more via The Independent
at Ind.pn/1fvN5RZ. t (Q Notes Online & LG-
BTQ Nation at Qnotes.com & Lgntqnation.
com)

Bust of Rentboy.
com leaves 
activists furious 

New York City, N.Y. � The August 
25 raid on the offices of escort website 
Rentboy.com has many LGBT activists up 
in arms, with some organizations renew-
ing their calls to decriminalize sex work. 
Shortly after U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security agents and New York City Police 
descended on the website�s Manhattan of-
fice, carting away records, computers, and 
seven Rentboy staffers, a coalition of five 
national LGBT groups tweeted out links to 
a joint statement on sex work. 

Lambda Legal, GLAD (Gay and Les-
bian Advocates and Defenders), the Na-
tional Center for Transgender Equality, the 
National Center for Lesbian Rights, and 
the Transgender Law Center said they �ap-
plaud and support Amnesty International�s 
recent resolution to protect the human 
rights of sex workers by calling for decrimi-
nalization of sex work.... For many LGBT 
people, participation in street economies 
is often critical to survival... particularly for 
LGBT youth and transgender women of 
color who face all-too-common family re-
jection and vastly disproportionate rates of 
violence, homelessness, and discrimina-
tion in employment, housing, and educa-
tion. Laws criminalizing sexual exchange 
� whether by the seller or the buyer � im-
pede sex workers� ability to negotiate 
condom use and other boundaries..... Re-
search and experience have shown that 
these laws serve only to drive the industry 
further underground, make workers less 
able to negotiate with customers on their 
own terms, and put those who engage in 
criminalized sex work at higher risk for ab-

compiled by Jim Becker

BEYOND THE BELTWAY

World War II. �Except for the incarceration 
of persons under the criminal law and the 
civil commitment of mentally ill or danger-
ous persons, the days are long since past 
when whole communities of persons, such 
as Native Americans and Japanese-Amer-
icans, may be lawfully banished from our 
midst,� Justice Geraldine S. Hines wrote.

The Globe said that local officials who 
supported the restrictions decried the rul-
ing and vowed to lobby Governor Charlie 
Baker and the state Legislature to pass 
statewide residency rules. �The adminis-
tration shares municipalities� concerns and 
the desire to protect children from sex of-
fenders and will carefully review the public 
safety implications of this decision,� Wil-
liam Pitman, a Baker spokesman, said in 
a statement. Opponents argue there is no 
evidence that residency restrictions protect 
children and say such rules may actually 
increase the chances of convicts offending 
again, by making it more difficult for them 
to find housing and jobs. �These kinds of 
residency restrictions are, without doubt, 
based mostly on fear,� said John Reinstein, 
the former ACLU attorney who argued the 
Supreme Judicial Court case on behalf of 
a group of registered sex offenders. The 
full story may be found at Bostonglobe.
com/metro/2015/08/28/mass-high-court-
ru les-against-sex-offender-zone- law-
lynn/3VeYLBQRGBKPjJSOzIaN2J/story.
html (The Boston Globe – Michael Leven-
son at Bostonglobe.com)

Leak at cheating 
website Ashley 
Madison risks 
gay lives

London, England � The Independent
reports that some gay users of the Ashley 
Madison website are now fearing for their 
lives, since the hack exposes the names 
and locations of users living in countries 
where homosexuality is illegal and, in 
some cases, punishable by death. In July, 
at the time of the Ashley Madison hack, 
one gay Saudi national posted a message 
on the Reddit website saying he was sure 
he would be stoned to death when the data 
was published. �I was single, but used it 
because I am gay; gay sex is punishable 
by death in my home country so I wanted 
to keep my hook-ups extremely discreet,� 
he said at the time. Although his story has 
not been independently confirmed, subse-

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nicantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.

Protecting the 
ʻHomelandʼ?
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Happy School Year! . t
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw is the mom of 16 

adopted kids, two biological kids and foster 
mom of dozens. She is co-owner of a coun-
selling agency that works with children and 
their families and is co-pastor of New Light 
MCC, the rst openly LGBT friendly church 
in Washington County.

I can�t imagine there�s a parent out there that 
hasn�t had the experience of sending a kid 
off to school for the rst time. I remember 
my mother talking about my rst day. She 
said the bus was bigger than I was and she 
laughed as I tried to climb the steps. And, 
when she turned around, she began to cry. I 
was her baby and I was all grown up. 

I remember the rst time I walked one 
of my little ones to the bus stop. He was so 
tiny and it was dark outside. You see, my rst 
little one to go to school came to live with 
me as a ve-year-old. I had watched 
three older kids leave my home 
and go to school, but they were 
�experienced� by the time they 
came to live with us. They ran 
out the door and jumped on the 
bus like they�d been doing it their 
whole lives � and they had. They 
were ten, 15, and 17. School wasn�t 
new or exciting. School was just school. 

And then, this little guy arrived. Brent was 
already going to school, 
but it was on the other 
side of the county. He 
had a long list of special 
needs, so they wanted 
to keep him in the same 
routine to avoid prob-
lems. He deals with a de-
velopmental disability as 
well as a severe speech 
and language disorder, which makes it al-
most impossible for him to process language 
in any form. Their wish to maintain familiarity 
for him made sense. 

So early one late fall morning, I stood 
outside in our driveway. We lived in the coun-
try, so it was very dark. And he was so little. 
He shivered as we waited. I watched as he 
climbed onto the bus and waved goodbye. 
After a bus ride of almost 90 minutes, he had 
a long full day ahead. I think that day was 
much more stressful for me than it was for 
him. He knew where he was going. He knew 
the people there and what would happen. 
And, he was ne. I was a mess.

A friend of mine admitted that she fol-
lowed her daughter�s bus all the way to 
school, just to watch her baby (now 11) walk 
into school on the rst day this year. This 
mom also admitted to feeling like a stalker 
and was terried her daughter would nd 
out that she had done this. She knows her 
daughter feels quite grown up at 11 and 
doesn�t believe she needs her Mommy to es-
cort her to school. 

However, another friend still drives his 

high school sophomore to school 
every day. He says his daughter 

doesn�t like riding the bus because of a 
bully. So he arranges his work schedule 

around her bus schedule. It works for them 
and it�s a good compromise. After a year of 
dealing with an impossible situation, the op-

tions were few. By 
riding to school 
with Dad, she 
doesn�t have to 
deal with the bully 
and he gets some 
guaranteed alone 
time with his 
daughter. 

Watching our 
kids grow up can be hard. They want to be in-
dependent and self-sufcient. Saying, “I can 
do it myself� doesn�t stop after they�ve out-
grown their toddler toys. Kids strive for that 
independence and thrive when they achieve 
it. But when the obstacles are thrown in their 
path, it�s nice to have a supportive parent 
who can help nd solutions. 

Even so, we need to be careful that we 
don�t solve all of their problems for them. We 
need to give them the opportunity to make 
their own decisions. The goal of parenting is 
to raise a competent adult. The goal for chil-
dren is to learn how to be a successful adult.

Too many parents want to protect their 
children from everything. We worry that tests 
are too hard. We help them with their school 
projects and end up with masterpieces in 
a third-grade classroom. We enroll them in 
every possible activity and worry that it�s not 
enough.

But when it comes down to it, it�s the 
small little moments that make a difference. 
It’s that rst day of school each year when 
we look at them and realize that they are just 
a bit older, just a bit brighter and a whole lot 

OUT IN THE VALLEY

The First Day 
of School

more independent. 
Remember my little ve-year-old? As I 

look at his 21-year-old face, it�s hard to re-
member how little he used to be. Cherish the 
time with your children this year. They won�t 
be this age ever again. They�re learning. 
They�re growing. They�re doing exactly what 
they�re supposed to do. 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud
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of fun. The reason we do this is be-
cause, yes, August is a slow month in 
the life of the church and it becomes 
a great time to try something new. But 
there is even a more important reason.

By using our worship services as ways 
to encounter the secular parts of life, we are 
learning how secular and sacred meet in the 
everyday experiences of life. That�s an impor-
tant lesson to learn. Where does the secular 
and the sacred meet for us? How do our moral 
codes, our belief systems intersect with all 
areas of life? As people of faith, I can spend 
all day in worship professing my relationship 
with God, but if it doesn�t help me interact in 
healthier ways with the world around me, then 
I have done nothing more than waste a day at 
worship and hear some (hopefully) nice music. 

By looking at the intersection and interac-
tion between the sacred and the secular, I am 
challenged to see where my life reects those 
values. Those familiar with the story of Swee-
ney Todd, the Demon Barber of Fleet Street, 
will understand what I mean.

It�s easy to see Sweeney Todd as the 
victim of a ruthless Judge Turpin, who, out 
of desire for Sweeney�s wife and child, had 
Todd (then named Benjamin Barker) sent to 
a prison camp on trumped-up charges. After 
18 years in prison, Barker, (now assuming the 

August was a wonderful month but I am glad 
it�s behind me. In my parish we started an odd 
tradition a few years back that has taken on a 
wonderful life of its own. It�s called �August on 
Broadway.� During August we theme our Sun-
day services around various Broadway musi-
cals. The prayers, acts of worship, and sermon 
are all written to reect particular themes of a 
famous musical. Musicals have ranged from 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream-
coat to Phantom of the Opera and Sweeney 
Todd. The music for the day also includes so-
los and ensembles from the show. 

It may sound odd, but it�s been a whole lot 

The Spirituality 
of Sweeney 

Toddd

Spirit
Rev. Dr. Rob Apgar-Taylor

Speaks

name Sweeney Todd) re-
turns to London to exact his 

revenge. Poor Sweeney.
But a closer examination will reveal the oth-

er side of the story: Benjamin Barker couldn�t 
help being a victim, but for 18 years he chose to 
stay one. For 18 years he plotted and planned. 
He let bitterness, anger, and hatred become 
his creed. He chose to live in that anger and 
it turned him into something he never wanted 
to be. The reality is that evil judge Turpin didn�t 
create the monster, Sweeney Todd did. 

The lesson for us is that we have a choice 
too. I can�t help being a victim of someone 

else�s actions, but I can control how I react. 
I can choose to live in hate and anger, but it 
will turn me into something/someone I never 
thought I could be. My own anger will destroy 
me in the end. The spiritual lesson of Sweeney 
Todd is a powerful one if we listen.

So, where do the secular and sacred in-
tersect in your life? Where does your moral 
code affect your everyday interactions at work, 
school, or home? That�s really the point of it all 
isn�t it? How our spiritual lives affect the rest of 
our lives, helping us come to healthy, authentic 
relationships with the Divine, in our neighbors, 
our world and ourselves. t

BY DEBBIE ANNE
My 90-year-old dad, whose parents 
were both Polish immigrants, al-
ways says this thing in Polish and 
then immediately translates it. He 
says it when he�s getting out of bed 
in the morning, he says it when he�s getting 
up from sitting in one place too long, and he 
says it when he has to walk all the way to the 
far back corner of the grocery store to pick 
up a half gallon of milk – “Starość nie 
ma miłosierdzia! (Age has no mercy!) 
As his 60-year-old kid, all I can say is, 
�Man, is dad ever right!�

I�ve always wanted my life as an 
old lady to be like those commercials 
that were around a few years ago 
showing old ladies doing outra-
geous things all the while laughing 
their asses off. Or like Hallmark�s sassy, 
up-in-your-face, and unapologetic Maxine. 
Well, truthfully, sometimes being an old lady 
is like that!

Then there’s the ip side – fallen arch-
es, bunions, and bad knees, and that�s not 
to mention hemorrhoids, hearing loss, bad 
eyesight, and going bald. Somehow I just 
didn�t see this coming....

Seriously, growing old is not for the faint 
of heart! And that is precisely why senior 
humor abounds. Just google �aging and hu-
mor,” and you will see just how prolic se-
nior humor is. In fact, the Mayo Clinic says 
that �when it comes to relieving stress, more 
giggles and guffaws are just what the doctor 
ordered.” Here are some of the benets the 
Mayo Clinic attributes to medicine of laugh-
ter: �A good laugh brings more oxygen to your 
whole body and stimulates your heart, lungs, 
and muscles. It increases the release of the 
�feel-good� endorphins from your brain, and 
it relieves stress and muscle tension. A good 

laugh improves your immune system by re-
leasing neuropetides, and these counteract 
stress and prevent stress-related damage 
to your organs. Laughter can even relieve 
pain by helping your body to produce its own 

natural painkillers, and it can improve 
your mood by decreasing depression 
and anxiety.� That�s one powerful pre-
scription! 

So if you�re among those of us 
feeling a little down or stressed out 

about the ipside of aging, do something 
that makes you laugh. If you�re going to 
the movies, choose a comedy; if you�re 
watching television, choose a sitcom; and if 
you’re surng the Web, look at funny You-

Tube posts. The next time you�re at 
Barnes and Noble, pick up a 
couple of joke books, then learn 
some and share them with your 

friends. You will not only be do-
ing something good for your own 
health, but also for the health of 

your friends. 
Ok, let me try this out on you. So 

here�s one from 1,000 Unforgettable 
Senior Moments by Tom Friedman: “An el-
derly lady was telling her friend that she had 
recently joined an aerobics class for seniors 
at the local tness center. ‘How did it go?’ 
asked the friend. �Well, I bent, I twisted, I 
turned, I jumped up and down, and I per-
spired for half an hour, but by the time I nal-
ly got my leotard on, the class had ended.�� 
LMAO!

Oh, here�s another thing my dad says, 
�Growing old is better than the alternative.� 
Dad�s right again!

To see more about the health benets 
of laughter, Mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/
stress-management/in-depth/stress-relief/
art-20044456. t

Debbie Anne is a public health nurse 
with Frederick County Health Department in 
Frederick, Maryland, focused for the last 12 
years on HIV/AIDS. In 2014 she was award-
ed a Governorʼs Citation for her work.

Getting-Old 
Prescription

Health 
Chat 
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no one and, rather than separating us from 
others, signify a more fully inclusive environ-
ment. 

In any discussion of transgender and 
gender-expressive language, there is always 
the issue of pronouns. No matter how hard 
we try to express our true gender, a misused 
pronoun will instantly cut away at our con-
dence. These words pose a mineeld into 
which the cisgender folks around us often 
stumble. Language is powerful and anyone 
who intentionally misuses a pronoun as a 
weapon can be extremely hurtful. So, what 
are the choices? Traditionally, in the English 
language, singular third-person pronouns are 
gender specic – she, he, his, hers. Plural 
pronouns are ambiguous since a group of 
people being described might comprise a va-
riety of genders � they, them, theirs. 

To the chagrin of English teachers every-
where, there is the growing use of the �singu-
lar they� � describing an individual as they to 
avoid a gender indicator. �The student asked 
if they had missed an assignment.� In this 
case they is not only gender-neutral but also 
singular. But here we nd an inadequate solu-
tion. �Chris stopped to tie their shoes.� Okay, 
whose shoes? Until your English teacher 
comes up with 21st century singular pro-
nouns, they will have to endure the singular 
they (and hopefully refrain from marking up a 
student�s manuscript when it is used).

Many people who are gender-queer (hav-
ing non-binary gender identities) are help-
ing in this endeavor. The list of newly coined 
pronouns and their conjugations seems to 
be growing daily. Words like ne/nem, ve/ver, 
ze/hir, xe/xem and countless others are be-
ing introduced and used. Increasingly, people 
are being asked their preferred pronoun � in 
which case any coined word will do... after all, 
it is their preferred pronoun. If you are trans 
or gender-expressive use whatever pronoun 
is comfortable. If you are cis � ask! (For a 
comprehensive list of gender-neutral pro-
nouns, do a Google search for gender neutral 
protologisms and go to the rst entry for Wik-

Ice 
Machine

L:aura Anderson

Beyond 
the

OUT IN THE VALLEY

Part 2
�The words we use to describe our world 
shape our perception of it.� Such is the de-
scription of language by author Paul King-
snorth. As our language evolves, so too 
does our perception of the world around us. 
At best, we can provide a snapshot of how 
language is currently being utilized to concep-
tualize the transgender experience.

With the growing discussion in our soci-
ety about transgender issues, organizations 
such as GLAAD (formerly the Gay and Les-
bian Alliance Against Defamation) and NCTE 
(National Council for Transgender Equality) 
have put together media guides to assist 
journalists and others with the terminology of 
trans issues. For a detailed discussion about 
transgender terms and their use see Glaad.
org/reference.

In the rst part of this two-part article we 
discussed how the term transgender may, 
for some, connote a gender binary of either 
male or female. Some people are using the 
combined phrase transgender and gender-
nonconforming to include the entire gender 
spectrum. But even here there is a problem 
with terminology. Gender-nonconforming 
places those who identify as such outside the 
norm � �not conforming� to a perceived stan-
dard. Being compared to others in a negative 
way is not helpful. Increasingly we are hear-
ing the terms gender-expressive and gender-
expansive. These expressions compare us to 

Trans
Language

tionary.org). The possibilities are staggering 
and the more we use particular pronouns, the 
more accepted and commonplace they will 
become.

Language is powerful and how we use it 
is an important part of our gender identities. 
Encouraging those around us to be aware of 
how we identify ourselves and our preferred 
terminologies will go a long way in bringing 
about the respect transgender and gender 
expressive individuals deserve. t

Laura Anderson is an educator, author, 
researcher, parent, and granddad. Her years 
teaching in public school classrooms as male 
provided the foundation for her more recent 
role educating future teachers. Living female 
for the past decade, she has come to appre-
ciate the privileges she once held – both male 
and cisgender – privileges now replaced with 
the fulllment of living as her true self. 

BY REV. KELLY CRENSHAW
How do you feel about starting school? 
Some kids get really excited about it 
because they get to see their friends 
every day. Some kids get anxious and 
worried, especially if they are chang-
ing schools. They worry that their new 
teachers won�t like them 
or that their friends won�t 
be on the same lunch 
schedule. But, everyone 
gets the opportunity to 
learn, grow and meet new 
friends. 

Here are some things that were 
overheard from some of my kids as 
they started a new 
school year.

�I made a 
new friend to-
day.� (Always 
a great thing 
to hear!)

From the 
1 9 - y e a r - o l d 
college fresh-
man, �College 
is so different. I 
can�t seem to get 
used to it.� (You 
got used to lots of things. 
You will get used to this, too!)

From the 24-year-old college fresh-
man on day one, �Is this it? I thought 

Back to 
School 
Blues

Kelly’s 
Kids

college would be harder than this!� 
(Yep! Just wait�)

From the 24-year-old college 
freshman on day two, �This is im-
possible! I�m already behind.� (Told 
you to just wait.)

�I hate picking out my first day 
outfit.� (And you�re adorable no 
matter what you wear.)
From the high school senior who 

had to wear a school 
t-shirt on the 
first day, �Don�t 
take my first 
day picture 
today. I look 
awful. Do it 
t o m o r r o w. � 
(And they 
did.)

To all of 
you, enjoy 
the school 
year. Find 

lots of opportunities 
to learn about new things and meet 
new people. Work hard and you will go 
far in life. I believe in you!   t

� Compiled and commented on by 
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw
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One of the most common (and ridiculous) 
reasons that I�ve been given thus far, from 
homophobic folks in regards to their ha-
tred and/or detest for people within the 
LGBTQIA community is, and I quote, �I 
just don�t understand it.�  Now, I could 
be a doll and attempt to explain all the 
intricacies of our brilliance but I won�t; 
honestly, I could no sooner describe 
the color of a caged bird�s song, and 
self-proclaimed homophobes, in my 
opinion, just don�t deserve the effort.

What I will do however,  is help 
them (homophobes) come to terms 
with their willful ignorance. Simply 
put, the LGBTQIA community is 
not for you to understand; quite 
frankly, you don�t even really 
have to accept it, your only job 
(as a fully coherent, lucid, human be-
ing) is to respect us. Treating other people 
in a manner in which you would like to be 
treated, is but a simple request but if con-
tinuously denied, it will quickly turn into an 
angry demand.

Have you ever been to another coun-
try and experienced different practices 
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that didn�t necessarily coincide with your 
own? For the record, I�m not talking about 
some outlandish, human sacrificial type of 
nonsense. Did you immediately turn your 
nose up and dismiss it as crazy, nasty, or 
demonic? Did you condemn the people 
involved into the fiery depths of hell? If 
so, shame on you. But, if not, there is an 
explanation for that; it�s automatically as-
sumed that every culture (subculture, etc.) 
has its own practices and beliefs systems 
that work for them, and these practices 
are properly respected as such: alternate 
ways of life, instead of being labeled as 
the wrong ways to live.

Take a trip, open you mind, broaden 
your horizon � experience different 

cultures, different religions; 
get out of your men-

tal cages. You will 
quickly discover 

that, you don�t 
have to agree with 

every type of people 
you come into con-

tact with � after all 
agreement isn�t a pre-

requisite for tolerance 
and respect, is it? If 

so, I think I�ve been way 
too lenient on our society 

as whole because� well 
let�s just say that, the list of 

things that I don�t agree with 
here could reach the White 

House and back.
How is it so easy, so ef-

for t - less for our society to accept 
other culture�s beliefs and practices; when 
we, ourselves (American society), are an 
amalgam of outside practices and beliefs 
systems? Come to think of it, I could ask 
the same question in reference to the LG-
BTQIA community accepting, respecting 

and even believing in 
(in some cases) a sys-
tem that in biblical times 
would put you to death.

Maybe instead of 
telling homophobes that 
�you don�t have to un-
derstand,� I should be 
telling them that, �you 
don�t have to fear.� We 
are simply our own sub-
culture (stemming from 
main cultures all over the 
world by the way), who 
deserve and here lately, 
demand respect. We are 
all necessary to form this 
melting pot that we call 
home. t

You Don’t 
Have to 

Understand

Part 2
Last month, during Part I of my take on 
the topic of singles, I introduced you to the 
concerns of singles in today�s world. Now, 
I know singles expert Dr. Bella DePaulo 
would jump into this discussion heartily. I�ve 
seen Dr. DePaulo here and there on the 
web over the years. She is like I am about 
lesbian issues, very committed to them. She 
has evidenced that by the longevity of her 
focus on the topic. 

Dr. DePaulo calls the hyper-focus 
on couples and marriage in 
our society �matri-mania� and 
the stigma, stereotyping, and 
social, spiritual, legal, and nan-
cial discrimination singles face 
�singlism.� Did you even know 
there were such terms? I�ll bet not. Yo u 
learned something new today!

I believe activists trying to drum up the 
same level of passion needed to continue 
ghting for other important LGBT issues 
would agree that even the LGBT community 
is suffering from a bad case of matri-mania! 
I won�t say we didn�t need a hefty dose of 
�mania� to get marriage equality passed, it 
obviously worked for us as a community! 
But let�s not forget those of us who aren�t 
able to enjoy marriage yet, or have �lost� it, 
or who aren�t interested. Aren�t our social, 
nancial, spiritual, legal, and psychological 
needs just as important?

And lest you think these terms silly, 
consider the off chance that DePaulo has a 
point. In fact, you don�t even have to believe 
her. There are plenty of facts pointing to the 
truth that singles are discriminated against 
in more ways than one in our culture. Take, 
for example nances. Did you know that a 
married woman may � over a lifetime � save 
almost a million dollars in taxes � as com-
pared to her single peer? Or that your mar-
ried co-worker may be entitled to something 
called a �marriage bonus� while there is no 
equal for singles? These realities are dou-
bly hard on single women who tend, like all 
women, to make less income over a lifetime 
as compared to men. 

Again, whether you are single or mar-
ried currently, these facts should wake you 
up and make you mad. Even if you are mar-
ried today, chances are you will again be 

single in this lifetime. 
So why hasn�t there ever been a singles 

equality movement? Well, perhaps there is 
no unied movement because singles see 
their current status as a “eeting phase” 
they will quickly move through on to being 
coupled soon again, instead of a legitimate 
life stage. Perhaps now is the time a �sin-
gles pride� movement could coalesce given 
that for the rst time in recorded history 
there are more single folk than married folk. 
I have my doubts however, because singles 
pride hasn�t happened yet.

And before the right wingers side track 
you with paranoid thoughts such as �singles 
equality will abolish marriage� and fears that 
if singles get full rights the government will 
have more control over everyone�s life, let 
me tell you I don�t buy it. Singles equality 
wouldn�t deny non-singles the lives they de-
sire. Single equality would not give singles 
�special rights,� it would give single adults 
equal opportunity to create the lives they 
want with the same respect and dignity mar-
ried people enjoy. Sound familiar? 

That�s all, just like LGBT�s want. When 
you have rights, you forget and you take 
them for granted. Singles equality is about 

equalizing the pie � sharing more of the 
pie � not forcing everyone into sharing one 
�less than equal� slice of the pie. One life-
style, after all, is what the right wants: push-
ing everyone into only one family choice: 
the nuclear family. So, I say again: whose 
policies should we be afraid of?

It’s time to take up the ght. It’s time for 
singles to be proud. It�s time for singles and 
all our allies to help singles ght for equal-
ity. To stand tall and become a force to be 
reckoned with. 

Do you know if anyone is yet ghting 
for single�s rights in the courts? I�d love to 
know.

Stay tuned for my next article, where I�ll 
begin to explore the idea of singles pride 
and the potential value of a �singles pride 
movement�!

In the meantime, become more involved 
by learning more about singles pride. Un-
married.org is a great place to start (see 
this article online at BaltimoreOutloud.com 
for more links).t

Barb Elgin has been helping lesbians 
thrive since the mid-1980s as a psychother-
apist, life/love coach, matchmaker, author, 
radio-show host and more. Her current focus 
is the Lasting Lesbian Love Social / Travel 
Club. If youʼre ready to unwind, unplug, 
and become healthier and happier, while 
having fun and meeting other like-hearted 
LBT women, sign up for L3ʼs complimentary 
Social/Travel E-Zine at Lastinglesbianlove.
com/lesbian-social-and-travel-with-heart. 
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her as one of the all-time greats. Any time 
you get to share air with someone like that, 
you�re walking into it as someone who�s 
trying to psych themselves into believing 
[laughs] that you deserve to be there. Also, 
you just try to be a student as well. You 
view it as a master class. I don�t view it 
any differently than when I got to stand 
next to Placido Domingo or Tony Bennett 
or somebody that you have to say your-
self, �I�m going to do the best that I can to 
make this recording great.� You have to be 
in work-mode. At the same time you have 
to appreciate that this is a rare, once in a 
lifetime master class that you get to em-
bark on. That�s kind of how I view it.

GS: Since Neil Patrick Harris left 
Hedwig and the Angry Inch the show 
has had a series of performers taking 
the lead. Could you play Hedwig?

JG: I�m not sure I could handle the 
waxing, quite frankly [laughs]. I think I have 
too much chest hair for the role [laughs]. 
There�s too much upkeep for those leather 
shorts for me. I love the show. I�ve seen 
it a few times now. It�s one of the great 
contemporary shows. I�m so happy that 
it�s had such a great revival because it�s 
great. They always tell you, �Know your 
strength.� That�s a show where I think I will 
enjoy it more as a fan than onstage.

GS: Could you maybe see yourself 
covering “Midnight Radio” someday, 
perhaps on Stages 2?

JG: Sure! That�s the wonderful thing 
about when you have the freedom of re-
cording an album. Taking the songs away 
from the context of the show and letting 
them live on their own. You get to explore 
how universal they are to everyday life, 
even if you�re not onstage playing the role. 
That�s what I�ve loved about when Barbra 
and countless others record these albums; 
you allow the songs to live on their own. 
�Midnight Radio� is amazing. �Origins of 
Love� is a great song, as well. There are 
lots of options for future records of these 
songs for me, for sure.

GS: If you didnʼt already have a gay 
following, singing show-tunes is one 
sure way to guarantee one. 

JG: [Laughs.]
GS: Are you aware of your gay fans, 

and if so, what do they mean to you?
JG: I�ve been aware of my gay fans 

since album one. There has been such 
great support from that community and it 
has gone both ways. It�s been incredible to 
have felt that love since day one. It�s been 
a fan base that I�ve been proud to have. 
Yes [laughs], I suppose that recording an 
album like this�if it pleases that fan base 
and gets even more, then wonderful!  t

made you want to record it again for 
Stages?

JG: Chess, admittedly, was not a show 
that I grew up with. It was introduced to me 
when I did it for The Actors Fund on Broad-
way. We did that at the New Amsterdam 
Theatre in 2004/2005. When The Actors 
Fund was doing the show and they came 

to me about playing Anatoly, I didn�t really 
know the show very well. They gave me a 
recording of it and I was blown away by it. 
It�s so brilliant and has always worked, I 
think, so much more effectively as a con-
cert, because the book is a little dense. We 
did that and it was an eye-opening experi-
ence for me. Doing it again at Royal Albert 
Hall was a reinvigoration of my love for the 
show. There are a couple of bootlegs of it 
from New York on YouTube. There was a 
live recording that we did from Royal Al-
bert Hall that sold 10 copies. I still felt like 
I wanted to record my own definitive studio 
version of it. If I was going to make a first 
record of these songs, I wanted to include 
it. Benny and Bjorn wrote it to have the 
kitchen sink thrown at it; you can�t really 
follow it with anything. We always knew it 
would be the final song on the record.

GS: Do you have an all-time favorite 
musical and is it represented on Stag-
es?

JG: Yes, I would say my all-time fa-
vorite musical is Sunday in the Park With 
George. (Including) �Finishing The Hat� 
(on the album) was not going to be a battle 
that would be lost for me. It was probably 
the first show that I ever saw, but it was on 
VHS. My parents brought home a copy of 
it, with Bernadette Peters and Mandy Pa-
tinkin, when I was ten years old. Even at 
the young age, I remember sitting in front 

BY GREGG SHAPIRO
Josh Groban was born to sing show-tunes, 
something he does with grace and rever-
ence on his new album Stages (Reprise). 
Groban�s respectful interpretations of 
songs from Les Miserables (�Bring Him 
Home�), Sunday In The Park With George 
(�Finishing The Hat�), Chess (�Anthem�) 
and Into The Woods and Sweeney Todd 
(the �Children Will Listen/Not While I�m 
Around� medley), among others, are beau-
tifully rendered. A pair of duets, one with 
Kelly Clarkson on �All I Ask of You� from 
Phantom of the Opera and one with Audra 
McDonald on �If I Loved You� from Carou-
sel, are also marvelous. Groban is embark-
ing on a multi-city tour in the fall at which 
he will perform songs from Stages as well 
as favorites from his other recordings. 

Gregg Shapiro: With so much from 
which to choose, what can you tell me 
about the process of selecting material 
for Stages?

Josh Groban: The selection of material 
was actually one of, if not the most, difficult 
things of this entire process. When you�re 
walking in, basically like a kid in a candy 
store, to a project where there�s an end-
less canon of material, you have to step 
back from it as a self-indulgence. You have 
to look at it neutrally. You have to look at a 
couple of things. What songs are best for 
my voice? What songs can I provide an in-
terpretation that I feel can be relevant if it�s 
been done 30 or 40 times? Do I even need 
to sing it? Is it something people would 
even want to hear? Of course, the unsung 
heroes of these kinds of recordings, and 
also the songs themselves, are the ar-
rangers and orchestrators. Is there an ar-
rangement that�s going to be something 
to take this to a place where I can make 
it my own? We may have started with 50 
songs from pre- and post-1960s and then 
we started to drift post (that era). Being 
that this was the first record of mine with 
these songs, I wanted to focus on songs 
that I was inspired by growing up. I love so 
many of them from the last 100 years, but 
I really wanted, for my first step forward, to 
choose material that has inspired me and 
got me into the world of musical theater. 
That was important for me on this one.

GS: Itʼs interesting that you should 
say that because you included “An-
them” from Chess, a song you per-
formed on the Chess In Concert album 
which also featured Idina Menzel. What 
was it about that particular song that 
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Staging a Musical Takeover
AN INTERVIEW WITH WRITER JOSH GROBAN

like peeling an onion. Ev-
ery year I get older I ap-
preciate something new 
about it.

GS: Tony winner Au-
dra McDonald joins you 
for a duet on “If I Loved 
You” from Carousel. 
What was it like to sing 

with Audra?
JG: It was very intimidating just be-

cause I�m such a huge fan of hers, both as 
a performer and a person. We�ve always 
just kind of been friends. We�ve been a 
part of performances together, but we�ve 
never really blended voices together. 
We�ve just sung next to each other. We 
did a Marvin Hamlisch tribute for the New 
York Phil. We did a college football game 
together [laughs], where I did the anthem 
and she did �God Bless America.� I�ve just 
always wanted to sing with her. She won 
her first Tony for that show. Her voice, in 
Carousel, is one of the great joys. To be 
able to blend with her, it was nice to be 
able to be in the same room. We recorded 
that at Avatar Studios in New York. It was a 
thrill. She�s such a brilliant artist. 

GS: Speaking of show-tune duets, 
you sang “Somewhere” from West Side 
Story with Barbra Streisand on her 2014 
album Partners. What was that experi-
ence like for you?

JG: Amazing. That was the second 
time I was lucky enough to be able to re-
cord with Barbra. The first time, I was just 
a kid, on one of her duets records when I 
was maybe 19. It was a very different ex-
perience for me then as opposed to at 33. 
So much has happened between then and 
now. Barbra�s been a very kind supporter 
of mine all these years. I, of course, view 

of the TV and being fascinated with the 
chords, the interpretation, the story-line. 
There�s so much there that you can take 
in as a kid. As you get older and start liv-
ing your life, you start to realize the intri-
cacies of everything he�s trying to say. He 
(Sondheim) would probably say that none 
of his shows are autobiographical. But you 

listen to a show like that, 
about the struggles of art 
and balance and sacri-
fices, there�s so much you 
can take from it as a fan 
of the composer, as well, 
that is so fascinating. It�s 
one of those shows that�s 
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BY GREGG SHAPIRO
If you were wondering whether or not Ac-
tive Child, a.k.a. Pat Grossi, could match 
the transcendence of his 2011 debut You 
Are All I See, after an EP that detoured into 
heavier electronics and featured duet work 
with Ellie Goulding, on his second full-
length disc Mercy (Vagrant), rest assured. 
Mercy comes very close to recapturing the 
splendor of its pre-
decessor. Grossi�s 
falsetto, set in the 
warmest of elec-
tro arrangements, 
can still raise 
goose-bumps, es-
pecially on �1999,� 
�Darling,� �Strang-
er� and �Lazarus.� 
Grossi hasn�t lost 
his knack for mod-
ern soul updates, 
something made 
abundantly clear 
on �These Arms,� 
�Temptation� and 
the title tune. 

You might not 
expect I Love You, 
Honeybear (Sub 
Pop), the extraor-
dinary second 
album by Father 
John Misty, a.k.a. 
ex-Fleet Foxes 
drummer Joshua 
Tillman, to have 
much in common 
with Active Child, 
but you�d be wrong. Just listen to �True Af-
fection,� with its falsetto vocals and subtle 
electronic, as well as the soulful �When 
You�re Smiling and Astride Me,� and see if 
you disagree. If there�s anything that defin-
itively separates the two, it�s Father John 
Misty�s sense of humor, something that 
comes through loud and clear on �Cha-
teau Lobby #4 (in C for Two Virgins),� �The 
Night Josh Tillman Came To Our Apart-
ment� and the retro �Strange Encounter.� 
If you aren�t sold yet, the one-two punch 
of �Bored In The USA� and �Holy Shit,� as 
well as the stunning love song �I Went To 
The Store One Day,� are worth the price 
of admission alone. You can�t talk about I
Love You, Honeybear without mentioning 
the amazing artwork which makes the pur-
chase of the physical disc a must.

Like Active Child / Grossi, Michael 
Angelakos, a.k.a. Passion Pit, has a dis-

tinctive falsetto that he puts to good use 
on Kindred (Columbia), Passion Pit�s third 
album. Opening with the stirring �Lifted 
Up (1985),� a song of gratitude written for 
his wife who stood with him during a dif-
ficult time, it sets the tone for the rest of 
the disc, which has fewer dance-oriented 
tracks than its precursors. However, when 
Passion Pit aims for the dance-floor it suc-
ceeds magnificently on �Five Foot Ten (I),� 
and �My Brother Taught Me How To Swim.� 
Also noteworthy are �Whole Life Story,� �All 
I Want� and �Where The Sky Hangs.� 

Beginning with 
its ominous title, 
Earth Sick (Tusk 
or Tooth / Kobalt), 
the third album by 
Brooklyn-by-way-
of-Denmark elec-
tro diva Oh Land, 
a.k.a. Nanna 
Øland Fabricius, 
finds the artist 
moving in a more 
serious direction. 
Not that she�s 
abandoned fun 
altogether, as you 
can hear on the el-
evated club track 
�Head Up High,� 
as well as �Hot 
�N� Bothered,� 
the funky �Little 
Things� and the 
flapping �Flags.� 
Still, Oh Land 
wants to have 
her say and does 
so on the Sia-like 
�Favor Friends,� 
�Machine,� �Trail-

blazer,� �Nothing Is Over� and the title cut, 
to name a few.

Freedy Johnston, a.k.a. Fred Fatzer, 
had a moment in the mid-1990s with the 
release of his major-label debut This Per-
fect World and some airplay for the song 
�Bad Reputation.� But unless you were 
Pearl Jam or Backstreet Boys, male singer/
songwriters were essentially ignored until 
John Mayer came along. That�s too bad, 
because Johnston was, and still is, good 
at what he does. Twenty or so years later, 
Neon Repairman (Singing Magnet) finds 
Johnston in top form with a set of ten solid 
compositions. Song such as the title track, 
�TV in My Arms,� �Summer Clothes,� �The 
First to Leave the World, is the First to See 
the World� and the spaced-out �Her Hair is 
Blowing in the Wind of Another Planet,� are 
welcome additions to the Freedy Johnston 
songbook.

Name Tag If you didn�t know that Welcome Back to 
Milk (Mute) by Du Blonde is the new musi-
cal alter ego of Beth Jeans Houghton, you 
might think you were listening to some un-
known prog rock 
diva. But Hough-
ton has shifted 
her folk-pop gears 
and came up with 
heavy numbers 
such as �Chips to 
Go,� �Black Flag,� 
�If You�re Legal� 
and �Mind is on 
My Mind� (a duet 
with Samuel T. 
Herring of Future 
Islands). To her 
credit, she also knows when to ease up, 
as on gorgeous selections such as �After 
The Show,� �Four in the Morning� and �Isn�t 
It Wild.� 

Marina & The Diamonds, a.k.a. the 
eccentric Marina Diamandis, sparkles 
brightly on Froot (Atlantic), beginning with 
accessible opener �Happy,� and continuing 
with delirious dance moves of the title cut, 
�Blue� and �Can�t Pin Me Down,� as well 
as the pleasing pop of �Forget,� �Savages� 
and �Gold.�

Bird a.k.a. Janie Price takes wing with 
her third album Figments of Our Imagina-
tion (birdofficial.com). Standout cuts in-
clude �Girl Can�t Decide,� �Stereotype,� 

�Lucky,� �Small 
Town� and �Think 
So.�

Also keep in 
mind the epony-
mous album by 
Thousand, a.k.a. 
Stéphane Milo-
chevitch (Tali-
tres), the four 
song EP In The 
Sun by The Se-
cret  Storm, a.k.a. 
Lauren Hoffman, 

the self-titled Narooma disc by Via Tania, 
a.k.a. Tania Bowers, and the Tomorrow 
Music Orchestra, May (Anti-), the debut 
album by Broken Twin, a.k.a. Majke Voss 
Romme, and Baby (Dead Oceans) by 
White Hinterland, a.k.a. Casey Dienel. t

Oh Land performs on September 15 
in Philadelphia at Skyline Stage at Mann 
Music Center, and on September 20 in 
Columbia, Maryland, at Merriweather Post 
Pavillion.

Active Child / 
Pat Grossi

If you were wondering 
whether or not Active 

Child, a.k.a. Pat Grossi, 
could match the 

transcendence of his 2011 
debut You Are All I See,  

rest assured
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LaBruce takes his career to new and prom-
ising heights with Gerontophilia (Strand), 
a film displaying both a new-found maturity 
and accessibility. LaBruce hasn�t entirely 
abandoned his kinky side as much as he�s 
refined it.

Lake (Pier-Gabriel Lajoie) and semi-
girlfriend Desiree (Katie Boland) spend 

their gap year 
making out, go-
ing to rock clubs 
and discuss-
ing and naming 
revo lu t ionar ies 
and saints. Book-
worm Desiree 
works in a book-
store where her 
creepy boss Mr. 
Guerrero (Brian 
D. Wright), de-
scribed as a 
�Buscemi� by 
Lake, takes an 
interest in her. 
Lake works as 
a pool lifeguard, 
but after getting 
an erection while 
performing CPR 
on an elderly 
gentleman, finds 
himself out of a 
job.

Lake�s mother, who loses her job as 
a club dancer after a brawl with another 
dancer, secures employment at an assist-
ed living facility. While there, she is able to 
land a job for Lake. So begins Lake�s oc-
togenarian odyssey, beginning innocently 
enough with him sketching some of the res-
idents. Shortly thereafter he befriends gay 
resident Melvyn (Walter Borden) and soon 
the two are hanging out together, playing 
strip poker and drinking. When Lake, who 
develops an attraction to Melvyn sees him 
being over-medicated (following an escape 
attempt) and mistreated by staff members, 
he comes up with a plan to rescue him and 
grant his wish to see the Pacific Ocean be-
fore he dies. The ensuing road trip has its 
highs and lows.

LaBruce has hit the jackpot with Lajoie. 
Not only is he a pleasure to look at, he can 
also act up a storm. The rest of the cast, 
including Borden and Boland, do what 
they can to keep up with him. DVD bonus 
features include a Museum of Modern Art 
Q&A with LaBruce and the original theatri-
cal trailer. t

BY GREGG SHAPIRO
Set in a rural California town, just north 
of Los Angeles, Tiger Orange (Wolfe), 
whose title comes from a paint color sold 
at the hardware store inherited by Chet 
(co-screenwriter Mark Strano) after his fa-
ther died, utilizes flashbacks to illustrate 
the ways two brothers differed as chil-
dren. Abandoned by their 
mother when they were 
small and raised by their 
perpetually raging father, 
Chet and Todd are as dif-
ferent as brothers can be. 
Chet stayed behind after 
college to help his father 
with the store, while Todd 
(Frankie Valenti) got the 
hell out of town as fast as 
he could.

Chet, who lives alone 
in the cabin where he 
took care of his father 
until his death, has his 
safe and stable exis-
tence rocked by a pair 
of events. First, Bran-
don (Gregory Marcel), 
an old high school crush 
who has since come out 
as gay, returns to town 
to take care of his ailing 
mother. Second, tattooed 
and pierced brother Todd, 
who has basically been run out of L.A. fol-
lowing a series of unfavorable events, also 
returns to town, and wants to stay at the 
cabin with Chet.

As you might imagine, the set-up is rife 
with conict. But what gives Tiger Orange 
its roar is the way that the astute and sensi-
tive screenplay handles an array of situa-
tions, including the way gay people are able 
to coexist peacefully with straight folks in a 
suburban setting, as well as the portrayal of 
the complex sibling relationship that arises 
when both brothers are gay. Strano and 
Marcel are quite good, but it�s Valenti, who 
like fellow porn actor Sean Lockhart (aka 
Brent Corrigan), proves there�s more to him 
than what we�ve already seen of him un-
der his gay porn moniker Johnny Hazzard. 
What makes it all the more remarkable is 
that Gasque gets it all done in a little more 
than an hour and 15 minutes. Bravo!

The skimpy DVD bonus features in-
clude a Frankie Valenti photo gallery set to 
a dance music beat and the film�s theatri-
cal trailer.

Legendary indie queer filmmaker Bruce 

Daddy Issues
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a constant source of happiness and enjoy-
ment. But it also comes with responsibil-
ity. There are many considerations to think 
about when deciding about animal com-
panionship that need to be explored before 
making that commitment. Some of the big-
gest things that need to be assessed be-
fore bringing that pet home include, �How 
much time, space, and money do you have 
to offer to this commitment?� �Who will be 
affected by this commitment?� and �What 
are your expectations of yourself and your 
new pet?� 

In terms of time, do you lead a busy life, 
with long hours of work? If you find yourself 
answering this question with an undeni-

able yes, then a very active 
and energetic dog is not 
the best fit. Likewise, most 
birds also require more time 
out of your schedule. Birds 
require hours of attention 
each day as well as the time 

spent cleaning there cage and surround-
ings on a daily basis. A goldfish or hamster 
may be a better option for people with lim-
ited downtime. If you have more personal 
downtime that you spend outside, then a 
dog that loves running and hiking may be 
the perfect way to increase the pleasure of 
these outings. 

Space is another extremely important 
factor. If you�re an apartment-dweller, a cat 
may be better suited to your space limita-
tions, as opposed to a big Great Dane. If 
you live an apartment and are committed 
to owning a dog, do you have places to 
walk your dog, or nearby dog parks for run-
ning and playing? If you have a house for 
you and your dog, does it have a fenced-in 
yard for the dog to romp in? These ques-
tions need to be asked and answered be-
fore bringing home a pet. 

How about the cost? Pets can be ex-
pensive, with money having to be spent 
on food and toys, veterinary care, train-

One question Violet gets asked quite often 
is how she ended up living with her veteri-
narian, Tony? Well, her veterinarian has a 
very important person in his life, his soon-
to-be husband. His name is Connor. For a 
long time, Connor wanted a small dog to 
come and live with them. One day at work, 
a young female French Bulldog found her 
way to the hospital where Tony works. She 
was living a situation in which she was 
not being taken care of with the attention 
and love that she deserved. Tony saw her 
that day and thought that she would make 
Connor very happy. He also realized that 
he and Connor would be able give her a 
wonderful home and happy life. This dog 
needed to be spoiled in a way that only 
Connor could provide. Tony took a picture 
of the small Frenchie and texted it to Con-
nor with a brief message that said, �She 
needs a home.� Connor dispensed with the 
formality of texting back and called imme-
diately to say to bring her home. It was in 
that way that Violet came to live with Tony 
and Connor. 

This story is simple in one sense but is 
also meaningful in that it points to bigger 
questions about pet ownership. The larger 
question it leads to is, �What is pet owner-
ship? And how does that relate to me and 
my family?� Having an animal companion 
comes with many rewards, such as un-
conditional love from the pet, and having 

Before You
Get a Pet

Violet�s
Dr. Tony Calo

Vet

QUALITY OF LIFE

ing, and grooming. 
These things can 
add up over time and 
or can even arise 
all of the sudden if 
there�s an emergen-
cy. The average cost 
of dog ownership 
the first year is ap-
proximately $1,200, 
while the first year 
of cat ownership is 
not far behind, at ap-
proximately $1,000. 
Emergency vet-
erinary cost can be 
hundreds or thou-
sands of dollars. For 
people with limited 
stores of money but 
a steady income, 
pet insurance may 
be a way to balance 
the finances of emergency care. It is very 
important to understand the costs and ben-
efits of pet insurance but it may literally be 
a life saver in some situations. Overall, it 
is important to fully realize and accept that 
there is financial responsibility associated 
with having a happy and healthy pet, re-
gardless of the size or type.

It is also important to assess how your 
new pet will affect the people around you. 
Questions such as do you rent or own your 
property, do you live alone or with your 
husband or wife, and are there children in 
the house must all answered. If you rent, 
are you allowed to have a pet at all. If not, 
your landlord may make an exception for a 
small pet like a hamster or goldfish. If not, 
do not put yourself or an animal in risk of 
having to relinquish a new pet or face evic-
tion. If you live with others, do they have 
allergies to certain types of animal? Will 
they help you care for the pet? In house-
holds with children, getting an older and 

wiser pet that is used 
to being around tod-
dlers is a great way to 
mix kids and compan-
ion animals.

Finally, you need 
to ask yourself what 
are your expectations 
from this human-ani-
mal relationship. Cats 
are playful and cuddly 
but are more indepen-
dent than dogs. Dogs 
will require much more 
exercise and attention 
but will rely on you 
more. They are given 
the title �man�s best 
friend� for good rea-
son. Finally, if it is an 
aesthetic you are look-
ing for, an aquarium 
full of beautiful goldfish 

would be perfect. 
Once you have asked these questions 

and carefully considered the answers, it 
is time to go out and find your new best 
friend. It is now time to start meeting po-
tential new pets and then making a final 
decision. Although there are responsible 
breeders, the most rewarding thing you 
can do for you and your pet is adopt rather 
than buy a pet. Even if you feel that you 
have a strong bias to one breed, there are 
many breed specific rescue groups and 
up to 25 percent of dogs in shelters are 
purebreds. Knowing that you rescued a pet 
in need of loving home and provided that 
loving and safe space is the most beauti-
ful and satisfying way to bring that pet into 
your home. t

Please feel free to write Violetʼs vet with 
any questions that you may have regarding 
choosing the right pet and how to go about 
adopting your new animal companion – vi-
oltesvet@baltimoreoutloud.com.

Things 
to think 

about
Connor buying a 

pillbox hat for Violet
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class three and 
four rapids. I give 
them a lot of cred-
it for what they 
do. One woman 
on board sprained 
her ankle, and 
staff immediately 
responded with 
the correct medi-
cal attention � 
and at this point 
we weren�t even 

in the water yet.
As the first couple of small rapids came 

and went, I said to my guide, �Jeremiah, 
I�m ready for something exciting to hap-
pen.� He just laughed and waited. �Be 
careful what you wish for,� Bryan said to 
me. The next thing I know we were met 
with a rapid that shook us all. Water came 
splashing up all over us while we braced 
ourselves for another impact � it was then 
that I knew the fun was just beginning.

Numerous rapids were named for dif-
ferent reasons. At Cucumber Rapid, for 
instance, Cucumber Falls run directly into 
the river, and seeing the falls is a must. 
School House Rock is so named because 

BY ERIC VOOYS
The scene as we drove 
to Uniontown, Pennsylva-
nia, on Friday was almost 
too perfect to be true. The 
mountains, the clear blue 
sky, and the open road 
was the perfect beginning 
to what I was anticipat-
ing to be an adrenaline-
pumping trip down the 
Youghiogheny. I was on 
my way to go whitewater 
rafting for the first time. 

Ohiopyle is the very small town which 
the Youghiogheny river runs through, but 
full of life, small shops, bakeries, and shirt-
less guys. Our trip started out with the typi-
cal briefing and signing of the waiver that 
rids the rafting company from liability for 
any injuries or death� that�s when you 
know you�re about to have some fun. After 
we received our life-jackets and helmets, 
48 of us piled into a bus and we were on 
our way to the river. 

The guides from Ohiopyle Trading Post 
rafting company were all very personable, 
fun but cautious when taking six rafts full 
of first- and second-time rafters out on 

THE WEEKEND TRAVELER

The Mighty Youghiogheny at Ohiopyle

Strap in!

if you get caught sideways on it, you�ll be 
taught a lesson or two. And with a name 
like Dimple Rapid, I thought that we would 
encounter something that we would just 
float right over and not even know it. Well, 
I was wrong. It was one of the biggest rap-
ids on the river and it sure 
did feel like it. All throughout 
was the exhilarating feeling 
of floating down the river with 
the sounds and the splashing 
of water, hearing everyone 
laughing and having a good 
time, all in beautiful forested 
surroundings.

Before I knew it, we 
reached calmer waters and were able to get 
out to swim, and, if you dared, jump off a 
rock that was at least three stories high. �It 
can�t get much better than this,� I thought. 

I later found out that if you were to fol-
low Dimple Creek (the creek that runs into 
Dimple Rapid) all the way up, you would 
run right into Frank Lloyd Wright�s Falling 
Waters house. Where I have also been, 
but that trip is for a later issue. We ended 
our rafting trip a little bumped, bruised, and 
sore, but with another great experience.

After we returned to the hotel, rested 

and regained our strength, we surprisingly 
found a gay establishment, Club 231. After 
exploring the area and meeting some resi-
dents, I expected a small dive with enter-
taining locals. This place lived up to just that 
� a small bar with people that were out just 
trying to have a good time. Nyki was tend-
ing the bar and was very kind to us through-
out the night. She also knows how to make 

a great Long-Island. Club 231 
has a kitchen and serves bar 
food, which I don�t see very of-
ten in gay establishments. There 
was a $5 cover that I didn�t think 
was necessary and I didn�t like 
the fact that smoking was al-
lowed inside. The lingering smell 
of cigarette smoke on my clothes 
was not appealing. But it�s a fun 

little dive bar with great music and videos. 
If you�re lucky, they just might play all of the 
songs that you requested on the jukebox 
(which has a huge selection). I was glad 
that I could come out and support a small 
gay bar in a town where being gay probably 
isn�t as accepted as other places that I have 
been. I left Ohiopyle and Uniontown feeling 
exhausted and excited at the thought of a 
trip to take on class VI rapids, but happy to 
be coming home to Baltimore to prepare 
for my camping trip next weekend in Lost 
River, West Virginia. t

Whitewater 
rafting for 

the brave of 
heart
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Windows 8 (Microsoft skipped over nam-
ing any operating system �Windows 9�).

The next and more important factor 
is compatibility. Even if you like the look 
and feel of Windows 8, you may run into 
compatibility problems � issues with your 
favorite programs and possibly even hard-
ware. With Windows 10 just released this 
summer, hardware vendors may not have 
compatible drivers available yet for, say, your 
printer or scanner. Are you ready for your 
printer to cease functioning because of an 
incompatibility with Windows 10? As I found 
myself when I tried to upgrade, some of my 
programs also weren�t compatible with Win-
dows 10. Make sure you�re ready to run into 
some potential software and hardware com-
patibility issues if you do decide to upgrade.

Finally let�s say you decided to upgrade 
and you really don�t like Windows 10 and 
so you want to downgrade to Windows 8 or 

Windows 7. As 
long as a month 
hasn�t passed, 
that�s possible. 
The first thing you 
will want to do is 
click the �Start� 
menu and select-
ing �Settings.� 
Under �Settings� 
choose �Update 
& Security� and 
then choose �Re-

covery.� Once you choose �Recovery� you 
should see an option labeled �Go back to 
Windows 7� or �Go back to Windows 8.1,� 
which will bring you back. Keep in mind 
that you have a year to upgrade to Win-
dows 10 at no cost. If you upgraded to 10 
but found incompatibility issues, check 
with your hardware or software vendor for 
updates and then potentially upgrade be-
fore next summer. t

E-mail your tech questions to outloud-
tech@gmail.com.

Tech
David Sugar

Talk

Have you ever taken a few moments and 
thought over past relationships and won-
der why you may have chosen this per-
son or that? Why you or the other ended 
the relationship? Why some connections 
lasted longer than others? What were the 
reasons you got involved in the first place?

When I work with couples, two of the 
questions I ask are: What was the first 
thing you noticed about your partner? Why 
did you become a couple? Especially when 
there is conflict, we tend to focus on the 
negative and forget those traits of the part-
ner that earlier were positive and attractive 
to us. Other times, those very character-
istics that were desirable come back to 
haunt us. So reminding ourselves of what 
was good back then can provide a different 
perspective. Yes, that social butterfly you 
adored at every party you went to made 
you feel good because he/she was your 
partner! But now, you don�t like all that at-
tention or maybe you would rather stay at 
home and relax and not attend every oc-
casion you are invited to. What changed? 
You, or the other person, or maybe both? If 
so, are they changes you welcome or not? 
And did you make the changes intention-
ally, or did they come because of getting 
older, evolving on issues, discovering new 
information about each other and yourself?

Whatever the reason, we all go through 
changes as life goes on. So in any relation-

ship, it is healthy to accept what is different 
over time and to adapt. How you related to 
your parents as a six-year-old is different 
than when you become a teenager. Then 
as an adult comes another phase. Even 
with friends, we drop some, we make oth-
ers because life never stays the same. So 
it goes with a relationship and with your 
partner. Instead of seeing these as his or 
her fault, why not work with it so you can 
both be happier? Here I am not referring 
to any unhealthy habits as in abusive be-
havior. If your partner becomes verbally or 
physically challenging, that is not a change 
to accept nor is there any excuse that will 
justify such. But if the social butterfly now 
wants some solitude, maybe it is because 
he/she has had enough of the partying 
and now enjoys solitude and time with you 
alone. 

In all relationships, whether romantic 
or otherwise, it is important to have a bal-
ance in expectations, desires, and wants. 
If you make it possible to have that soli-
tude, what is it that you want to have that 
will meet your emotional needs? For some 
people, affirmations, hearing your partner 
express appreciation for what you do for 
him/her matter a lot. For others, an oc-
casional I-love-you or thanks may suffice. 
For some others, it may not be the words 
but a hug and a kiss or a holding of hands. 
It is important to be aware of each other�s 
soft stops and to protect and value them. 
Think of how you want to be shown that 
you are cared for. Then make it be known. 
Expecting someone to read your mind sets 
up an instance of disappointment. Then 
ask what matters to them so you can show 
your love.

The bottom line is: No relationship is 
happy on its own. It is the work that goes 
into it that improves it. Which is what 
makes us human beings with feelings and 
the capacity to change our behaviors.  t

Taking 
Inventory

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.
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Windows 10 was released this summer as 
a free upgrade to anyone who has Win-
dows 7 or Windows 8.1. If you are like me 
you most likely are very curious to be one 
of the first to give Windows 10 a try. Yes, 
many articles will give you great reasons 
to upgrade, and 
it�s true there are 
many reasons 
to give Windows 
10 a try, but the 
reasons not to 
upgrade imme-
diately are more 
compelling.

The first rea-
son to be cautious 
about the upgrade 
is comfort and fa-
miliarity � especially for users of Windows 
7. Yes, Windows 10 has a few similarities 
to Windows 7, but it is much more like Win-
dows 8. Before making the change, try out 
a computer with Windows 8. Ask yourself 
if you�re comfortable using 8. If you aren�t, 
then moving on to Windows 10 most likely 
is not a good option for you. On the other 
hand, if you have a computer with a touch-
screen monitor, then Windows 10 will have 
definite advantages, because it�s built with 
that hardware in mind, like its predecessor, 

Window 10: 
Why Not to
Upgrade 
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held at the Baltimore Playhouse 
and not a venue that restricted 
showing a little skin, these skits 
were hot! (In fact audience mem-
bers were also told to feel free 
to remove clothing and be com-
fortable. Although few did, it was 
enough to have emcee David Al-
len to comment, �Usually I have 
to picture the audience in their 
underwear.�) The Mid-Atlantic 
Puppy and Mid-Atlantic Handler 
contestants answered several 
on-stage questions that include 
such gems as: How would you 
rewrite the spaghetti scene from 
Lady and the Tramp for the leath-
er community? All contestants 
also competed in leather image / 
speech. I wish I had room to print 
all of the speeches. They were all 
moving and heartfelt and touched 
on very serious subjects. Fidget 
spoke of her struggles with alco-
hol and addiction and how she 
�found her sober journey in the 

leather community.� Pat spoke of 
the hidden illness of depression, 
and Pup Gryphn talked about his 

experience as a U.S. Marine in Iraq. Vyvyan 
touch on acceptance and the importance of 
embracing diversity in the leather commu-
nity and shouted: �Don�t judge a pup based 
on its fur!� 

The contest contained many other 
memorable moments. At one point Jackie 
Thompson took the stage, dropped to one 
knee, and proposed to her girlfriend Tara, 
whom she had met at Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Weekend. (Who says MAL can�t be roman-
tic?) In another touching moment Buz Nor-
ward donated her Ms. Baltimore Eagle 1999 
title vest complete will all the pins and patch-
es to Vi Johnson and the Carter / Johnson 
Leather Library. After the stepdown speech-
es of Mid-Atlantic Leatherboy david and 
Mid-Atlantic Community Bootblack boy ed, 
Rik Newton-Treadway retired those sashes 
to the Carter / Johnson Leather Library as 
well. (There was no mention of Mid-Atlantic 
LeatherSIR 2014 and he was not in atten-
dance. I hope he is doing well and can only 
assume that his sash will be retired also.) 
Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman 2014 Kristine 
Raye also gave a moving speech before 
passing on her sash. Through tears she 
said, �Thank you for loving me in spite of 
me. Love yourselves.� 

CLAP completed on Sunday, August 
30 at the Baltimore Playhouse with an in-
terview with members of Centaur, MC, a 
ea market, and another cookout. It was a 
wonderful weekend with the leather family. 
CLAP 2015 gets a big hand! t

py 2016 and Mid-Atlantic Handler 2016 
were Mr. NYC Eagle 2011 C.B. Kirby, Ms. 
New Jersey Leather 2014 Nikki Wireman, 
co-founder of Lone Star Rubber Corps 
(Texas) Rubber Dog Ranger, International 
Trainer 2014 Sir Justin St. Clair, and Mr. 
Philadelphia Leather 2015 Jason William 
Hall. The co-emcees were Mr. Maryland 
Leather 1999 David Allen and American 
Leatherboy 2013 / Mr. Atlanta Eagle 2013 
Tank Teachworth. Standing and providing 
the ASL interpretation for the entire con-
test was the amazing Sir Kevin Lowery. 
There were three contestants for Mid-At-
lantic Leather Woman, two for Mid-Atlantic 
Puppy, and three for Mid-Atlantic Handler. 
In addition to the contestants named above, 
Alex �Bear� Conley from Philadelphia and 
a member of QLA was announced as First 
Runner-up to Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman 
2015. Also competing for the title was Pat 
Machate from Red Lion, Pennsylvania 
owner of DKM Kilts. The other Mid-Atlantic 
Puppy 2016 contestant was Pup Indigo who 
is also a member of MAKK. Stepping up to 
run for Mid-Atlantic Handler 2016 were Rich 
Wertman of Baltimore, a member of the 
ShipMates Club and boy tom from River-
dale Heights, Maryland a member of the 
Centaur MC and a founding member of the 
Beltway Bears. 

Contestants were all interviewed by the 
judges earlier in the day. The contestants for 
Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman competed in 
on-stage fantasy, and since the contest was 

 A Big Hand for 
CLAP!

Ms. New Jersey Leather 2013 Jessica 
Fidget was selected Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Woman 2015 on Saturday, August 29 dur-
ing the 6th annual Chesapeake Leather 
and Pride (CLAP) weekend held at the 
Baltimore Playhouse in Baltimore. Also 
awarded titles during the over four-hour 
contest were Vyvyan Sassafrass from Phil-
adelphia, a member of the Queer Leather 
Alliance (QLA) who was named Mid-Atlan-
tic Handler 2016; and Pup Gryphn from 
Newark, Delaware, a member of the Mid-
Atlantic Kennel Korp (MAKK), who was se-
lected Mid-Atlantic Puppy 2016. 

CLAP returned to Baltimore this year 
after being held last year in Asbury Park, 
New Jersey. The weekend kicked off at the 
Baltimore Playhouse on Friday, August 28 
with the opening of the enormous exhibit 
from the Carter/Johnson Leather Library 
and a panel discussion with Mid-Atlantic 
Leather Women titleholders lead by Vi 
Johnson. Afterwards many in attendance 
headed to The Loft at Grand Central for the 
weekly leather night. It was really wonder-
ful to see so many friends from out of town 
show up to support CLAP. 

When I arrived at the Baltimore Play-
house on Saturday morning I was pleas-
antly surprised that the parking lot was 
full and I had to park two blocks away. 
I�m never one to complain that an event 
is successful! Rik Newton-Treadway, Tina 
Landi, and all the other folks working hard 
on this year�s CLAP put on a spectacular 
weekend. It is always a big question mark 
when you put on a function. People get 
comfortable with the old venues and may 
be hesitate to venture into someplace that 
is new, unfamiliar, and not downtown. The 
Baltimore Playhouse is a huge warehouse. 
Even with a nice crowd, it could look empty 
and dead. Plus new this year was the first-
ever Mid-Atlantic Puppy/Handler Contest 
produced by MAKK. Add in that it is sum-
mer, the venue is not air conditioned, and 
people are on vacation or busy doing other 
things and moving CLAP from the beach 
back to Baltimore sounds like a big risk. 

From the moment I walked into the 
lobby and I was warmly greeted by Bal-

timore Playhouse owner 
Jennifer Johnson I knew I 
was in for a fun day. Once 
inside I could see that both 
big rooms were being used 
to the fullest. Many people 
were sitting on the loading 
dock enjoying a cookout, 
others were looking over a 
big silent auction, a puppy 
mosh play area was in full 
swing, there was a leather 
vendor mart, which included 
Wolfstryker Leather, Touch 
My Wood (paddles and 
more), DMK Kilts, Violent 
Wand Store, and The Nazca 
Plains Publishing Company. 
I headed over to the Carter 
/ Johnson Leather Library 
display which filled half of 
a room and greeted founder 
Vi Johnson, who had given 
a presentation earlier in the 
day. The exhibit included 
many posters, programs, 
and artifacts related to the 
history of the Mid-Atlantic 
leather community. Thank 
God that our history is being lovingly col-
lected and preserved for future genera-
tions. Go to Leatherlibrary.org to learn 
more and make a donation. 

Mr. Maryland Leather 2015 Greg King 
has also been helping to preserve our local 
leather history by interviewing members 
of the area�s leather community, record-
ing the interviews, and sending them to Vi 
Johnson. Shortly after I arrived at CLAP, 
he interviewed several members of the 
Mid-Atlantic chapter of ONYX. This very 
popular leather club was founded in 1995 
with the mission of severing as a bridge for 
men of color to the greater leather com-
munity. 

Not long after the ONYX interview it 
was time to find a seat for the contest. 
There were two sets of judges. The judg-
es for Mid-Atlantic Leather Women 2015 
were Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman 2013 
Nina Love, Ms. Capitol Pride Leather 
2009 Jackie Thompson, American Sign 
Language (ASL) interpreter for countless 
leather contest and events and a presenter 
and leather educator Debbie Jones, Ms. 
Baltimore Eagle 1996 / American Leather-
boy 1997 Max Steiner, and Ms. Baltimore 
Eagle 1999 and chair of the board of direc-
tors for the Leather Heart Foundation Buz 
Norwood. (This was a great judging panel. 
I can proudly say that I have known all of 
these leather folks for years and think of 
them as members of my family.) Tasked 
with the job of selecting Mid-Atlantic Pup-

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

Vyvyan Sassafrass, Mid-Atlantic Handler 2016; Pup Gryphn, 
Mid-Atlantic Puppy 2016; & Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman 2015 
Jessica Fidget 
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