
long been a part of your repertoire, from 
your YouTube videos to your In Living 
Cover disc to the Around the World in 
80 Jays EP. How did the concept for this 
new covers collection come about?

Jay Brannan: I’ve been so lucky to do 
tons of touring internationally since I start-
ed getting to play shows and travel begin-
ning around 2007. I’ve had the opportunity 
to play in all sorts of other countries across 
Europe and South America and Africa and 
Australia. One of the things that’s become 
sort of a tradition is to learn a song in the 
language of the place I’m visiting. My friend 
John Cameron Mitchell, the director of 
Shortbus, suggested that way back when. 
It became something that I started doing 
that I really love doing because I’m actu-
ally very interested in foreign language in 
general. People respond really well to it. I 
thought about recording some of those for-
eign language covers for a really long time 
but it was such a crazy idea that I figured 
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the few patrons who were inside.  Everyone 
was okay.”

Ray, the alleged driver of the car, was 
being pursued by Transit Police following an 
attempted traf c stop.  The vehicle, accord-
ing to MTA spokesman Terry Owens, did not 
have headlights on and was traveling in the 
wrong direction on Park Avenue, a one-way 
thoroughfare.  

The car did not stop and ran a red light 
before it hit the pick-up truck.  Ray attempted 
to ee on foot but was apprehended by MTA 
of cers a short distance from the bar.  He 
was placed under arrest and at press time, 
charges were pending.  Both Ray and the un-
identi ed driver of the pick-up truck received 

Car Slams into Grand Central

BY STEVE CHARING
Grand Central, the popular Mount Vernon 
gay bar on the corner of Charles and Eager 
Streets, received a jolt just before 9:30 p.m. 
on September 16.  A white sedan driven by 
Donnell Tyrone Ray, 18, careened into the 
pub entrance on Eager Street after crash-
ing into a pick-up truck carrying containers 
of white paint.  The paint spilled all over the 
outside of the bar and the sidewalk.

“It sounded like an explosion,” Larry 
Neiser, Grand Central’s operation manager 
who was tending bar in the pub section at the 
time, told Baltimore OUTloud.  “There was a 
loud noise and the sound of glass breaking.  
I immediately got out from behind the bar to 
check on the security person at the door and 

BY GREGG SHAPIRO
On Around the World in 80 Jays (Nettwerk), 
out singer/songwriter takes listeners on a 
musical voyage. Singing in Spanish, Ger-
man, French, Portuguese and Italian on 
the nine-song EP, Brannan steps out of his 
comfort zone to interpret songs by Sele-
na (“Bidi Bidi Bom Bom”), Elisa (“Eppure 
Sentire”), Alex C. (“Du hast den schönsten 
Arsch der Welt”), Teri Moïse (“Les poèmes 
de Michelle”), and Rebekah Del Rio (“Llor-
ando”). He also performs English language 
versions of songs by Patty Griffin, Sinead 
O’Connor, and Gotye. Brannan, who first 
caught the attention of many via his per-
formance in the movie Shortbus (in which 
he also got to sing), as well as his multiple 
musical YouTube videos took time out of 
schedule to answer a few questions for 
Guy Magazine.

Gregg Shapiro: Cover tunes have 

—continued on page 4

—continued on page 16

Extensive damage to the building’s entrance; no serious injuries reported

AN INTERVIEW WITH JAY BRANNAN I’d never get the chance to do it. Eventu-
ally I just decided, what the fuck, I’ve al-
ways just done what I want, who cares if it 
makes sense or not [laughs].

GS: Would you say that you are 
comfortable enough to converse in any 
of the languages in which you sing?

JB: No, absolutely not. I definitely can-
not speak any of those languages conver-
sationally. I’ve taken lessons in several of 
them. I’m obsessed with foreign language. 
I have been since I was a child. It was one 
of the few things I had an attention span for 
in school. I can use it for travel purposes 
and stuff, but I couldn’t have an actual con-
versation. I understand probably more than 
I let on. I can follow what people are talking 
about, not necessarily what they are say-
ing exactly. Honestly, my pronunciation is 
probably absolutely horrible. It’s a shame-
less thing [laughs] but I plowed through re-
gardless of whether I should or not.

GS: Itʼs admirable that you made the 
effort.

JB: [Laughs] The thing is, people really 
Jay Brannan

Damage to Grand Central credit: Rusel Marcum
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“We think it’s a really important docu-
mentary for the entire community of Balti-
more to see, not just LGBTQ folks, so we 
can connect all of our struggles for equal 
rights, equal opportunities, and freedom 
from gender- and race-based violence,” 
Shawna Potter, executive site manager for 

Hollaback Bmore, 
told Baltimore OUT-
loud. “We hope that 
the panel discussion 
that follows, as well 
as the information 
and resource ta-
bles, will help folks 
find a way to get 
involved after learn-
ing about the issues 
raised in the film.”

Hollaback Bmore 
is part of an international movement consist-
ing of a network of activists to end street ha-
rassment. For more information, visit Bmore.
ihollaback.org. The event is co-sponsored by 
the Transgender Response Team. t

BY STEVE CHARING
A screening of the documentary Cruel and 
Unusual will take place on October 1 from 
7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at Space 2640, 2640 
St. Paul Street, Baltimore. 

The 2006 film, directed and produced 
by Janet Baus, Dan Hunt and Reid Wil-
liams, follows ve 
transgender wom-
en incarcerated 
in men’s prisons 
across the U.S. from 
Wyoming to New 
Jersey and Florida. 
Denied medical and 
psychological treat-
ment, victims of 
rape and violence, 
the documentary 
Cruel and Unusual
asks if the punishment for their crime is in-
deed cruel and unusual. Cruel and Unusual
doesn’t just transport the viewer within 
prison walls, but more importantly, into the 
hearts and minds of an acutely marginal-
ized and misunderstood community. 

The lm took three years to make. The 
directors initially made contact with ap-
proximately 100 transgender prisoners. 
Although they had planned to feature trans 
men in the lm, they decided to focus only 
on trans women due to the different is-
sues experienced by the two groups and 
the complex nature of the issues faced by 
them in prison. To this end, they interviewed 
trans women in six different prisons.

According to the lm, transgender 
people are more likely than average to be 
imprisoned, and when in prison often face 
sexual violence from other prisoners. Often 
transgender prisoners are kept in solitary 
con nement to protect them against other 
inmates. The lmmakers set out to ask 
whether this situation constitutes cruel and 
unusual punishment and violates prisoners’ 
Eighth Amendment rights

Cruel and Unusual won the Jury Award 
for Best Documentary at the Frameline 
Film Festival in San Francisco and the Au-
dience Award for Best Feature at the New 
York Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, & Transgen-
der Film Festival. It received the Freedom 
Award at the 2006 Outfest in Los Angeles

After the presentation, there will be a 
short panel discussion on how the issues 
addressed in the lm affect us in Maryland. 
The screening is a sliding scale donation of 
$5-$10. Pay $15 and get a free DVD copy 
of the lm. Nobody will be turned away for 
lack of funds. Light refreshments will be 
available for small fees, and there will be 
free popcorn. 

Paul Wingate (second from left) and Jeff Champness tied the knot on September 14 at 
the Joppa-Magnolia Fire Department. The event marked the first time that hall had been 
rented for a gay wedding and reception. Jeff and Paul are residents of Edgewood, Mary-
land, and have been together 15 years. They had a civil ceremony in 1999 but this wed-
ding makes them legally married. The happy couple is surrounded by drag performers 
Krystal Nova Blair (left) and Baltimore’s ‘Queen of Comedy’ Miss Shawnna Alexander, 
who entertained the couple and their guests. The event was sponsored by COMMAND, 
MC, and Baltimore Queer Film Festival. credit: Rick Solimini

A First for Joppa’s Fire Hall

“Transgender people 
are more likely 

than average to be 
imprisoned, and when 

in prison often face 
violence from other 

prisoners.”
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BY STEVE CHARING
In April 2011, Chrissy Lee Polis, a trans-
gender woman who was 22 at the time, 
was beaten by two females, one a 19 year-
old and the other age 14 at a McDonald’s 
restaurant Rosedale, 
Maryland. The attack 
was caught on video 
and received national 
and international at-
tention.

To highlight 
awareness of trans-
gender people in 
Baltimore, a ben-
efit titled “The Real 
Me” will take place 
on September 28 at 
the Universal Night-
life and Entertain-
ment facility, for-
merly known as The 
Overlea, 6809 Belair 

‘The Real Me’ to Benefit Transgender Awareness 

Melody Lyrishal

Road, Baltimore. A portion of the funds will 
go to Tran-Quility. Polis is scheduled to 
make an appearance.

Co-hosted by Melody Lyrishal and Miss 
Mixers Anita Minett, “The Real Me” will fea-

ture a number of local drag perform-
ers including Dee Attitude, Phoenix 
King, Tamia Gisele Mykles, Jalah 
Nicole, Franz Fiddler, and Danielle 
Revlon. 

“I was asked at Queen of Pride 
what I would do if I won,” explains 
Melody Lyrishal who is organiz-
ing the event. “I said I wanted to 
bring awareness to the transgen-
der community. I lost that night, 
but that did not mean I could not 
make a difference. A crown did not 
decide what I could do for the com-
munity. I did.” 

Tickets will be $10 at the door 
and $8 in advance and are for sale 
at Gofundme.com/4880fk. t

open, accepting 
healthcare for un-
derserved commu-
nities.” We believe 
that they would cel-
ebrate the evolution 
of Chase Brexton 
Health Care, and we 
recognize that we 
continue to walk in 
their footsteps.”

The original tiles 
will be placed in 

shadowboxes with explanatory text in sites 
throughout the Mt. Vernon Center.

Chase Brexton Health Care will be-
gin seeing patients at the new Mt. Vernon 
Center on Monday, September 16.” It will 
serve as the organization’s primary care 
site in Baltimore City, as well as the ad-
ministrative headquarters for Chase Brex-
ton Health Care, which has clinics serv-
ing patients in Randallstown, Columbia, 
Easton and at the Maryland Institute Col-
lege of Art.” The new building, the historic 
Monumental Life Building, will be officially 
opened at a ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
September 26. t

‘Wall of Courage’ un-
veiled at new Charles 
Street location
More than 75 friends 
and family remembered 
loved ones who died of 
HIV/AIDS during a can-
dlelight procession last 
night as Chase Brexton 
Health Care moved the 
organization’s “Wall of 
Courage” from its cur-
rent location to its new 
location at 1111 North Charles Street. 

Starting in the early years of the AIDS 
crisis, tiles to memorialize those who lost 
their ght with the disease were mounted in 
the lobby of Chase Brexton Health Care’s 
agship building in Mt. Vernon. The orga-

nization is now a federally quali ed health 
center, serving more than 25,000 patients 
each year. 

At a brief ceremony following the can-
dlelight march through Mt. Vernon, Chase 
Brexton Health Care CEO Richard Larison 
unveiled the new Wall of Courage, saying 
“We are honoring our past and those heroes 
who came before us who had the vision of 

At the ʻWall of Courageʼ

Chase Brexton Holds Candlelight Procession 

ages program at Equalitymaryland.org/up-
loads/5117/original/DrinkPlan.pdf

If interested in making the Equal-
ity Cruise a family vacation, visit equality-
maryland.org/uploads/5118/original/equal-
ity_kids.pdf to find out more information for 
Equality Kids.

Friends and family members are en-
couraged. Contact Vanessa Bowling, 
Equality Maryland’s Office Manager if 
you would like information on sailing with 
children or with more than two people in 
your room. She can be reached at 410-
685-6567 or vanessa@equalitymaryland.
org. She will provide payment options after 
completing a paper or electronic registra-
tion form. t

A cruise that will include local 
and national Equality Mary-
land supporters and staff 
will take place January 12 
to 19, 2014. The organizers 
are inviting the public to set 
sail for seven nights of relax-
ation – or choose to partake 
in the constant Caribbean 
style party – while making 
new friends surrounded by 
all-you-can-eat buffets and 
events. Surprises are in 
store for all Equality Cruise 
passengers.

This cruise vacation be-
gins at the Port of Baltimore on the Carni-
val Pride. The Pride boasts a full casino, 
Broadway style theatre, resort style pools, 
an adults only pool, numerous bars and 
lounges, a 72-foot water slide, a spa and 
fitness center, youth designated areas and 
activities, and more. The vacation starts 
with two days at sea before making stops 
in Port Canaveral (Orlando), Florida and 
Nassau and Freeport, Bahamas before re-
turning to Baltimore.

Prices start at $537 per person (based 
on double occupancy) and a $50 refund-
able deposit is required to hold you space 
on the trip.

To make this cruise vacation all-in-
clusive, visit the Cheers! alcoholic bever-

Carnival Pride

Cruising with Equality Maryland to the Bahamas
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cle of George W. Bush’s campaign for the 
presidency, and he was the co-author of A 
Gospel of Shame: Children, Sexual Abuse 
and the Catholic Church (1993).

Bruni earned a B.A. degree (Phi Beta 
Kappa) from the University of North Caroli-
na, Chapel Hill, where he was a Morehead 

scholar, in 1986. 
He received an M.S. degree in jour-

nalism, with highest honors, from the 
Columbia University Graduate School of 
Journalism in 1988, graduating second in 
his class and winning a Pulitzer Traveling 
Fellowship.

The Jane and Robert Meyerhoff Visit-
ing Professorship was created to bring dis-
tinguished scholars, teachers, and practi-
tioners to Goucher’s campus to advance 
local and national dialogues on pressing 
issues of our time. 

Previous speakers have included Do-
ris Kearns Goodwin, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
American biographer; Cory Booker, mayor 
of Newark, New Jersey; Jane Goodall, Brit-
ish primatologist, ethologist, and anthro-
pologist; staunch preservation advocate 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.; Thomas L. Fried-
man, the three-time Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist and world-renowned author; and 
the late Dr. Wangari Muta Maathai, the 
Kenyan environmental and political activ-
ist who, in 2004, became the first African 
woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize.

Tickets are $10 general admission. Visit 
Goucher.edu/tickets or call 410-337-6333. t

Frank Bruni, New York Timesʼs first openly 
gay op-ed columnist, will speak about the 
recent shift in public sentiment on gay mar-
riage in America. The event takes place on 
September 30 at 8 p.m. at Goucher Col-
lege Kraushaar Auditorium, 1021 Dulaney 
Valley Road, Towson, Maryland.

Bruni, Goucher’s fall 2013 Robert and 
Jane Meyerhoff Visiting Professor, has 
been an op-ed columnist for the New York 
Times since June, 2011. He joined the pa-
per in 1995, first working for the metropoli-
tan desk. He and three colleagues won the 
George Polk Award that year for coverage 
of the child-abuse death of Elisa Izquierdo.

He later moved to the Washington bu-
reau, covering Congress and George W. 
Bush’s presidential campaign and first 
year in office. He left Washington to serve 
as the Rome bureau chief from 2002 to 
2004 and then became as the Times’s 
chief restaurant critic from 2004 to 2009.

Bruni has consistently contributed to 
The Times’s Sunday magazine, and dur-
ing two periods – most recently from 2009 
to 2011 – he was one of its staff writers. 
For the magazine he has profiled an array 
of prominent politicians and entertainers, 
including Hillary Clinton and J.J. Abrams. 
His work has also frequently appeared in 
the newspaper’s Travel, Arts & Leisure, 
and Book Review sections. From 2010 to 
2011, he additionally wrote a column on 
bars and drinking, called “The Tipsy Dia-
ries.”

Bruni came to The Times from the De-
troit Free Press, where he wrote a profile 
of a convicted child molester that was a 
finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in feature writ-
ing.

He has also written two New York Times 
best sellers: a memoir, Born Round (2009), 
and Ambling Into History (2003), a chroni-

NY Times Columnist to 
Discuss Same-Sex Marriage

Frank Bruni

minor injuries.
The accident, according to Neiser, result-

ed in broken windows, damage to the pub’s 
vestibule as well as damage to the exterior in-

cluding the patio, planters, tables and chairs.   
There was also damage from the spilled paint.  
Insurance adjusters immediately began the 
task of having the area cleaned up.  There was 
no cost estimate of the damage at press time.

On Grand Central’s Facebook page, 
management assured continuity and resil-
iency by maintaining regular hours the next 
day.  “Due to the vestibule being damaged we 
will be using the side disco doors as the main 
entrance for the time being. We would like to 
thank the community for all of your support 
and well wishes.” t

CAR SLAMS INTO 
GRAND CENTRAL

– continued from page 1 

The scene at Grand Central

Westminster- 

Carroll County

Chapter

Parents, Families, and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays

www.pflagwcc.org
MOVING EQUALITY FORWARD 

Call us at 410-861-0488

“It sounded like an 
explosion,” said Larry 
Neiser, Grand Central’s 

operation manager.
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ily Forum, Hawaii Christian Coalition, and 
Concerned Women for America in Hawaii 
pledged to throw all their resources into 
the fight against the marriage bill. (Seattle 
Gay News – Mike Andrew at Sgn.org)

Bar patron attacked 
by large group of 
youths

Cleveland, Ohio  –  Nine years ago, 
Jared Fox accepted GLSEN Northeast 
Ohio’s award for the activist organization of 
the year for his group Helping Alternative Life-
styles of Others at James Ford Rhodes High 
School. Last weekend, he and other people 
were targeted by a group of up to 20 youths, 
who attacked them as they were on their way 
to Cocktails. 

It was just before midnight on August 31 
when Fox parked his car and was walking 
to the bar on Detroit Avenue at West 93rd 
Street. He saw the youths, who started asking 
him if he had any money or valuables. When 
he told them he was broke, one of them said, 
“Oh, you’re one of those broke faggots,” and 
started beating him, leaving him with a black 
eye, a ruptured eardrum and multiple contu-
sions. They made off with his cell phone. Just 
before that, they had apparently attacked an-
other person two blocks away, and the call 
from that assault was the rst of four that po-
lice received. That rst call came at 11:53 pm, 
and police were there by 12:07 am, but the 
suspects had ed.

Police are calling the incident a hate 
crime. Fox, in a YouTube video, says that 
Cocktails staff told him the young men had 
been gathered outside the bar for up to an 
hour before the incident, and bartenders had 
called police earlier, but they did not come 
until after Fox was attacked. Cocktails has 
numerous security cameras, and some of 
the suspects have been caught on camera. 
Anyone with information about the attacks are 
asked to call the First District of the Cleveland 
Police Department at 216-6235118, or anon-

all prisoners, and whether prisoners should 
receive health care,” said Mara Keisling, 
the executive director of the National Cen-
ter for Transgender Equality. “The media 
has focused particularly on whether Pri-
vate Manning will be permitted to access 
transition-related health care, and the 
Army has already released a statement 
saying that it will deny her access to health 
care treatments that are widely recognized 
as effective and appropriate for transgen-
der people who medically transition.” (Gay 
People’s Chronicle – Anthony Glassman at 
Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

President Obama 
meets with Russian 
rights activist

St. Petersburg, Russia – As reported 
by Associated Press, before leaving for 
home after the Group of 20 summit, Presi-
dent Barack Obama sat down with Rus-
sian civil society activists that included gay 
rights activist to assure them that he would 
keep pressing Moscow to respect human 
rights, some of the activists said. But 
Obama also explained to them why this 
wasn’t always possible. “He was telling us 
how difficult it is for him to raise these is-
sues, especially in relations with Russia 
and China,” said Pavel Chikov, who heads 
Agors, a legal aid nongovernmental orga-
nization. The meeting lasted 90 minutes.

Yana Yakovleva, head of business 
advocacy group Business Solidarity, de-
scribed the meeting with Obama as “open 
and sincere.” Obama told them that the 
U.S. administration has to think carefully 
before poking the Russians, she said. 
“His main message was that there’s a lot 
of differences between the two great pow-
ers, and that while deciding which issue 
to raise they have to weigh carefully the 
impact it may have on relations on the 
whole,” Yakovleva said. 

The meeting was held several hours 
after two dozen of gay activists rallied in 
St. Petersburg to protest Russia’s new law 

banning gay propaganda, which prompted 
some activists to call for the boycott of the 
2014 Winter Games in Sochi. Igor Kochet-
kov, the head of LGBT Network, who took 
part in the protest and also attended the 
meeting with Obama, said the activists 
pushed him to be more outspoken in his 
criticism of the rights situation in Russia. 
“We asked him to be more open while as-
sessing the human rights situation in other 
countries, including Russia,” Kochetkov 
said.” (Bay Windows and Associated Press 
– Nataliya Vasilyeva at Baywindows.com)

Hawaii Gov calls 
special session for 
marriage equality

Honolulu, Hawaii - Hawaii’s governor, 
Neil Abercrombie, said on September 9 
that he will call his state’s legislature into 
special session to act on a bill legalizing 
same-sex marriage. The session will begin 
October 28. If legislators move quickly and 
efficiently, Abercrombie said, they could 
pass a bill in four or five days. According 
to state Attorney General David Louie, Ha-
waii could begin issuing licenses and con-
ducting wedding ceremonies as early as 
November 18. 

The bill is the culmination of 20 years 
of discussion, Abercrombie told reporters 
during a news conference at the Hawaii 
State Capitol Building in Honolulu. “Every 
variation on a view with regard to the is-
sue of marriage and equitable treatment 
for those engaged in marriage has been 
aired, has been analyzed, has been dis-
cussed,” Abercrombie said. “No one has 
been left out or has been marginalized in 
the process to this point.” The bill contains 
a generous religious exemption, in hopes 
of neutralizing - or at least minimizing - ob-
jections from faith institutions. 

Abercrombie said he wanted to call a 
special session, rather than allow legis-
lators to consider the issue in their next 
regular session in 2014, in part because of 
implications on taxes for this year. “There 
are serious, deep and wide-ranging conse-
quences,” Abercrombie said. He has been 
considering a special session since the 
Supreme Court DOMA rulings. He said he 
could not be certain until the votes come, 
but he believes the bill has enough sup-
port to pass, but not without the religious 
exemption. Opponents of equality are also 
preparing for the special session. Catho-
lic Bishop Larry Silva of Honolulu sent an 
urgent appeal to parishioners to speak 
to lawmakers, while the Hawaii Fam-

Manning denied 
hormone therapy in 
military prison

Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas  –  Chel-
sea Manning, the soldier formerly known 
as Bradley Manning who was convicted on 
20 charges related to giving hundreds of 

thousands of clas-
sified documents 
to WikiLeaks, will 
not be allowed to 
transition during 
her 35-year sen-
tence. Manning, 
25, was sentenced 
to 35 years in 

military prison after being convicted of all 
charges except aiding the enemy. Support-
ers note that the diplomatic cables and mil-
itary documents she leaked led to the Arab 
Spring that toppled a number of totalitarian 
regimes in the Middle East. 

After being convicted on July 30, she 
announced through her attorney on August 
22 that she was a woman and was go-
ing to live as Chelsea Elizabeth Manning. 
However, military policy bars service by 
transgender soldiers, and Manning’s dis-
honorable discharge won’t take effect un-
til after her sentence is served. She could 
be eligible for parole in 2021. The military 
also does not allow hormone therapy in Ft. 
Leavenworth, which has an all-male deten-
tion center. Wigs and brassieres are also 
barred from the facility. Manning was diag-
nosed with gender dysphoria while serving 
in Iraq in 2010. Federal prisons for civilians 
are required to provide treatment for gen-
der dysphoric prisoners, whether medical 
or psychological.

“...[Private Manning’s] transition high-
lights the larger topics of respectful treat-
ment of transgender people, protection for 

compiled by Jim Becker

BEYOND THE BELTWAY

President Obama

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
ni cantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.

Chelsea Manning

Hawaii Governor Neil Abercrombie
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ymously to Crime Stoppers at 216-2527463. 
(Gay People’s Chronicle – Anthony Glass-
man at Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

End of DOMA allows 
Vermont offer green 
cards

Montpelier, Vermont – Associated Press 
reports that two same-sex married couples in 
Vermont are celebrating their new immigra-
tion status after a U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
cleared the way for the foreign-born spouse 
in each to gain legal residency in the country. 
“It is so amazing the position we are in today,” 
said Peru-born Christian Pinillos, who got his 
green card from U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services this past week. “Sometimes 
I feel like we’re living in a dream. We’ve been 
waiting so long for this. It’s been eight years 
we’ve been together.” 

Pinillos and his spouse, Jason Kirchick, 
of Stowe, and Japan-born Takako Ueda and 
Frances Herbert, of Dummerston, were in-
terviewed in August at the St. Albans of ce 
of CIS, and both couples were given strong 
indications they would be approved to live in 
the United States as binational married cou-
ples. The decisions came about two months 
after the U.S. Supreme Court struck down the 
section of the Defense of Marriage Act that 
denied federal bene ts to same-sex spouses. 

Hailing the development were Vermont’s 
U.S. senators and lone congressman. Demo-
cratic Sen. Patrick Leahy was in the forefront 
of the ght, introducing his Uniting Ameri-
can Families Act to change federal policy on 
same-sex binational couples every year since 
2003. Those efforts always were unsuccess-
ful, including earlier this year, when he tried to 
include his legislation in a comprehensive im-
migration reform bill as it moved through the 
Senate. Leahy, chairman of the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, withdrew the measure in 
frustration after he failed to garner support for 
it from his fellow majority Democrats. Leahy 
called the news that Ueda and Pinillos had 
been given the green light to remain in the 
country “a joyful and long-awaited moment for 
these couples.” In a statement issued by his 
of ce, he said, “I know from years of working 
with them about the hardship and worry that 
has been part of their everyday lives. I share 
the great happiness they feel today. “Of cials 
with CIS said they couldn’t say how many 
same-sex binational couples had received 
green cards since the June decision since the 
form couples ll out to sponsor their spouses 
makes no such designation. (Bay Windows 
and The Associated Press – Dave Gram at 
Baywindows.com)

Mama José, gay icon 
and pioneer 
laid to rest

San Francisco, California  –  On Sep-
tember 6, José Julio Sarria - Mama José, as 
fondly referred to by her courtiers - was laid 
to rest next to her beloved, Joshua Norton, 
Emperor I of the United States and Protector 
of Mexico, at Woodlawn Cemetery in Colma, 
near San Francisco. Her tombstone is in-
scribed, “United we stand; divided, they will 
catch us one by one.” Mama José was also 
known as Her Majesty Absolute Empress I 
of San Francisco and was the founder of the 

International Court System, one of the larg-
est LGBT organizations spanning the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico. The Tavern 
Guild, one of the early homophile organi-
zations she founded, wanted to name her 
Queen of San Francisco at the 1964 Beaux 
Arts Ball, but she proclaimed, “I’m already a 
queen!” Thus she became the rst Empress 
- José I, The Widow Norton - a reference to 
San Francisco’s celebrated and colorful citi-
zen, Joshua Norton, in the 1800s. Mama José 
was equally illustrious herself if not more. And 
indeed she was more. 

José was the rst openly gay man ever 
to run for public of ce in US history when he 
ran for San Franciscos Board of Supervisors 
in 1961. Although he garnered 6,000 votes, 
he placed ninth of 34 candidates. There were 
ve open seats at the time. Harvey Milk later 

won that seat in 1977. It is no surprise that 
Mama José’s successor, Empress Nicole the 
Great de San Diego, Queen Mother of the 
Americas, Executive Director of the Inter-
national Court Council, is a San Diego City 
Commissioner following Mama José’s politi-
cal footsteps. Recently, California State Sen-
ator Mark Leno even named Empress Nicole 
as Mayor of Hillcrest. t (Seattle Gay News 
– Aleksa Manila at Sgn.org)
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THINKING OUTLOUD

BY VANN MILLHOUSE
It’s no secret that the African American com-
munity has a considerable amount of work 
to do regarding LGBTQ issues. On any giv-
en day in the black community lesbians are 
objecti ed an subjected to community sup-
ported blatant disrespectful sexual taunts 
and stares of disapproval and derogatory 
remarks. Gay men travel in groups for safety 
and are at high risk for as well as experi-
ence violent physical attacks and emascu-
lating comments. Bisexual individuals are 
marginalized and labeled as confused while 
queer folk of color are often unheard, even 
within the LGB group. Transgender women 
are murdered without recourse, used and 
discarded as their transgender brothers are 
simply a unseen and unaccounted for. 

Imagine what it feels like iden-
tifying with four out of those six 
groups? Deacon Michael Tens-
ley, once identi ed as a lesbian 
coupled with a brief, undis-
closed bisexual identity, only to 
realize his true identity and ori-
entation; an African-American 
transgender man who is gay. Mr. 
Tensley has graciously shared with us his 
journey of frustration, humiliation, hope, and 
love. As Deacon Tensley learned to navigate 
his new challenges as a black man, his jour-
ney has also led him to accept his orienta-
tion as gay; that placed a new cross to bear. 
In what follows, Mr. Tensley shares more of 
his story:

I questioned my masculinity just like 
cisgender (biological) males who realized 
they were gay. Actually, I would say I am 
even more critical of myself because I am 
transgender. At rst I could not stop think-
ing about how society and my community 
would respond to me. I had to do much soul 
searching because like everyone else, I had 
been miseducated to think that sexual ori-
entation and gender were the same. Once I 
re ected upon my true feelings and reached 
out to my support system my ability to inter-
nalize the concept that who I was attracted 
to did not have any bearing on my gender 
took rm root in my being. I was then able 
to freely say to myself and others, “There 
are gay and I am a transgender man who 
is attracted to men. I am gay!” This was my 
turning point and I felt less fearful of my 
journey. 

Eventually, I stopped pressuring myself 
to live up to the unrealistic expectations put 
forth by my community and society to “be 
the man,” which often meant not loving the 
same gender, thoughts ooded my mind. 
One question I certainly did not want to an-
swer was, “Why did you ‘become a man’ to 

be with men?” However, I was empowered 
with information to explain what I had al-
ways felt. Telling individuals that I have al-
ways been a man, although I was assigned 
female at birth, hence I did not transition 
to “become a man,” I have always been a 
male; this was very liberating.

 Rede ning the constructs of masculinity 
and sexuality in the African American com-
munity has been really challenging. Prior to 
coming out I de nitely played old tapes in 
my head, “Black men don’t do this...” and 
“Black men are…,” so I too, through the 
years embraced indirectly the belief that 
men, speci cally black men were to be hard 
and boxed into a restricted, disconnected 
way of life. I am learning the social cues 

and unspoken codes of black men 
as my community struggles with 

lesbian and gay persons, and 
have little if any understand-
ing of transgender people. I 
now must contend with be-
ing viewed as weak or less 
of a man because I am gay 
and/or a woman who “wants” 

to be a man, which creates a 
physical safety to include to be at a higher 
risk to contract HIV. A different world for me. 

My dating conversation has changed 
when dating to being upfront about past 
partners, practices and status. Lesbians 
have these conversations in passing and 
may not know another female who is posi-
tive versus same-gender loving African-
American men. Now I carry condoms at all 
times and I disclose who I am during the 
initial stages of getting to know someone. 
Many cisgender gay men, I nd, have not 
considered dating transgender men mainly 
due to lack of exposure and understanding. 
On the other hand, the culture of the gay 
community is not for the faint hearted and 
would tell any tranman to be sure of them-
selves. Some men will use the transgender 
identity to pressure you to have unprotect-
ed intercourse. Eager to feel accepted, or 
as a way to “prove” their masculinity, trans-
men must know that they are men no mat-
ter what anyone else feels.

Some people ask how did I know I was 
gay. My aha! moment was when I under-
stood my feelings for my rst boyfriend and 
without wanting or expecting too, had fallen 
for a man. To the guys who are struggling 
with their identity I say trust your heart and 
be honest with yourself rst. I know that I 
will have everything I want; a family, healthy 
love, Gods love and respect. I feel so much 
lighter now and have since fallen in love 
and it gets deeper everyday. The man of 
my life is Devon. t

REAL TRANS TALK: Triple Jeopardy

When I was a kid there was this joke: 
Q: Why does a reman wear red sus-

penders? 
A: To keep his pants up. 
Later I learned that suspenders were a 

perfectly reasonable and fashionable way to 
hold your pants up. But it did pose a ques-
tion to me when I would see people wear-
ing suspenders and a belt. I cannot recall 
ever hearing somebody say, “My suspend-
ers broke, thank goodness I was wear-
ing a belt as a backup.” Moreover I 
don’t think I ever saw a person who 
would refuse to go outside with only 
suspenders for fear of losing their 
pants. And those who might insist on 
both before leaving the house might 
have an issue if they had only one or 
the other. But this is exactly the situ-
ation we see today with employment 
rights for trans persons. 

In 2012 the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission (EEOC) 
in Macy v. Holder ruled that dis-
crimination in employment against 
trans persons is sex discrimination 
under Title VII of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act. That means this is the case in 
the entirety of the USA – everyplace – re-
gardless if it is in Nebraska, Nevada, or New 
York or whether there is a state or local stat-
ute or not. This decision by the commission-
ers was unanimous and included GOP ap-
pointees, indicating to me that this was not 
a partisan decision. Since then there have 
been a number of cases brought before the 
EEOC including from Maryland with respect 
to this matter and to my knowledge, all have 
been settled in favor of the trans person. 
For purposes of our discussion I am calling 
this decision our “suspenders.”

You might think this would be the big-
gest news in history for trans rights. And 
for my money you would be right. It should 
be! After all, Title VII sex discrimination is 
settled law with the Supreme Court in Price 
Waterhouse v. Hopkins (En.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Price_Waterhouse_v._Hopkins). And 
so there should be shouting from rooftops, 
victory parties, parades, and reworks in 
celebration. With our national LGBT rights 

organizations crowing from every podium, 
from every talking head on TV, posting in 
social media, and any venue they can, “It 
is no longer okay to discriminate against 
trans persons in the United States in em-
ployment!!” 

Alas no. That news is relegated and 
buried to pages and paragraphs deep in re-
ports, the nth slide in presentations, three or 
four clicks deep in websites, or quali ed into 
oblivion. Put another way, they have buried 
the lede. If you were a trans person seeking 
guidance as to how to le a claim or even 
that you have the right to do so, your search 
might come up at. Or worse, be told you 
do not have rights in your state or locality. 
And one has to ask, “Why are we not out 
educating our people, employment lawyers 
and human resources professionals about 
this?” I think I know why, and it has to do 
with a “belt” called ENDA.

The Employment Non Discrimination 
Act (ENDA) is up for consideration in 
the U.S. Senate. This time, unlike its 

stripped down 2007 predecessor, it in-
cludes not only gay and lesbian folk 
but trans folk too. In fact any gender 

non-conforming persons would be 
covered under Title VII. So what 
does ENDA add for trans persons? 

Little.
Here’s the problem. ENDA might 

indeed pass the Senate before the 
end of this year. And when it arrives in 
the house it will likely be DOA with the 
GOP. Meaning there is no real expec-
tation that it will make it through the 
house until there is a change in man-
agement there. That would likely not 

happen until January 2015, or 2017, or 
whenever. Maybe never. 

Our national leaders are not serving us 
in this matter. They are saying suspenders 
are not good enough to hold up your pants. 
You apparently need a belt and suspenders. 
They are not saying we have won a huge 
victory and should be enshrining it in cor-
porate handbooks and winning case after 
case. In fact, they are afraid that such cas-
es might nd rulings to the contrary. If that 
was the mindset in Marriage Equality where 
would that movement stand today?

The bottom line: We do not have to wait 
for ENDA to exercise our rights, we can do 
so today. And I for one would not be satis-
ed with a story that says, wait your turn, 

with a pat on the head. Ask that organiza-
tion that claims to represent you where they 
stand and what are they doing to promote 
the EEOC decision. If you get anything oth-
er than an enthusiastic “We are spreading 
the word and promoting it” then you should 
probably ask them why do we need a belt 
and suspenders? t

Suspenders 
and a Belt

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett
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yeah, the Orioles won that night, too.” Paul 
D. Sanders from Staten Island, NY encour-
aged Bernard to start a “gay” Orioles group 
page, similar to his G-Mets group and oth-
er gay team pages.

The first outing after the page was cre-
ated occurred on September 9 against 
the Yankees – the only win for the Orioles 
that series. Ten from GLoW attended the 
game. Though the Orioles’ chances for 
a 2013 post-season are sputtering, the 
group’s enthusiasm has not dimmed. The 
next GLoW game is September 24 vs. the 
Blue Jays. 

Nonetheless, it would be great if, say, 
the GLCCB organizes a team-sanctioned 
“LGBT Night Out with the Orioles” with 
high visibility and full ceremonies. I was 
told by a representative from the Orioles 
group tickets office, it would require a mini-
mum of 1,500 tickets sold. 

A tough challenge to be sure. But it’s 
high time that Baltimore joins the grow-
ing list of cities whose baseball teams 
hold such events. It doesn’t have to be the 
GLCCB doing the heavy lifting but they’re 
in a good position to make it happen. 

Baltimore should showcase its proud 
LGBT community with its big win on mar-
riage equality as well as its love for sports. 
Why not do so at Oriole Park at Camden 
Yards? t

ever” – who will get together for various 
Baltimore Orioles home games throughout 
the season. The page was launched by 
gay activist and Baltimore resident Mike 
Bernard.

“The idea for this group was inspired by 
a get together on July 12 when the Orioles 
played the Toronto Blue Jays,” Bernard 
explained. “We had so much fun together 
that we did not want to leave...and oh, 

The Washington Blade recently devoted a 
special issue on sports and how they re-
late to the LGBT community. It was guest-
edited by former Baltimore Ravens line-
backer and staunch gay rights advocate 
Brendon Ayanbadejo. The effort covered 
all the bases – literally – and provided ex-
cellent insight into how the sports environ-
ment is changing in a positive way towards 
acceptance of LGBT athletes.

Of course, no active gay male athlete 
has come out in the four major profession-
al team sports – baseball, football, bas-
ketball and hockey. The closest was NBA 
player Jason Collins, who came out last 
spring, but he’s a current free agent, and 
no team has yet to sign him. Others have 
come out after they had retired.

The biggest impediment, some theo-
rize, for the reluctance of gay players to 
come out while still playing is the expected 
media attention. I believe that would pose 
a problem but should vanish in short order 
as the novelty wears off. 

With most of these pro sports estab-
lishing anti-discrimination and anti-ha-
rassment policies, the feeling is that the 
athletes would accept a gay teammate. 
Some individual players and representa-
tives of management have vocally stated 
their support for a gay teammate with the 
point being made, if you can help the team 
win, that’s all that matters.

Unquestionably, there would be some 
negative reactions towards a gay player 
from fans, and it would not matter where 
it originates, defying conventional wisdom. 
For instance, there are plenty of homo-
phobes in New York City and Boston – two 
liberal strongholds – and solid support for 
LGBT rights in Atlanta and Dallas of the 
“red states” category. 

Prejudice against a potential openly 
gay professional athlete is less likely con-
sidering there is more general acceptance 
of LGBT people. This shift in attitudes, led 
by the younger generation and an increase 
in support from minorities, has culminated 
in significant LGBT political victories espe-
cially on the marriage front. It’s becoming 

less and less cool 
to outwardly dis-
play homophobia, 
and the perpetrator 
will likely be called 
out on it. 

Seizing upon 
this trend, many 
major league base-
ball teams have 
instituted “Nights 
Out at the Ball-
park” events to 
market to LGBT 
fans. Typically, 
the special night 
is announced on 
the stadium’s mes-
sage board, the 
national anthem is 
performed by an 
LGBT or LGBT-
friendly artist(s), and the ceremonial first 
pitch is tossed by a local representative of 
the community.

These LGBT events at major league 
ballparks have taken place over the years 
in such cities as San Francisco, Boston, 
Washington, San Diego, Philadelphia, New 
York, Chicago, Atlanta, St. Louis, and To-
ronto. The Los Angeles Dodgers has an-
nounced their first “gay night” to take place 
on September 27 that will feature a special 
guest performing with the Gay Men’s Cho-
rus of Los Angeles.

And the Seattle Mariners became the 
first major league team to fly a Pride flag 
at a major league stadium this past June. 
Rebecca Hale, Director of Public Infor-
mation for the Mariners, told Seattle Out 
& Proud, “We’re a part of this community. 
Our fans are a reflection of our community. 
We thought this was an appropriate ges-
ture on a day that is very meaningful to the 
LGBT community.”

These events are so successful that 
the Washington Nationals staged two 
Nights Out this year with each drawing 
over 2,000 LGBT fans in the group. But as 
one of the writers in the Blade sports issue 
correctly jabbed, Baltimore Orioles LGBT 
fans are still waiting.

As part of Pride festivities in June 
and serving as a modest fundraiser, the 
GLCCB through Facebook quickly assem-
bled a group of about 40 to see the Ori-
oles play the Angels. This was not a team-
sanctioned event as far more tickets would 
need to be sold and more time for planning 
and publicizing would have to take place. 
But it was done well and a good beginning.

Recently, a new Orioles fan page was 
formed on Facebook called “GLoW Ori-
oles Fans Games Group” (facebook.com/
groups/GLoW.OriolesGamesGroup). It 
consists of friends – “gay, lesbian, or who-

Out in the 
Stands

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

GLoW folks are looking to ll the section next year
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QUALITY OF LIFE

From ‘Maybe’ 
to ‘Yes’

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

As you may have guessed from the fact 
that I’ve been writing this column for nearly 
three years, I like to write. So, you may not 
be shocked that I’ve considered writing a 
book. 

After exploring creative writing for a 
few years in the late 80s, I settled in with 
the notion that my niche was nonfiction. As 
luck would have it, when I left computer 
technical writing, I ended up transitioning 
into a psychology-based career, which is 
tailor-made for writing nonfiction books. 

So, the stage was finally set for this 
former English major to reach my dream 
of becoming an author. The only problem 
was that I wasn’t exactly sure what to write 
about. I knew it should be about “helping 
people,” but that’s a bit broad. Once 
I’d figured out exxxxx-actly 
what I wanted to say, I’d get 
right to it and write that book.

Well, a decade had gone 
by since then, and I’d gotten no 
closer to nailing down a book top-
ic. Until recently, that is!

Being in my early 50s and living with 
a husband who nudges me in all sorts of 
wonderful and loving ways, it occurred to 
me that time is a-ticking. If another decade 
goes by, retirement might look better than 
starting a major project like writing a book.

So, for the past four or five months, I’ve 
been getting ready to take action. The hus-
band researched ways to self-publish and 
to create e-books. I did some “free writing” 
to kick around some ideas. However, the 
big breakthrough happened approximately 
a month ago when I somehow managed 
to flip my internal emotional switch from 
“Maybe” to “Yes.” 

Once I flipped that switch in my mind, 
it’s been remarkable how rapidly my think-
ing has evolved. For a decade, I’d re-
mained clueless about a book topic; now, 
chapter ideas were pouring forth. Not all 
of these ideas are good; however, I know 
from my days as a technical writer that, 
sometimes, you have to write that bad first 
draft to get to the excellent fifth draft.

In addition to tapping into this well-

spring of ideas for my book, ideas for blog 
postings were pouring forth as well. I used 
to average an idea or two a week for es-
says; one day last week, I recorded half a 
dozen ideas.

There was something about switching 
from “maybe someday” to “yes, now!” that 
led to an energetic outburst of creativity. 

This story of getting unstuck reminded 
me of a few life & career coaching clients I 
worked with years ago who struggled with 
this process. With both of these clients, 
I’d tried a number of coaching methods to 
reduce procrastination and to improve mo-
tivation. However, both these clients were 
masters at digging in their heels and re-
sisting change. 

I don’t normally go right to the simplis-
tic “write it down” methods used by other 
life coaches, but I thought it best to go 
there in these cases. I asked one to write 
a one-week schedule indicating two-hour 
chunks of time that he’d use to declutter 
his house. I told him that he could plan 
work for one day, two days, seven days, 
whatever; I asked him to create a plan that 
felt comfortable and do-able for him. 

As for my other client, I asked her to 
make a two-week schedule indicating two-
h o u r chunks of time that she’d study 

for an expensive, high-stakes 
exam she’d failed twice before. 
After some discussion, I found 
out that she was hesitant to 
schedule work, because she 
didn’t want to feel like a fail-

ure if she didn’t follow through and 
actually study. I told her, “No problem!” I 
said that the only goal was to make a 
schedule, that she could view it as a “sug-
gestion,” and that it was perfectly okay not 
to follow through at all…just get the sched-
ule done. We’d work on follow-through 
later.

As you may have guessed already, 
neither client completed the task. Their 
switches were set to “Maybe” or “Later” 
or “When I Feel Like It” or “Only If Oth-
ers Approve” or “Only When I’m Sure I’ll 
Succeed.” They hadn’t been able to get to 
“Yes, Now!” 

If they had completed the schedule and 
followed through on one half, one third, or 
one fifth of the tasks, they would have felt 
better immediately, and it would have been 
a huge improvement on doing nothing.

If you flip the switch and say you’ll do 
it, then the motivation and creative inspira-
tion will follow. Action creates ideas and 
positive feelings. Don’t put the cart before 
the horse: don’t languish in Maybe. Say 
Yes instead! t

Read more at BaltimoreLifeCoachGer-
ry.com
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Dear Dr. Eva, 
I have two cats that live strictly indoors. 

I adopted the second one a few months 
ago from an animal rescue group. They 
certified him as flea-free. When I noticed 
a flea (count it, just one flea) on him, I got 
both cats flea collars. This was in May. In 
June, they both started scratching and I 
took them to the vet. The vet should know 
what to do, right? She used a special comb 
and found fleas on both of them. She rec-
ommended prescription 
flea baths, after which 
they were crabby but 
smelled delicious, like 
cinnamon. They each 
got one dose of an oral 
anti-flea medicine, then 
an external anti-flea 
medicine on the neck 
every month. It wasn’t 
cheap. We had a quiet 
couple of months and 
now, in August, we have this explosion of 
fleas and I mean bad. They are on both 
cats, they are in my bed, I am covered 
with bites, I can see them hopping in the 
carpets, this is crazy, I’ve never seen any-
thing like it! One of my neighbors-but not 
right next door- is having the same type of 
outbreak. I’ve called an exterminator and 
they’ll be coming next week.

I called the vet for an explanation, 
but she just said, “Sometimes it happens 
like that.” Can you give me some insight? 
Are fleas becoming resistant to the usual 
ea poisons? Are they now able to live on 

people and in carpets, not just on cats and 
dogs?

Itchy and Appalled

Dear Itchy,
My cats and I send our sympathies to 

you and your cats, and hope your itchy suf-
fering will be over soon. This topic is a little 
outside the training of a people doctor, so I 
did some research and talked with two vets. 

In some areas, eas have become resistant 
to pyrethroids such as permethrin, however 
this is an older insecticide which is rarely 
used alone now. They remain susceptible 
to the many other ea pesticides in use.

To understand the problems with con-
trolling eas, you have to know that eas 
have a complex life cycle with four 4 body 
forms: the egg, the larva, the pupa, and 
the ea. In any ea population, such as the 
population in your house, about 50% are 
in egg form, 45% in pupa and larva form, 
and only 5% in ea form. Only the ea form 
bites. Historically, the medical signi cance 
of eas is that they can pick up bacteria and 
parasites when biting a person and transmit 
them to another person, passing on diseas-
es such as tapeworms and bubonic plague. 

All four forms in the ea life cycle live 
mainly on the skin of fur-bearing mammals, 
but all forms also fall off the skin easily and 
continue to live for many days (or months, 
on the case of eggs) in carpet or any other 
warm place. Flea eggs and other forms do 
not live inside animals, such as inside the 
intestinal tract. Animals and humans are 
not exposed to eas through animal waste. 
Although they visit brie y to bite, eas do 

not live on the skin of 
humans. Even the fuzz-
iest of us do not qualify 
as fur-bearing. Anti- ea 
chemicals kill one of 
more of the four forms. 
Many chemicals kill the 
eas and the eggs, but 

do not kill the larvae or 
the pupae.

An increase in 
temperature or humid-

ity, or mechanical pressure from walking 
or vacuuming, stimulates eggs and pupae 
to develop into eas, which then begin to 
jump (they have no wings and do not y) 
and search for a blood meal. After the blood 
meal, they mate, lay eggs, have some more 
blood, lay some more eggs, and before you 
know it, you have an epidemic. Female 
eas lay about 50 eggs a day and live for 

40 days.
Be aware that eas may be living in 

your yard until the weather freezes, so even 
after you have cleared your house, eas 
may be reintroduced when you and your 
animals go outside. Monthly application of 
anti- ea medication to the cats (and dogs, 
if any) and vacuuming every couple of days 
to keep the egg population down will help 
prevent another outbreak. Once the tem-
perature drops below freezing, ea season 
is over for the year. t

Eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physician. 
Send your comments and questions to her by 
email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.com.

Fleas: A
Persistent 

Problem

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

QUALITY OF LIFE

BY NICOLE BETTIS
Since I’m rather feminine (with regards 
to my attire, hair, nails, etc.) my sexuality 
is a bit ambiguous and because of that, 
I have the privilege of overhearing some 
of the most nonsensical, anti-gay notions 
that you could ever imagine. A few weeks 
ago, I was on the light rail coming into the 
city, and the conversation from two elderly 
gentlemen caught my attention. At first, I 
couldn’t make out exactly what they were 
saying but their outraged tones got my at-
tention and prompted me to keep listening. 

After a few moments, out of the angry 
mutter I heard, “Goddamned dykes!” It 
was then that I realized that this was not
a conversation I was in the 
mood to hear. So, I popped 
my ear buds in and tried to 
ignore them but it seemed 
like the more I attempted 
to drown them out, the 
louder (and clearer) their 
voices became. 

One particular point 
that they seemed to heav-
ily agree on and the one 
point that annoyed me the 
most was the fact that, 
gay women are incapable 
of properly raising chil-
dren. It seemed as if the 
statement pierced straight 
through my music and 
boomed inside my head. 
“Lesbians can’t possibly 
raise mentally healthy 
children. They’re damag-
ing and confusing them by 
simply showing each other 
affection, the poor kids will 
grow up thinking that ho-
mosexuality is okay.” 

Now, I’m no family/relationship expert 
by far but I believe that children who pe-
riodically witness their parents, gay or 
straight, showing appropriate affection for 
each other is completely acceptable and 
healthy. In so far as the children growing 
up thinking that homosexuality is okay, I’m 
perfectly fine with that because… it is okay 
(maybe once people figure this out there 
will be a lot less teenage suicides, bullying, 
and ostracizing based on homosexuality). 
Moreover, thinking or believing that there 
is absolutely nothing wrong with being gay 
doesn’t make a person mentally unhealthy, 
it makes him an open-minded, rational, un-
prejudiced human being.

I always thought that parenting was ul-
timately about loving, providing for, teach-

ing, and encouraging a child thus, giving 
him/her the primary tools necessary to be-
come a happy, healthy, productive member 
of society. I have yet to learn of a lucid, fit 
mother (gay or straight), not being able or 
at least willing, to provide these things. In 
fact, women are innate nurturers. We are 
almost, incapable of planting a seed and 
simply watching it grow. We can’t help but 
to aid in its development – we must churn 
the soil, smooth the gravel, and provide 
the very necessary sunshine. 

No one tries to publicly discredit or ac-
cuse hetero-parents, who occasionally ar-
gue and/or fight in front of their children of 
confusing them. Yet, lesbian/gay parents 

are discredited and 
accused for display-
ing love in front of 
their children. In my 
opinion, that’s con-
fusing. I mean, wonʼt 
the children that wit-
ness the violence and 
aggression grow up 
thinking that itʼs ac-
ceptable?

My point is, there 
are no perfect par-
ents; we all just do the 
best that we can and 
being lesbian doesn’t 
in any way disqualify 
women from applying 
for the position. Let’s 
face it, there are chil-
dren who come from 
two-parent, hetero, 
white collar families 
that turn into addicts, 
have mental illnesses, 
and/or just have the 
tendency to make very 

poor decisions. 
For example, look at Molly Cyrus’ VMA 

performance. Things like this just happen, 
and it’s not necessarily the parents fault. 
Also, there are quite a few people that grow 
up in single-parent homes (most often with a 
mom) that turn out pretty good, me included. 

Being a family is about giving uncon-
ditional love and support, and just like in-
dividual people, families come in different 
sorts, sizes and shades. Members can differ 
in cultural background, belief systems, and/
or basic physical characteristics. But as long 
as each individual is taught from infancy 
that respect, tolerance and impartiality are 
extremely bene cial character traits, I think 
that they’ll have just as good a chance as 
any to thrive in this “melting pot” of ours. t

Family Bow Ties

Overheard on 
the light rail: 

“Lesbians can’t 
possibly raise 

mentally healthy 
children. They’re 
damaging and 

confusing them by 
simply showing 

each other 
affection. The poor 

kids will grow 
up thinking that 
homosexuality is 

okay.”
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Grace United Methodist Church 
5407 N. Charles St at Northern Parkway

 

Join us each Sunday for worship at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
Your children and youth are welcomed to participate in our 

Children’s Church School
Cribbery through age four 8:30 a.m.Cribbery through age four 8:30 a.m.

Youth at 9:00 a.m.   
Cribbery through grade five at 10 a.m.

September 28th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on the grounds 
for our Fall Harvest Festival

410-433-6650
 www.graceunitedmethodist.org

St. St. Johns United Methodist Church 
2640 St. Paul St.

Join us each Sunday for worship at 11:30 a.m. 
We will also be filling weekend back packs of food for homeless 

children at Margaret Brent Elementary School
 410-366-7733

www.stjohnsbaltimore.org 

Reconciling and Welcoming Congregations
Two Churches in Cooperative Ministry

READERSʼ FEEDBACK

To the Editor:
Douglas Chay’s column last issue, “The 

Role of Masturbation in Relationships” (La-
bor of Love, September 4, 2013] had some 
worthwhile information and advice.  How-
ever, overall you present masturbation as 
a substitute for sex with a partner.  It can 
be, but in my experience, jerking off is a 
pleasure in and of itself... not a substitute 
for something else.

I’m 70 years old and have not only 
read about masturbation over the years, 
but have conducted my own “research.”
Wankin’, for guys at least, is not always a 
substitute or alternative to sex with a part-
ner.  In fact, it is usually just another form 
of enjoyable sex.  You are certainly familiar 
with the scientific research on masturba-
tion à la Kinsey, Masters and Johnson, etc.
Most guys (and a lot of women, I suspect) 
wank just because it feels good, not be-
cause they aren’t getting enough from their 
partner.  If you, yourself are partnered and 

don’t wank, you are a rare exception.  All of 
the guys I have surveyed, gay and straight, 
wank but not as a substitute for something 
else.  We guys even like to talk about jerk-
ing off and when we do, it’s never “I’m not 
gettin’ enough so I wank in the shower 
so my wife / bf / etc. doesn’t know.”  It’s 
just fun.  It just feels good.  My best bud, 
a straight guy, has a really robust sex life 
with his wife.  I had a really hot and very 
satisfying sex life with my former partner of 
25 years.  Yet, we all wank, too!

You do a disservice to people when 
you, as a professional and public writer, 
give people the idea that masturbation is 
some kind of alternative to a frustrated sex 
life with one’s partner.  It would lead the 
less informed to think that if they are jerk-
ing off, there must be something wrong 
with the sex they have with their partner.

Really, dude, you have to correct that.
Sincerely,

Bob Marino

Masturbation and 
Relatioships

Celebrate the diversity of 
Baltimore’s GLBTQ community

with a unique songwriting project.

October 11, 2013 at 7:30 pm

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts
410.685.1130  |  emmanueldowntown.org
Cathedral & Read Streets, Downtown Baltimore

Thank you for reading my Baltimore 
OUTloud column. I’m especially grateful 
to readers like you who take the time to 
share their experiences and opinions. I can 
empathize with the emotions you express. 
However, I didn’t write the article you de-
scribe.

In “The Role of Masturbation in Rela-
tionships,” I referenced masturbation as a 
self-care activity. I didn’t suggest that the 
act of masturbating outside the presence 
of the partner indicates “there must be 
something wrong with the sex they have 
with their partner.”

I encouraged couples to consider add-
ing masturbation to their repertoire of 
sexual behaviors. I didn’t present it as a 

substitute for sex with a partner. 
I described it as an experiment and I 

advised readers, if they choose to try it, to 
do so “in a way that respects both of your 
needs and comfort levels.” I didn’t describe 
it as a cure-all.

If the resolution to sexual conflict was 
as simple as masturbating, I imagine that 
the collective sighs of afterglow emanating 
from bedrooms everywhere would drown 
out the roar of downtown Baltimore traffic.

I welcome and encourage opinions, 
suggestions, constructive criticism, and 
ruminations from all readers. This column 
belongs to you. I truly consider it a privi-
lege to write for the community to which I 
belong. t

Douglas Chay replies...
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LIVELY ARTS // OUT ON STAGE

not overpowering them. And, as mentioned previously, 
they contributed some comical moments.

There is only one set, designed splendidly by Neil Pa-
tel – an ornate hall that has a heavy deco accent and mar-
ble floors – popular in 1920s and 1930s mansions. This 
was enhanced by the lighting design by Mark McCullough 
casting pastel hues depending on the musical number.

Except for Nelson, the veteran cast is making their 
Center Stage debuts. They all seem comfortable and 
breezy in this off-the-wall musical comedy, under the me-
ticulous direction of BJ Jones, and they delivered spar-
kling performances. Backed up by a proficient creative 
team, all I can say is “Hooray for Center Stage and Animal 
Crackers,” a rip-roaring escape from normalcy. t

animal CraCkers runs through October 13 at Center 
Stage, 700 North Calvert Street, Baltimore. Running time: 
135 minutes with an intermission. Tickets start at $19 
and can be purchased by calling 410-332-0033 or visiting 
Centerstage.org. 

out the production and provokes much of the laughter. If 
this brand of physical slapstick did not work, the produc-
tion would be ineffective. However, it not only worked, it 
excelled. 

The sensational performance by Brad Aldous who 
plays the non-speaking Harpo Marx role as the near-per-
verted Professor, bumped into, tangled with and literally 
fell over other cast members with precise timing and coor-
dination. The female actors, in particular Catherine Smit-

ko, playing the Margaret Dumont comic 
foil to Groucho as Mrs. Rittehouse, are 
frequent targets of the Professor’s loopy, 
physical antics, and they are great.

Jonathan Brody in the Chico Marx 
role as Emmanuel Ravelli is equally profi-
cient in his impersonation skills. Blessed 
with great lines, he does so with flair and 
perfect timing with the Chico-Italian ac-
cent working exceptionally. Mr. Brody 
also demonstrates fine piano ability when 
those opportunities arise during the pro-
duction.

“Three Little Words” is a well-staged 
and executed tap dance number featuring 
Dina DiCostanzo as daughter Arabella 
Rittenhouse and John Scherer as Wally 
Winston, Arabella’s love interest and a 

high society gossip reporter for The Evening Traffic hunt-
ing for a breakthrough story. Both were excellent playing 
their characters.

Sean Blake, in the dual roles of Hives, the butler in the 
Rittenhouse mansion and Roscoe Chandler, a tycoon, is 
simply outstanding. Campy through and through, Blake’s 
performance hit the mark and solidifies the production. He 
also opens the second act with a spirited, comical number 
“Keep Your Undershirt On.” Other actors called upon to 
play multiple roles include Erin Kommor, Dina DiCostan-
zo, Sean Montgomery, and John Scherer, and they do so 
quite well. 

While comedy is the main ingredient in this romp, Kal-
mar and Ruby’s music should not be overlooked. “Why 
Am I So Romantic?” is a sweet duet featuring Erin Kom-
mor and Sean Montgomery. They ably team up again in 
“Watching the Clouds Roll By.” A crowd favorite is “Show 
Me a Rose,” a duet with Nelson and Smitko.

Another popular song is the hilarious “Four of the 
Three Musketeers” performed by Nelson, Brody, Mont-
gomery and yes, Aldous though not singing, neatly round-
ed out the four musketeers.

Then there is the production’s most familiar song 
“Hooray for Captain Spaulding” during the early moments 
of the show. A funny, shtick-laden number, gloriously per-
formed by the company with Nelson as a standout, the 
catchy melody is as familiar as the show and movie itself. 
It stuck to Groucho Marx like Velcro, and that theme song 
followed him around as his personal theme song during 
his days as a television personality beginning in 1950.

The six-piece on-stage orchestra led by Laura 
Bergquist did a fine job of backing the performances and 

BY STEVE CHARING
“It’s hard to overstate the genius of the Marx Brothers,” 
says Center Stage Artistic Director Kwame Kwei-Armah 
during rehearsals for Animal Crackers. “This is high-fly-
ing, laugh-a-minute lunacy at its best, and I can’t wait to 
see families and kids of all ages come together to enjoy 
this remarkable musical comedy.” 

He was right on the money. This one is a doozey that 
induces eye-tearing laughter from soup to nuts. Opening 
its 51st sea-
son, Cen-
ter Stage 
brought to 
its Pearl-
stone the-
ater stage 
the old Marx 
B r o t h e r s -
led mad-
cap musical 
comedy Ani-
mal Crack-
ers. The 
s e e m i n g l y 
t i m e l e s s 
p roduc t i on 
with music 
and lyrics by Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby and a book by 
George S. Kaufman and Morrie Ryskind opened in 1928 
towards the end of the vaudevillian era. When sound pic-
tures were gaining popularity, it was filmed as a movie in 
1930.

Veteran director BJ Jones stayed true to the movie 
and added a clever insertion of a few Baltimore referenc-
es sprinkled throughout as well as a few comic bits by the 
onstage musical conductor/piano player Laura Burgquist 
to keep the hometown audience smiling. Not that it need-
ed to as the entire production gave reason to smile and 
laugh, and laugh hard. 

The comic brilliance of the Marx brothers is well cap-
tured by the superb cast led by the Everyman Theatre’s 
resident actor Bruce Randolph Nelson who returns to 
Center Stage after his successful stint as the delirious 
and dying Edgar Allan Poe last year. Groucho Marx whose 
nutty character Captain Spaulding, a famous African ex-
plorer who visits the Rittenhouse mansion on Long Island 
where a madcap party honoring him unfolds during which 
paintings are stolen, Nelson, showcasing his stage versa-
tility with old-time vaudevillian comedic prowess, imper-
sonated Groucho and his attendant shtick to the delight 
of the audience.

He adroitly reproduces Groucho’s signature walk, 
dance moves, mannerisms and caustic retorts with near 
perfection. And combined with the costuming by David 
Burdick and the wig, glasses, fake eyebrows and mous-
tache, Nelson’s resemblance to Groucho is uncannily 
spot-on.

Also deserving much credit is Paul Kalina who direct-
ed the physical comedy components that unfolds through-

Hooray for Animal Crackers

The company of Animal Crackers
credit:  © Richard Anderson

AT CENTER STAGE

The Iron Crow Theatre Company will be presenting 
Apartment 213 at the Theatre Project, 45 West Pres-
ton Street, Baltimore. This original piece conceived, 
written and performed by Iron Crow founding member 
Joseph Ritsch, was chosen as one of Baltimore City 
Paperʼs “Top Ten Theatre Productions” of 2010. 

Apartment 213, directed by Stephen Nunns, ex-
amines the psyche of serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer who 
committed the rape, murder, and dismemberment of 17 
men and boys between 1978 and 1991 with many of 
his later murders also involving necrophilia, cannibal-
ism, and the permanent preservation of body parts – 
typically all or part of the skeletal structure.

The play officially opens on September 28 at 8 p.m. 
following a pay-what-you-can preview on September 
27. It will also run Thursday to Saturday, October 3-5 
at 8 p.m.; Sunday, October 6 – Free Fall Baltimore Per-
formance; and Wednesday to Saturday, October 9 – 12 
at 8 p.m.

In the summer of 1991, the hideous killing spree 
ended with the arrest and conviction of Dahmer, a re-
clusive Milwaukee chocolate factory worker. Apartment 
213 takes us into this infamous home via a dream-like 
world, where time and space have no boundaries: a 
world where light, sound, video, dance, song, and text 
collide to propel us inside the thoughts and emotions of 
a so-called “monster.”

For more information, visit Ironcrowtheatre.com, 
with tickets for sale at Ironcrowtheatre.tixato.com. t

Iron Crow Theatre to 
Present ‘Apartment 213’ 
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NOVEMBER 1& 3m  2013
Starring JILL GARDNER | DINYAR VANIA | ERIC OWENS | FRANÇOIS LOUP

Featuring THE BALTIMORE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA | Conducted by STEVEN WHITE | Directed by JAMES HARP
Sung in Italian with English surtitles

LYRIC OPERA BALTIMORE
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, JAMES HARP

Buy Tickets N
ow!

(410) 547-SEAT
(410) 900-1150Box Office (M-F 10am-4pm)

110 W. Mt. Royal Ave, Baltimore WWW.MODELL-LYRIC.COM

JAMES HARP

Exceed Your Expectations
Guill

PHOTOGRAPHY
&

VIDEO

www.guillphoto.com
guillphoto@comcast.net

410.486.6161

We are looking to add to our 
great writing staff for these 

topics and more! 

Are you interested in:
 Sports, Local News, Events or Restaurants
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AN INTERVIEW WITH 
JAY BRANNAN

– continued from page 1 

do appreciate it. They almost get more en-
joyment out of the fact that I’m butchering 
their language by giving it a shot. There’s 
a comical element to it. 

GS: Have you ever had the chance to 
meet Patty Griffin or Sinead OʼConnor, 
both of whom you cover on Around the 
World in 80 Jays?

JB: No, I haven’t. I have been Tweeted 
by Sinead O’Connor.

GS: With so much from which to 
choose when it comes to songs by 
Patty Griffin and Sinead OʼConnor, how 
did you go about selecting (OʼConnorʼs) 
“Black Boys On Mopeds” and (Griffinʼs) 
“Top of the World” for the EP?

JB: Sinead O’Connor is one of my ab-
solute favorites. I didn’t really become ac-
quainted with her until way after everybody 
else, maybe five years ago. I realized how 
incredible she is. Her repertoire is relative-
ly new to me and there are several songs 
that discovered that I wanted to sing and 
that was one of them. I like the simplicity of 
that song and the melody of it. The tone of 
her voice makes anything sound celestial. 
(“Top of the World”) is the second Patty 
Griffin song that I’ve done. I knew the Dixie 
Chicks version before I heard Patty’s. It’s 
a great song. It’s a newer cover I learned 
and I was into it at the time. Plus there’s 
the whole conceptual geographic element 
to the EP.

GS: Sinead OʼConnor, who had the 
biggest hit of her career with a cover of 
Princeʼs “Nothing Compares 2 U,” has 
also regularly included cover tunes in 
her set-lists. As a songwriter yourself, 
can you please say something about the 
role that other peopleʼs songs play in 
your creative life?

JB: Honestly, it took me a while to warm 
up to doing cover songs. When I rst started, 
I always wanted to be a musician, but there 
was a part of me that felt like it wouldn’t be 
authentic to have a career where you just 
sing other people’s songs. That’s why I 
didn’t pursue it until years later. I somehow 
found myself actually writing my own mate-
rial. It was so important for me to do origi-
nal songs. I’m kind of a slow writer and I like 
singing more than I do writing. So I started 
doing cover songs as a way to keep singing, 
because my writing didn’t really keep up with 
my singing and desire to make more videos 
and to perform. There are so many great 
songs out there that speak to you or sound 
great in your voice so they feel good pass-
ing through your vocal cords. There is also 
a certain level of self-consciousness or vul-
nerability that is stripped away. When you’re 
singing someone else’s song you know it’s a 
good song, you’re not evaluating it. You don’t 
have to perform it thinking, “I hate this song 
today. Or everyone’s thinking these words 
are so stupid.” None of that is an issue.

GS: Patty Grif n, on the other hand, 
has had her biggest hits with other peo-
pleʼs covers of her songs. Are you aware 
of other people covering your songs?

JB: [Laughs] De nitely not like Patty 
Grif n. I haven’t had any Top 40 Jay Bran-
nan covers. But yes, I’ve seen lots of cov-
ers on YouTube which has been surreal over 
the years. Very attering. A lot of people do 
“Soda Shop,” “Housewife.” Honestly, people 
have covered a lot of them. Which is amaz-
ing and surreal, to think that anybody had 
heard of my songs, let alone knows the 
words and wants to perform it on YouTube.

GS: What would it mean to you if a 
cover version of one of your songs be-
came a hit?

JB: It would be awesome, depending on 
who did it and how they did it. It could come 
out in a way that you feel good about, but it 
could also come out in a way that you feel 
betrayed. It could go either way, but I’m sure 
it would be pretty exciting.

GS: You mentioned writer/direc-
tor John Cameron Mitchell. Is there 
any chance that weʼll see you again on 
screen? 

JB: I hope so. I get to audition every now 
and then. I’ve been very lucky working con-
sistently in music since Shortbus came out. 
I’m constantly traveling and working on new 
projects musically, so I’m not around a lot to 
go on auditions and stuff. Hopefully some-
thing will come through that way for me at 
some point. It would de nitely be excited to 
do more acting work. t

Brannan is performing October 20 in 
Washington, D.C., at Rock & Roll Hotel.

LIVELY ARTS // MUSIC

Clavin sisters, Jennifer and Jessica. Step-
ping out on their own together as Bleached, 
after years with the band Mika Miko, the 
twosome alternates between the girl group-
gone-garage sound of (“Looking for a Fight,” 
“Next Stop,” “Waiting by the Telephone” and 
“Dead Boy”) and pretty, peppy pop (“Outta 
My Mind,” “Dead In the Head, “Searching 
Through The Past,” and “Guy Like You”). All 
in all, this is a ride worth taking. 

Representing the Brits, Big Deal (KC 
Underwood and Alice Costello) maintains 
the momentum on their second album June 

Gloom (Mute). Sharing 
vocal duties, Big Deal 
eshes out its sound 

throughout the 12-song 
disc, with respect for 
their nineties predeces-
sors. Big deals on June 
Gloom include “Call Me 
and I’ll Come,” “Tera-
dactol,” “Catch Up,” and 
“Swapping Spit.”

Mixed gender duo 
Crushed Out could be 

The White Stripes in a better mood. The 
swinging Want to Give (Cool Clear Water) 
title cut/album opener de nitely gets things 
off to a sunny start and certainly “gives 
back” something worthwhile to the listener. 
“Weigh You Down” will make you lighthead-
ed, “Sharkbite” has teeth and “Push Down & 
Twist” quali es as a dance instructions. The 
aptly named album closer “Country Star” 
gives Crushed Out a chance to twirl their 
twangy side.

Melanie Krahmer and Richard Libutti of 
Sirsy shift the focus with their Coming Into 
Frame (Funzalo) disc. “Cannonball” kicks 
the disc off with a bluesy rock riff and the 
purr of “Lionheart” maintains the blues feel. 
However, by “Picture,” there is a change in 
the air. Vocalist/drummer Krahmer can wail 
with the best of them, whether she’s belting 
the blues or going for a more pop-oriented 
groove on “Brave and Kind,” “Gold,” “She’s 
Coming Apart,” and “The Cost of You.” 

On Hymn for Her presents Lucy and 
Wayneʼs Smokinʼ Flames (Hymnforher.
com), Philadelphia’s Hymn For Her (Lucy 
Tight and Wayne Waxing) make enough 
noise for four times the number of people. 
Crossing “juiced-up backwoods country 
blues with… desert rock psychedelia,” this 
daring duo even tosses in a scrap of scream 
on “Glistening Cowgirl.” Whether going for 
epics (“Trash The Sun”) or whiplash inducing 
cow-punk (“Rosa Park Boulevard”), Hymn 
for Her seems to want nothing more than to 
have you testifying to their roof-raising ca-
pabilities. t

Wavves is performing on October 5th at 
Black Cat in Washington D.C. 

BY GREGG SHAPIRO
The White Stripes may have set the bar 
when it comes to the level of noise made 
by a duo, but Sleigh Bells raised and then 
shattered it. On the aptly titled Reign of 
Terror (Mom + Pop), Alexis Krauss and 
Derek Miller “push it,” pulling us in, leaving 
us blissfully bruised. Beginning with the 
stadium-sized sonic assault of “True Shred 
Guitar” and the battering 
ram anthem of “Born to 
Lose,” Sleigh Bells jangles 
our nerves, but in a good 
way. The make or break 
stomp/clap of “Crush,” the 
devilish “Demons” and the 
newfound glory of “You 
Lost Me” all make this a 
reign that will ring your 
bells. 

Delivering on the prom-
ise of their 2010 debut al-
bum with Red Night (Warp), Brooklyn’s 
The Hundred in the Hands (Jason Fried-
man and Eleanor Everdell) maintain their 
own unique corner of the ethereal elec-
tronic zone. That’s not to say they can’t 
whip and froth it up when necessary – just 
check out “Come with Me,” “Keep it Low” 
and “Tunnels.” 

According to the sticker on the Afraid of 
Heights (WB/Mom + Pop) CD by Wavves 
(Nathan Williams and Stephen Pope), the 
disc is “one of the most anticipated albums 
of 2013.” That’s a big claim to make. There’s 
a lot to like in Wavves’ hazy bombast, from 
the surf grunge of “Sail To The Sun,” “Mys-
tic,” “Paranoid,” and “Beat Me Up.” Recurring 
themes of sleeping and waking (“Lunge For-
ward,” “I Can’t Dream” and the title cut) and 
Jesus (the title cut and “Gimme a Knife”) and 
an fondness for an indie 80s sound (“Lunge 
Forward,” “Cop,” “Gimme A Knife”), indicate 
that Wavves might be deeper than we think.

With the double-disc set Shaking The 
Habitual (Mute), Swedish sibling duo The 
Knife (Olof Dreijer and Karin Dreijer) ex-
pands on the groundwork laid on their 
moody 2006 breakthrough release Silent 
Shout. Probably the most experimental pair 
here, The Knife manipulates more than key-
boards and beats. The human voice is also 
sliced and spliced (listen to it burn on “Full of 
Fire”). The thirteen songs, some sung, some 
instrumentals, range in length from 37 sec-
onds to more than 19 minutes are examples 
of the unlimited possibilities in modern music 
and creativity. Prepare to be shaken.

Ride Your Heart (Dead Oceans) by 
Bleached – another sibling duo – features the 

2 Loud
iMusic

Are you interested in;
Sports    Local News   
Events   Restaurants

We are looking to add to our 
great writing staff for these 

topics and more! 
Call 

Baltimore OUTloud 
& ask for Mary 410-802-1310

Wavves
credit: Cat Roif
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BY CHUCK DUNCAN
Back in 2010, director James Wan introduced us to the Lam-
bert family in the supernatural / possession / haunted house 
ick Insidious. It’s been three years in real time, but only 

a few hours have passed between that movie and the new 
Insidious: Chapter 2. Yes, the lm is a true continuation of 
the rst movie, and I can’t stress enough how important it is 
to have seen the rst movie before seeing this one. It’s also 

very dif cult to review a movie like this without giving too 
much away, so we’ll try to keep the spoilers to a minimum.

The story picks up not long after the events of the rst 
lm, with Renai Lambert (Rose Byrne) at the police station 

trying to convince the police, and herself, that her husband 
Josh (Patrick Wilson) did not strangle Elise Rainier (Lin 
Shaye), the medium called in to help them resolve the haunt-
ing terrorizing the family. Of course, the rst lm ended with 
a cliffhanger that left everyone assuming that Josh was not 
really Josh, at least not on the inside.

After the Lamberts ee their second home to take shelter 
with Josh’s mother Lorraine (Barbara Hershey), the haunting 
continues, seemingly focused on Renai this time. Lorraine 
believes her, but Josh just wants her to ignore the problem 
in the hopes that it will go away. After a violent encounter 

school haunted house movie.
It’s also great to see the entire original cast back at work 

– yes, even Lin Shaye (it is a movie about ghosts, after all) 
– to nish the Lamberts’ story. Sometimes the movie almost 
feels like two different movies as Lorraine and the guys try to 
track down information about the spirit that may be inhabit-
ing Josh, and Josh doing his best Jack Torrance impression 
with Renai and the kids. Some of the looping back to Josh’s 
childhood and the rst lm may be confusing as well, but I 
got a kick out of the inventive storytelling. I have no idea if 
Wan and Wannell (who also co-wrote the script) planned out 
Chapter 2 while writing the rst lm, but it all ows together 
with great precision.

The biggest question is: is the movie scary? For some, 
it may be but it’s almost more of a psychological horror lm 
(and there are some heavy Psycho overtones to parts of the 
plot) with a few things that go bump in the night, but the fear 
comes more from losing control over yourself and possibly 
losing those who you love while you’re helpless to intervene. 
I think the lm works much better, overall, than the rst one 
but, at the same time, it really couldn’t exist without it. These 
really would be two movies to sit down and watch back to 
back for maximum enjoyment (but don’t let that keep you 
from seeing it on the big screen with a crowd of people just 
for the experience). Insidious: Chapter 2 will de nitely make 
a great date movie or be just one to see with a group of 
friends. t

with a woman in white, Lorraine contacts Elise’s assistants 
Specks and Tucker (Leigh Wannell and Angus Sampson) to 
see what they can nd. They end up bringing in an old as-
sociate of Elise’s, Carl (Steve Coulter), to help determine 
why the haunting persists and they all realize that Josh did 
not come back from The Farther when he went to rescue his 
son… but something else did.

Again, I can’t emphasize enough how important it is to 
watch Insidious before venturing out to see Chapter 
2. There’s no real recap of the rst lm, but there are 
many callbacks to the events of the rst lm – includ-
ing an entire scene where we get to see what was 
really happening – as well as to Josh’s childhood ex-
periences with a spirit known as the Bride in Black 
that Elise wiped from his memory with hypnosis (the 
Bride in Black was seen brie y in the rst lm). Hav-
ing just watched the rst lm days before the screen-
ing, I found it truly bene cial to have all of that fresh 
in my mind.

After really enjoying James Wan’s The Conjuring, 
I was a bit let down by Insidious. I felt the spirits were 
a bit too cartoony and the egregious use of overly 
loud music cues to make you jump just pisses me 
off. Perhaps Wan learned a lesson from the relatively 
quiet The Conjuring because he manages to strike 
a pretty happy balance between that and Insidious. 
Insidious: Chapter 2, does still rely a bit too much on 
loud noises to cause 

a scare, but it’s not over-the-
top like in part one.

What I really appreciate 
about Wan’s movies is the 
lack of CGI to create the ap-
paritions. Pretty much any 
spirit seen on screen is a 
person in makeup who was 
physically on set. It really 
helps sell that a character 
is really scared when you 
know they are actually fac-
ing someone or something 
and not just reacting to a 
tennis ball on a stick. In-
sidious: Chapter 2 is an old 

Ghosts and Ghouls Return in Insidious: Chapter 2
LIVELY ARTS // OUT ON SCREEN

Early for Halloween

GOUCHER COLLEGE PROUDLY PRESENTS

A NEW DAY:
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
IN AMERICA
An evening with 

FRANK BRUNI

Tickets are $10 general admission. 
For reservations, 
www.goucher.edu/tickets 
or 410-337-6333.

the best-selling author, �rst
openly gay op-ed columnist 
at The New York Times, and
Fall 2013 Robert and Jane
Meyerhoff Visiting Professor

Monday, September 30  • 8 p.m.
Kraushaar Auditorium

TYRE’S
AUTO

410.252.8001
24/7 Towing 410-583-8888

REPAIR
Quality Workmanship
REPAIR

Voted Baltimore’s Best Auto Repair – City Paper 2000
Next to Timonium Business Park Lightrail Stop

1955 GREENSPRING DRIVE
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where he’s unable to honor the request of 
a little girl (Joey King) in a wheelchair to 
make her walk (more unsubtle foreshad-
owing at work), Oscar must make a hasty 
exit when the strongman discovers that 
he’s been messing with his girl. In other 
words, like Dorothy Gale (before or) af-
ter him, Oscar must get out of Kansas or 
die. Good thing his assistant Frank (Zach 
Braff) notices that there’s a hot air balloon 
nearby.

Setting sail just as one of those dang 
Kansas twisters arrives, Oscar is whisked 
off to the vividly colored Land of Oz, where 
his arrival has been anticipated. Greeted 
by Theodora (Mila Kunis, really?) who fills 
Oscar in on the details – wicked witch, evil 
minions, citizens living in fear and despair 
(you know the drill). The good people of Oz 
are counting on his magic to restore peace 
to the kingdom. Only then can he take his 
rightful place on the throne as king, with 
Theodora by his side as queen, and lay 
claim to all the riches. His first act must 
be the destruction of the Wicked Witch and 
her dreaded wand.

But which witch is it? Is it Annie loo-
kalike Glinda (Williams) who claims to be 
good? Is it Theordora’s sister, the slinky 
Evanora (Rachel Weisz)? Or could it be 
the short-fused Theodora herself? While 
Oscar tries to figure that out, he amasses a 
Dorothy-style team, including winged mon-
key Finley (Braff), whom he rescues from 
what turns out to be a cowardly lion, and 
China Girl (King), a living porcelain doll 
Oscar repairs. As it turns out, it’s Finley 
and China Girl who end up with the best 
lines in the whole movie.

Anyone, parents included, who was ter-
rified by the winged monkeys in The Wizard 
of Oz should be warned that the Wicked 
Witch’s computer-generated winged ba-
boons are far more ominous and terrifying 
(just ask the girl in the 12th row who spent 
every scene in which they appeared with 
her head in her mother’s armpit). The 3D 
effects are put to good use here, although 
they do come close to being abused. The 
best effect is the use of foreshadowing, 
one of the few things screenwriters Mitch-
ell Kapner and David Lindsay-Abaire got 
right. Oscar’s obsession with Thomas Edi-
son, for instance, plays an important role in 
the wizard’s future use of projection.

Even with one thankfully abbreviated 
musical number (which doesn’t come any-
where near “Somewhere Over The Rain-
bow”), the movie is at least 30 minutes 
too long. Why is it necessary to drag out 
scenes of physical violence? In a lot of 
ways, Oz The Great and Powerful feels 
like what Disney did to The Muppets. Stuck 
its fist deep inside (are you following?) and 

BY GREGG SHAPIRO
Cleopatra (20th Century Fox), now avail-
able in a double Blu-ray 50th-anniversary 
edition, is excessive in many ways. An 
old-school movie studio epic – complete 
with an overture, an intermission, and an 
entr’acte – Cleopatra clocks in at well over 
three hours. Further evidence of excess 
occurred in the staggering $44 million 
budget, which, considering the box office 
returns, was almost enough to bankrupt 
Fox. This doesn’t even take into consider-
ation the excessive performances by lead 
actors Elizabeth Taylor as Cleopatra and 
Richard Burton as Mark Antony. Burton 
recites his lines as they are Shakespeare 
(they’re not), while Taylor acts as through 
the script was penned by Tennessee Wil-
liams (it wasn’t).

So is this timeless tale of betrayal, 
sibling rivalry, love, war, obsession, mur-
der, and suicide in Egypt and Rome worth 
your time? No, not really. Not even for the 
legendary chemistry between Taylor and 
Burton. Even the camp value is limp. Be-
tween Taylor’s elaborate costumes, hair, 
and makeup, gay actor Roddy MacDowall 
prancing about as Octavian (a.k.a. Caesar 
Augustus), and Hermes Pan’s choreo-
graphed dance numbers, there’s simply 
not enough camp on screen to make pitch-
ing a tent worthwhile. Sadly for director 
Joseph L. Mankiewicz (All About Eve), his 
career never completely recovered follow-
ing this debacle. Bonus features include 
commentary and a handful of featurettes, 
such as Cleopatra: The Film that Changed 
Hollywood.

Oz The Great and Powerful (Disney) 
opens with, well, great promise. The mood 
is set by a dazzling title credits sequence 
(in black and white, no less), that will make 
you want to strap on those uncomfortable 
3D glasses. Kansas (poor Kansas) is once 
again presented in all of its black and 
white (but mostly grey) glory. Storm clouds 
gather over a traveling circus where magi-
cian and ladies’ man Oscar (James Franco 
looking more out of place than he did when 
co-hosting the Oscars) is bent on practic-
ing his most successful trick – making his 
tongue disappear into the mouth of his 
young female assistant.

Oscar is having a particularly gloomy 
day. Occasional girlfriend Annie (Michelle 
Williams) comes to tell him that she plans 
to marry a “feller” by the name of Gale 
(read: foreshadowing). Then, following 
an especially unsuccessful performance, 

Power Trips
Screen Savor

Well Hell-ooo Darlin’s! I hope you all are 
looking for some adventure in the coming 
weeks. 

On Friday, September 20 – The Club 
(5268 Williamsport Pike/Route 11, Martins-
burg, West Virginia) presents The Club Di-
vas. Showtime is at 10:30 p.m. There will be 
$5 Cover or $20 bottomless rail till midnight! 

More locally on September 20– Grand 
Central is proud to be celebrating 22 years in 
business! As a token of appreciation for the 
entire month of September they present Fall 
Back Fridays!

On September 21, kick the weekend off 
with not only Miss Baltimore Trailer Trash
contest, which is being held this year at 
The Quest Bar (3607 Fleet Street, Balti-

more, 21224). Along with the contest, they 
are also celebrating Miss Baltimore Trailer 
Trash Promoter -Miss Vegas Nova Buffetʼs 
28th Birthday!

Also on September 21, King & Queen 
of Pride bring you their Red Carpet Show
at Club Port (4330 E. Lombard Street, Bal-
timore). There’s a $5 cover and showtime 
starts at 9 p.m. 

Club Bunns is hosting their Miss Club 
Bunns Pageant on Sunday, September 22. 
Doors open 6 p.m., and the pageant starts 
at 8 p.m. sharp with a $10 cover.

On Wednesday, September 25, Club 
Hippo is having their Anniversary Bingo with 
all proceeds to bene t House of Ruth. 

Friday, September 27 brings the 2nd 
episode of Charm City Drag Wars, Univer-
sal Nightlife and Entertainment (formerly 
The Overlea), 6809 Belair Road, Baltimore. 
If you made the last one you know this is a 
fun show. 

On September 28, Universal Nightlife 
and Entertainment is also hosting The Real 
Me, a bene t to help transgender awareness 
in the Baltimore Area! It will be co-hosted by 
Melody Lyrishal and Miss Mixers Anita Mi-
nett. Special Guest will be Chrissy Polis, 
who, as a transgender woman, was a victim 
of a vicious beating over two years ago at 
the Rosedale, Maryland, McDonald’s.

Also on September 28, The Quest pres-
ents the Last Chance to Semi-Finals, hosted 
by yours truly, Miss Ada Buffet.

Club Bunns (608 West Lexington 
Street) is the place to be on September 29. 
Celebrate the queen of gospel music, Miss 
Helena Hologram’s Birthday – Showtime is 
at 8 p.m. with a $5 cover. 

That’s really all I have for this issue. 
It’s coming up on the holidays and it’s sure 
to be a busy one. I can’t wait to let you all 
in on the fabulous events that will be oc-
curring to celebrate the season. Please 
remember to celebrate responsibly. I’ll 
see all you lovely folks Out & about! t

Stage
Drag

Ada Buffet

Lots Going On

came out empty handed. No one involved, 
including director/horror-master Sam 
Raimi, was up to the task. As unnecessary 
prequels go, Oz The Great and Powerful
(which is neither) is near the top of the list. 
Someone please hurry up and make the 
Wicked movie. “Spectacular extra content” 
on the Blu-ray/DVD/Digital Copy edition in-
cludes a “Disney Second Screen,” bloop-
ers, and featurettes on subjects ranging 
from composer Danny Elfman, Mila Kunis, 
James Franco, Robert Stromberg’s pro-
duction design and more. t

In a Hot Spring Spa
Relax with us...

Don Schenning
Director of Sales

2066 York Road
Timonium, MD 21093

Tel: 410-252-5116
Toll Free: 800-481-REGINA

Fax 410-252-5213Fax 410-252-5213
www.reginapoolsandspas.com

don.schenning@reginapoolsandspas.com
Builders of Quality Pools & Spas Since 1974      MHIC# 8280
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ding. I wanted to 
welcome them in 
true Dandy Style, 
so I created a 
welcome gift bag 
for each friend 
and family mem-
ber who stayed 
overnight at our 
hotel.

I wanted to 
make our guests comfortable, so I thought 
about what to place in our welcome bag. I 
decided to include a bottle of water, a big 
cookie, a monogrammed vanilla candle, 
and an invitation to breakfast with Brian 

and me the next morn-
ing.

I had a great time 
creating the personal-
ized items.

The first item I per-
sonalized were the wa-
ter bottles.

To begin, I bought 
water bottles and re-
moved the company la-
bel that was attached to 
the bottles. 

After removing and 
measuring the label, I 

LIVELY ARTS

Dandy
Domestic

Jeffrey Clouser

A Dandy 
Wedding 

Revisited
Three years ago this month, I 
married my partner and best 
friend of 14 years. With that 
in mind, I wanted to share 
some ideas that I used on our 
wedding day to help make it 
a dandy day.

One of the many fun 
things I did for our wedding 
was create gift bags for our 
out of town guests.

We had a few friends and 
family members who came 
from out of town for the wed-

created my own label us-
ing cardstock and a color 
printer.

Once I created the la-
bels, I then glued them to 
the water bottles creating 
our signature bottle!

The next items I cre-
ated were the personalized 
cookie sleeves and 
m o n o g r a m m e d 

candles.
Both of these items I pur-

chased through Orientaltrading.
com.

I purchased delicious cook-
ies from our local bakery, tightly 
sealed them with Saran wrap and 
then wrapped each individual 
cookie in a blue cellophane wrap-
per and slipped it inside each sig-
nature sleeve.

The candles arrived naked in 
it’s tin shell and I simply applied 
the personalized stickers I created 
online. 

I loved how easy it was to personalize 
each item and the finished look it gave our 
gifts.

The final item I added to our welcome 
bag were invitations to breakfast the next 

morning with my husband and myself.
It was wonderful seeing our guests 

happy and content the next morning at 
breakfast!

If you have guests coming from out of 
town, either for a wedding or simply com-
ing to stay with you in your home, think 
about how you can make their stay a little 
bit more fun and interesting.

Another favorite 
idea from our wedding 
was the transitional as-
pect of our pew mark-
ers. Our florist, Stephen 
McLeod, designed them 
so that they could be 
taken to the reception 
sight and used as cen-
terpieces on our tables. 
(Floral designs by Ste-
phen McLeod; photog-
raphy by Patrick Ono-
fre.)

It was a wonderful 
idea and saved us some 
money, which is always 

a dandy thing.
As Brian and I celebrate our anniver-

sary, I would like to wish all those getting 
ready to tie the knot many blessings and a 
lifetime of happiness! t
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TRAVEL

New Orleans has earned a reputation as 
the premier destination for Halloween. 
This year will be no exception as the city 
prepares to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of “Halloween New 
Orleans,” October 24 – 27. The 
weekend-long extravaganza, 
benefitting Project Lazarus, is 
expected to bring in more than 
5,000 visitors from across the 
country and will feature a pre-
mier performance by acclaimed 
New York DJ, Abel.

“I’ve performed at some 
of the top parties around the 
world,” said DJ Abel. “Halloween New Or-
leans is an event that’s been on my radar 
for quite some time and I’m thrilled that 
the stars aligned to allow me to celebrate 
in the great city of New Orleans – a city 
known for doing it best.”

Since its inception in 1984, Halloween 
New Orleans has raised more than $4.6 
million for Project Lazarus and has become 
one of the largest HIV/AIDS fundraisers in 
the Gulf South. The event was created to 
celebrate the gay community in New Or-
leans, to share love, a sense of family, a 
unique culture and a love of showmanship, 
while supporting Project Lazarus in its fight 
against HIV/AIDS. 

“Our goal is to empower those living 
with AIDS and put them back into the com-
munity as responsible individuals,” said 
Kim Moss, executive director of Project 

Lazarus. “We wouldn’t be able to accom-
plish that without the funds raised by Hal-
loween New Orleans. It has become the 

ultimate party for 
a cause.”

This year’s 
theme, “Chapel 
of Love,” is a 
nod to the recent 
Supreme Court 
ruling, upholding 
gay marriage in 
those states that 
recognize it. The 
event festivities 

will be playfully themed around weddings. 
“We’ve had a history of exciting themes 

over the past 29 years,” said Arthur Roger, 
co-chair of the Saturday event. “The plans 
to commemorate the 30th anniversary are 
certainly tting for such a milestone.” As part 
of the 30th celebration, Stonewall National 
Museum and Archives will induct event para-
phernalia, including invitations, shirts, pho-
tos and awards, into their permanent display.

A limited number of early bird passes are 
available starting at $125. Single day passes 
are available beginning September 3. Visit 
Halloweenneworleans.com for the latest in-
formation or to purchase tickets.

The New Orleans Tourism Marketing 
Corporation will award a trip for two to New 
Orleans to attend the event. To enter, go to: 
Neworleansonline.com/promos/2013/hal-
loween/index.php. t

www.fords.org
(800) 982-2787

Photo of cast by Scott Suchman.

Part of The Lincoln Legacy Project
Lead Sponsor: Lockheed Martin Corporation
Sponsors: Oshkosh Corporation, Siemens Corporation, Qualcomm
Season Sponsors: The Home Depot, Chevron

Related Events
Special Exhibition—Not Alone: The Power of Response  |  FREE

Panel Discussions: Sept. 30, Oct. 7, Oct. 21 and Oct. 28  |  FREE

The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later. Oct. 6 and 20 |  $8

Fifteen years later, Matthew Shepard’s story still reverberates, 
calling us to confront hate in all forms.

by Moisés Kaufman and the Members of Tectonic Theater Project; directed by Matthew Gardiner

September 27-October 27, 2013

“A pioneering and powerful 
stage event!”

-TIME magazine
‘Halloween New Orleans’ 
Benefit Celebrates 30 Years
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JOSIE & THE PUSSYCATS PRESENT “GOING TO THE NATIONALS”
@ CLUB HIPPO // SEPTEMBER 13, 2014 // PHOTOS BY DANIEL MCGARRITY PHOTOGRAPHY
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EichenkranzHall
Let our experience work for you to  
make your affair one to remember.
SEATS APPROXIMATELY 150 PEOPLE
Full Service Bar • Coat Room • Dance 

Floor • Bathrooms & Wait Station
Weddings, Anniversary, Birthday, Company  
or Holiday Parties, Bridal & Baby Showers 

and a Host of Other Functions.
611 SOUTH FAGLEY ST., BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21224 

(off 3900 Blk. of Fleet St.) • 410-563-7577 • www.eichenkranz.com
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BY WOODY DERRICKS
Whether they have a 401(k), 403(b), 457, or 
other employer-sponsored retirement plan, 
one of the rst questions people typically 
ask me is, “How should I invest the money 
in my retirement plan?” Your investment 
options are typically limited and often come 
with little or no advice from a professional.

Consult your 401(k) representative 
– If you contact your human resources de-
partment, they’re likely to provide some fact 
sheets on the investments in your plan but 
little beyond that. If you contact the 401(k) 
company, they’ll likely do the same. I sug-
gest contacting the plan representative. 
This is the person who comes to your of-
ce to present market updates and informa-

tion speci c to your retirement plan. He/she 
should be able to sit down with you in a pri-
vate meeting to discuss your risk tolerance 
and time frame. From there he/she should 
be able to help you select some of the spe-
ci c investments that you can use.

Do it yourself – If you nd that your 
plan representative is not responsive or 
helpful, you may chose to select your own 
investments. Rather than simply picking the 
best performers for your portfolio, consider 
several factors. First, what is your risk toler-

How to Select the Investments in Your 401(k)
ance? You should be able to go online and 
complete a brief risk-tolerance question-
naire that may provide some guidance to 
you as far as how much to invest in stocks 
versus bonds.

Second, does your plan allow for em-
ployer stock? Be cautious of investing too 
much into your company’s stock in your 
401(k). Think Enron, Worldcom, etc. While 
there’s nothing wrong with believing in your 
company, you may want to limit your em-
ployer stock holdings just in case.

Third, how do you balance your plan’s 
investments? Decide if you want to create a 
full portfolio balance (factoring in your other 
investments such as a rollover IRA, Roth 
IRA, or brokerage account) or to create a 
plan just for your employer sponsored re-
tirement plan. After you decide which route 
to take, contact your HR department for a 
listing of your investment options. You may 
also nd this list in a recent account state-
ment.

The investment options are likely bro-
ken down by asset classes (large compa-
nies, medium, small, international stocks, 
bonds, etc.). Pick the investments that 
you believe will suit you best in each asset 

YOUR MONEY

SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN WORKS, INC. • 800-210-9900
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Maryland State Fairgrounds
Timonium, MD • EXIT 17 OFF I-83
Admission $8 online, $10 at the door - good all 3 days
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REAL ESTATE

BY JEFF HAMMERBERG 
Though the real estate industry is chang-
ing every day, mistakes made by first time 
homebuyers seem not to change that 
much. 

The mistakes range from mismanaging 
their financial picture, to finding the perfect 
home before being qualified, to choosing 
the wrong lender. Below are the top five 
mistakes first time buyers make – 

Wrong moves in terms of credit 
management – This is confusing for many 
and it can be tricky especially in prepara-

Top 5 Mistakes First-Time Home Buyers Make
tion to buy a home. Don’t open new credit 
accounts, or run out a buy a new car be-
fore closing! Your debt ratios are looked 
at very closely, and will be verified again 
prior to closing.

Trying to pre-approve oneself – Pre-
qualification is an important factor when 
finding the perfect home to buy, don’t try 
to pre-qualify yourself… the very first thing 
you should always do is to meet with a 
reputable lender (preferably one that is 
recommended by your realtor).

Choosing a loan officer by lowest 
rate – Teaser rates are a fact of life, and 
you can’t believe everything you read. Not 
all lenders are equal; ensure you work 
with one that is qualified, since they are 
responsible for your joy or headaches in 
the future. 

Choosing your realtor from an open 
house – Yes, most realtors at open hous-
es will treat you, and or, you and your part-
ner very nice… after all, they may possible 
earn a multi-thousand dollar paycheck 
from you (and then give a portion of it to 
an organization fighting against everything 
we’re fighting for). 

Choose a competent, professional, 
full-time gay, lesbian, or gay friendly real-
tor from sites like Gayrealestate.com, and 
ensure your best interests, and your finan-
cial spending is supporting our community.

Waiting for the perfect property – As 
you wait for the perfect property, in many 
parts of the country prices are raising at 10 
percent per year, this means your purchas-
ing power is dropping at almost 1 percent 
per month! Make a list of desires and must 
haves, and be flexible in your search for 
the perfect home. Secure your investment 
and make it your own – another move will 
most like be in your future. t

Jeff Hammerberg is the foundier of Gay-
realestate.com

1810 WESTWOOD ROAD, YORK, PA 17403
4 BEDROOMS / 3 FULL BATHS

WALNUT HARDWOOD FLOORS
WOODED LOT WITH SECLUDED SWIMMING POOL

SITUATED ON 1.9 ACRES

“ONE OF A KIND PROPERTY”
Listed at $424,900Listed at $424,900

“AN ARCHITECTURAL GEM DESIGNED BY GEORGE NAKASHIMA” 

PA / MLS# 21308528

JGR REALTORS 
Coal Infantino and Ron Rhodes

CallCoalYork@gmail.com or RingRonYork@gmail.com
717-676-5545                               717-578-7821

1499 South Queen St. York, PA 17403
www.jgr.com

Proud to serve the LGBT CommunityProud to serve the LGBT Community

class that you need (per your asset alloca-
tion in step 1).

Annual checkup – Just because you 
set the initial mix (either with the assistance 
of a professional or on your own) doesn’t 
mean you can put the plan on cruise control 
and forget about it. Ideally you should do an 
annual review. Have the investment options 
changed? Do you now have too much in 
one asset class (or too little)? Has your risk 
level or goal changed? Just as you would 
with your car; do some ne tuning to your 
portfolio on an annual basis.

When doing your annual checkup, you 
may want to do a bene ciary review on your 
plan as well as your other employer bene-
ts. Things in life change, and we often for-

get to make adjustments to our insurance 
and investment bene ciaries when we get 
married, divorced, or after someone passes 
away. Don’t be the person who leaves their 
retirement plan to their college sweetheart 
instead of their spouse. t

SELECT THE INVESTMENTS
IN YOUR 401(K)

– continued from page 24
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there as a judge and informed me that all 
three contestants did a great job for being 
new to the leather community. The other 
two contestants were Travis George (First 
Runner-up) and Edwin Kromm. Joining 
Bob at the judges’ table were Mr. Double 
L Leather 2012 Josh Pennington, Mr. D.C. 
Eagle 2011 Kevin Jordan, Mr. Double L 

Leather 2007 Karl Hornberger, and com-
munity activist George Reissig. Tally Mas-
ter was Mr. Double L Leather 2008 Paul 
Masterson. It was a beautiful evening for 
leather and the patio of the Double L Bar 
was packed with over 200 in attendance 
for this annual contest. I wish I could have 
been there! 

Although I did not make it to the annual 
Mr. Double L Leather Contest in Rehoboth 
Beach, I did stop in the Triple L (Leon’s 
Leather Lounge) on September 13 for 
the start of Metro Leather Pride. Perhaps 
people were afraid to go out on Friday the 
13th because there was only approximate-
ly one person there from each of the area 
clubs in attendance. Perhaps they were all 
in Rehoboth. There were no “demos” as 
originally stated in the publicity. The event 
only had a game with a wheel where one 
could win a Jell-O shot. What can you say 
about a leather pride event in a bar that 
had the leather pride flags draped over a 
rail next to the trashcan? They say that: 
“Less is more.” Sometimes, however, 
less is just less. I hope the rest of Metro 
Leather Pride went better than the opening 
event. Congratulations to the above new 
leather titleholders. I hope that they will be 
true leaders in the leather community and 
keep busy during their title year. t

International Ms. Bootblack Contest will 
be produced by International Ms. Leather 
1995 Pat Baillie and Sharrin Spector and 
is scheduled for April 24-27, 2014 in San 
Jose, California. (Contest details can be 
found at Imsl.org.) International Ms. Leath-
er is a great tradition in the Leather Com-
munity. I wish everyone well in resolving 
the issues quickly and having a very suc-
cessful event in 2014. 

There was another international leather 
contest held over the Labor Day Weekend 
in Dallas, Texas. Southwest LeatherSir 
2013 Sir George Saltzman from Phoenix, 
Arizona, was selected as International 
LeatherSir 2013. Central Plains Leather-
boy 2013 boy gator took home the Inter-
national Leatherboy 2013 sash and the In-
ternational Community Bootblack title went 
to Northwest Community Bootblack 2013 
Paul Williams. Congratulations to Balti-
more’s own Mid-Atlantic Community Boot-
black 2013 Amelia Chan who was selected 
First Runner-up to International Commu-
nity Bootblack 2013! First Runner-up for 
International LeatherSIR 2013 was North-
ern California LeatherSIR 2013 Sir Brent 
Gonetta and the First Runner-up for Inter-
national Leatherboy 2013 was awarded to 
Southwest Leatherboy 2013 Don Melville. 
This year’s event saw 35 contestants com-
pete for the three titles. 

Another leather titleholder was select-
ed a little closer to home on Saturday, Sep-
tember 14, as Melvin Henry was sashed 
Mr. Double L Leather 2013 in Rehoboth 
Beach, Delaware. Although I was unable to 
attend this year due to a family obligation, 
Mr. Maryland Leather 2013 Bob Rose was 

It has been a busy few weeks in the leath-
er community. The biggest news came in 
a letter I received via email from Glenda 
Rider. Glenda is extremely well known and 
respected in the Baltimore leather com-
munity for many reasons. She became the 
first female Eagle Bar titleholder when she 
was sashed Ms. Baltimore Eagle 1992. 
She is a founding member of FIST and 
among so many other accomplishments 
has been the owner of the International Ms. 
Leather Contest for the past eight years. 
As owner of IMsL she moved the contest 
from Omaha, Nebraska, to San Francisco 
and transformed the popular weekend for 
leather women into a large successful 
event. I was extremely surprised when I 
received word from Glenda that she was 
resigning as owner and one of the produc-
ers of the IMsL Contest. In her letter she 
states that she has “serious regrets about 
some financial decisions” and that she has 
recently “contacted some of the charities 
that have been named as beneficiaries of 
the fundraising done during IMsL Week-
ends and informed them that not all of the 
funds raised in their names have been re-
mitted to them.” Glenda takes full respon-
sibility for the financial mismanagement 
and is working on correcting the situation. 
The 2014 International Ms. Leather and 

IMsL, ILSb, &
Double L – So 
Much News!

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

Michael Reeder LCPC
Specializing In A 

Holistic Approach For:

Depression
Anxiety

Life Transitions
Adult ADHD

Anger
Relationship Issues

Grief & LossGrief & Loss
Spiritual Issues

Trauma

MA/PAC, EHP, USFHP Insurance. Cash, Check, CC 
or Paypal. Baltimore BNotes & BSI Trade Dollars. 

All Gladly Accepted.  

Mt. Washington Village
5710 Newbury Street (2nd Floor)

Baltimore, MD 21209
Located Near Light Rail

Call or email for 10 minute phone consult
410-205-2419

michael@hygeiacounseling.commichael@hygeiacounseling.com
www.hygeiacounseling.com

Glenda 
Rider

Metro 
leather 
pride wheel

Melvin 
Henry, 

Mr. 
Double L 

Leather 
2013



BALTIMORE OUTLOUD  SEPTEMBER 20, 2013  •  BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM t 27
Call 410-802-1310 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

BOOKS & GIFTS

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore of ce

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

COUNSELING

MASSAGE

 DJ  SUPPORT

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families,  
and Groups.

5209 York Road
410-532-2476
By Appointment Only

www.womensgrowthcenter.com

Let Us Love Them 
When You Can’t!
•Dog Day Care 
•Dog Sleepovers 
•Dog Training 
•Salon/Spa 

1st Facility 
1009 Philadelphia Rd 

Joppa, MD. 21085 
410-671-PLAY (7529) 

2nd Facility 
246 Cockeysville Road 

Cockeysville, MD. 21030  
410-773-PLAY (7529) www.bestfriendsfurever.com 

PET CARE

FINANCIAL ATTORNEY

ADVERTISE HERE
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awaiting 
new copy

TRIPLE LLL
227 W. Chase St. 410-539-4850

Friday September 20th Join Us For 
ShipMates Bar Night 9 Until ? 

Code Night 
Industry Night Mondays 
Happy Hour & Specials Until Close

Karaoke with KJ Bill Thursdays 
MaryMary’s Rock-N-Roll Adventure Party Every 1st 

Friday Of The Month
DJ Dance Night Saturdays


